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ADVERTISEMENT* 



iSO maiiy and so various have been the 

impositions practised on public credulity 
with regard to " The Book/' that it has 
been deemed advisable to resort to an in&l- 
lible proof of the authenticity of the fol- 
lowing pages^ and place beyond a ques- 
tion the jGact of the whole being a correct 
copy of the original suppressed '* Book'^ 
prepared for publication by the late Mr. 
Perceval. 

Thus the present Volume has been 
printed line for line in correspondence with 
the celebrated Edition of Mr. Edwards, 
with its errors, as errataed by Mr. Perceval, 
and its original imprint. 
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THE REPORT. 



JUay it please your Majesty, 

X OUR Majesty haviDg been graciously pleased, 
by an instrumeiit under your Majesty's Royal 
Sign Manual^ a copy of which is annexed to this 
Report^ to '^ authorize^ empower^ and direct us 
^' to inquire into the truth of certain written 
^' declarations^ touching the conduct of her 
Royal Highness the Prince^ of W/iles^ an 
abstract of whith had been laid before your 
'' Majesty^ and to examine upon oath such per- 
'^ spqt as we should see fit, touching and con- ^ 
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" ccrniiig t!ic siimc, and to report to your 
" Majesf^i tlic result (if such examinations," We 
liavc, ill tlulil'iil obedience to your Majesty's com- 
mands, proceeded to examine the several witnesHcs, 
the copies of whose depositions we have hereunto 
annexed ; and, in further execution of the said 
commands we now most respectfully submit to 
your Majesty the report of these examinations 
as it has appeared to us : But we beg leave at 
the same time humbly to refer your Majesty, 
for more complete information,to the examinations 
themselves, in order to correct any error of judg- 
ment, into which we may have unintentionally 
fallen, witli respect to any part of this business. 
On a reference to the above mentioned declara- 
lioiH, as the necessary foundation of all our pro- 
ceedings, we found that they consisted in certain 
slatement?, which had been laid before his Royal 
lligliiiess the Prince of Wales, respecting the 
tf)[',diict of her Royal lliglmess the Princess. 
'J hat these st.ifeinents, not only, imputed to her 
Royal Higliiiess great impropriety and indecency 
of behaviour, but expressly asserted, partly on 
the ground of certain alledged declarations from 
the Priaccss's own moulli, and partly on the 

Ial ubiiervation of the informants, the fol- 
•nost important fads; viz. That her 
mess had been pregnant in the year 
iBequence of an illicit intercourse, 
; had in the same year heen secretly 
■ Qf a male child, which child had ever 



since thai period been brought up by her ROjral 
Highoess^ ia her own house^and under her imnie- 
diite inspection. 

. These alIegatioi:i8 thus made> hadj as we found^ 
beea followed by declarations from other persona^ 
who had not indeed spoken to the important 
facts of the pregnancy or delivery of her Royal 
Highness^ but had related other particulars, in 
themselves extremely suspicious, and still more 
so when connected with the assertions already 
mentioned. 

In the painful situation^ in which his ICoyal 
Ilighness was placed, by these communications, 
we learnt that his Royal Highness had adopted 
the only course which could, in ourjudgment> 
with propriety be followed. When informations 
such as these, had been thus confidently alledged^ 
and particularly detailed, and had been • in some 
degree supported by collateral evidence, applying 
to other points of the same nature (though going 
to a far less extent J one line only could be 
pursued. 

Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty, and 
of concern for the public welfare^ required that 
these particulars should not be withheld from 
your Majesty, to whom more particularly b^* 
longed the cognizance of a matter of State, so 
nearly touching the honour of your Majesty's 
Royal Family, and, by possibility, affecting the 
JSuccession of your Majesty's crown. 



Your Majestj had been pleased^ on your part, 
'to view the subject in the same light. Consider^* 
ing it as a matter which^ on every aecountj de« 
nMiided the roost immediate investigation^ your 
Mtfjesty had thought fit to commit into our hands 
f%e doty of aseertainingj iof the first instance^ what 
degree of credit was duie to the informations^ and 

thereby enabling your Majesty to decide what 

* 

fVirther cemduct to adopt concerning them. 

On this review therefore of the matters thus 
alledged^ and of the course hitherto pursued upon 
Acm> we deemed it proper, in the first place, to 
rxamrne those persons in whose declarations the 
occasionTor this Inquiry, had originated. Because 
if they, on being examined upon oath, had retrac-^ 
ted or varied their assertions, all necessity for 
fortber investigation might possibly have beenL 
precluded/ 

We accordingly first examined on oath the 
principal informants. Sir John Douglas, and Char« 
lotte hislvifc jwhio both positively swore, the 
former to his having observed the fact of the 
piregnancy of her Royal ttighness, and the latter 
to all' the important particulars contained in her 
fdrmcr declaration, and above referred to. Their 
examinations are annexed to this Report, and are 
circumstantial and positive. 
' The most material of those allegations, into the 
frutk of whidi we had been directed to inquire^ 
being thus far supported by the oath of the parties 
from whom they had proceeded, we then felt it 



our dutjto follow up theloqmry.by tbeettminAr 
tioo of such other periOBS 1^9 M^e judged best abk 
to afford us informatioo, ILg to the facts iii quM^ 

tiop. t 

We thought it beyond all doubt that^ mihii 
course of ioqair/j many particulars must be learnt 
which would be neceuarily conclusive on th« 
truth or falsehood of these declarations. So manf 
persons must have been witnesses to the appear^ 
ancesof an actually existing pregnancy ; so many 
circumstances must have been attendant 'Upon.^a 
real delivery ; and difficulties so numerous and 
insurmountable must have been involved in any 
attempt to account for the infant in question^ at 
the child of another woman^ if it had been m 
fact the child of the Princess ; that we entertained 
a full and confident expectation of arriving at 
complete proofs either in the affirmative or ne^« 
tive^ on this part of the subject. 

This expectation ytm not disappointed* We 
, sure happy to declare to your Majesty our perfisct 
conviction that there Ib no foundation whatever 
for believing that the child now with the Princees 
is the child of her Royal Highness^ or that she 
was delivered of any child in the year 180S; ner 
has any thing appeared to us which would warrant 
the belief that she was pregnant in' that year, 6r 
.^t any other period within the ei^mpass of oui^ 
iftquifies. 

The identity of the child, now with iU 
Vtm9U, it» paircnttge> the plaice and the date of 



its birth, tbc time and the circumstances of its 
being fir*t taken under her Royal Highness's 
protection, are all established hy such a concur- 
rence both of positive andcircuiustaiitial evidence, 
U can, in our judgment, leave no question on 
Ibii part of tbc subject. That child was, beyond 
sit doubt, born in the Brownlow-Street Hospital, 
OD the 1 Itlidftj- of July, 180a, of tbe body of Sophia 
Austin, and was first brought to the Princess's 
bouse iti the month of November following-. 
Neither should we be more warranted in cxpress- 
ii>a^ any doubt respecting tbc alledgcd pregnancy 
of the PrincPES.aN stated in the original declarations 
— a fact si> fully contradicted, and by so many 
witnesses.to whom, if truo,it must,in various ways 
faaTcbcru known, that we cannot think it entitled 
to the smallest credit. Tbc testimonies on these 
two points are contained in the annexed deposi- 
tions and letters. Wc have not partially abstract- 
ed them in this Report, Ust, by any unintentional 
umiisMun, we might weaken their effect; but we 
luimbly offer to ynur Mnjesty this our clear and 
ufianimous judgment upon them, formed on full 
deliberation, and proiiouucod without hcfitatioa 
ou the result ot'tho whole Inquiry. 

We do urtt however fe«l ourselves st liberty, 

much «$ we should wirh il, to close our Report 

Uciides the allegations of the prcgnaiirj 

d deliverj of the Princess those declarations, on 
whole of which your Majesty has b«vu pleas- 
• tommui4 us to iaquirs and report, cootain. 
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« we have already remarked, other particulars 

respecting the conduct of her Royal Highne98« 

such as must, especially considering her exalted 

rank and station, necessarily give occasion to very 

.unfavourable interpretations^ 

From the various depositions and proofs an* 
nexed to this Report, particularly from the examif- 
nations of Robert Bidgood, Williiam Col^ 
Frances iiloyd, and Mrs. Lisle, Your Majesty 
will perceive that several strong circumstances of 
this description have been positively sworn to bjr 
witnesses, who'cannot, in our judgment, be suspec*- 
ied of any unfavourable bias, and whose veracity, 
in this respect, we have seen no ground to ques^ 
don. 

On the precise bearing and effect of the facts 
thus appearing^ it is not for us to decide ; these 
we submit to Your Migesty's wisdom : But we 
conceive it to be our duty to report on this part 
of the Inquiry, as distinctly as on the former facts : 
that^ as on the one hand^ the facts of pregnancy 
and delivery are to our minds satisfactorily dis^- 
proved, so on the other hand we think, that the 
circumstances to which we now refer, particularly 
those stated to have passed between her Royal 
Highness and Captain Manby, must be credited 
until they shall receive some decisive contradic- 
tion ; and, if true, are justly entitled to the most 
serioiis consideration. 

C 
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We cannot close this lleport, without liurutly 
assuring Your MajestyT that it was, on every 
account, our anxious wish, to have executed this 
delicate trust, withaslittli; publicity asthenittaro 
of the case would possibly allow ; and we entreat 
Your Majesty's permission to express our full 
persuasion, that if this wish has been disappointed, 
the fitilure is not imputable to any thing unneces- 
sarily said or done by us. 

All which is most humbly submitted to Youv 
Majesty. 

(Signed) ERSKINE, 

SPENXER, 
GRENVILLE, 
July Uth, 1806. ELLENBOllOUGir. 

A true Copy, 



The depositions which accompanied this Report 
■will be found in Appendix- {A.) numbered from 
i to 29. 



Blackhcath, A«^. 12, JS06. 
Sire, 

With the deepest feeling;s of gratitude to your 
Majesty, 1 take the first opp<irtunity ta acknow- 
ledge having received, as yesterday only, the Re- 
port from the Lords Commissioners, which was 
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^ted. from Ibe I4th of Jul^:. It was Ijjrought tf , 
Lard Erskioe's FootmaQ, directed to the Prinq^ 
of Wales ; besides a note enclosed, the contents oO 
which were, that Lord Erskiue sent the Evidenc^. 
and Beport by commands of; his M^esty. I had| 
treason to flatter myself that the Lords C^mis* , 
sioners would not have given in the Report, b|e- 
tore they had been properly informed of yarioys 
"Circumstences^ which must for a feeling, and deli-. 
cate->miTided woman,. be very unpleasant to have, 
^read^ without having the means to exculpate. 
herself. But I can in the face of the Almighty 
assure your Majesty that your Daughter-in-law is. 

innocent, and her conduct unquestionable ; free . 

* 

fr^ia all the indecorums, and improipri^ties, which 
are .imputed to her at present by the Lords Com-* , 
mi^sioners, upon the evidence of persons, who, 
'speak as falsely as Sir John and Ladj Douglaa.. 
themselves. Your Majesty can be sure that I 
'shall be anxious tp^rve the most solemn denial in 
tny power to all the scandalous stories of Bidgpod, 
and Cole ; to make my conduct.be cleared in the 
most^satisfactory way for the tranquillity of your 
Majesty, for the honour of your itlustrious family^ 
and the gratification of your afflicted daughter-in* 
Jaw/ In the mean time I CB^a safely trust your 
Majesty's gracious justice to recollect, that the 
whole of the evidence on which the Commissioners 
Aiave -given credit to the infamous stories chained 
^aii^t me, was taken behind my back, without 
my having any opportunity to contradict or ex* 



plain any thing, or even to point out thoSfe pet* 
sons who might have been called, to prove the 
little credit wh'ch was due to some of the wit- 
nesses, from their connection with Sir John anrf 
Lady Douglas ; and the absolute falsehood of 
parts of the evidence, which could have been 
completely contradicted. Oh ! gracious King, 
I now look for that happy moment, when I may 
be allowed to appear again before your Majesty's 
eyes, and receive once more the assurance from 
your Majesty 'sown mouth thatlhaveyourgracious 
protection ; and that you will not discard me from 
your friendship, of which your Majesty has been 
so condescending to give me so many marks of 
kindness; and which must be my only support, 
and my only ponsolalion, in this country. I re- 
main with sentiments of the highest esteem, 
veneration and unfeigned attacliment, 

Sire, 
Your Majesty's most dutiful, submissive, 
and humble Daughter-in-law and Subject, 
(Signed) CAROLINE. 



To tite King. 



w 



M^mtagM HhMe-i Aug. i^'th^ t80&< 

^fae PriQcess of Wales desires die Lord Chaii« 
•^Uor to present her humble duty to the King, 
an^ to lay before His Majesty tho accompanying 
letter and papetSi The Princess makes this com-*^ 
muoicatioQ by his Lf6rdship's hands, because it 
relates to the papers with which she has beea 
furnished through his Lordship by His Miyesty^s 
i^ommands. . 

To the Lord Chancellor. 



Aug* 17th^ 1806i 
Sjrr» 

tJi^ON receiving the copy of the Repoft^ madd 
tayour Mjyesty, by the Commissroners, appointed 
to inquire into certain charges against my Conduct^ 
I lost no time, in returning tO' your Majesty, my 
heartfelt thanks, for your- Majesty^S' goodness hi 
Commanding that copy to be conimunicated to 
me. 

I wanted no adviser^ but my own heart, to 
express my gratitude for the kindness, and pcotec* 
tion which I have uniformly received from your * 
Majesty. I needed no caution or reserve, in 
expressing my confident reliance^ that that' kind- 
ness and protection would not be withdriawif from 



the, on this trying occasion ; and that your MajeS- 
tv'a justice would not suffer yout mind to be 
affected, to my disadvantage, by any part of a 
Report, founded upon partial evidence, taken in 
my absence, upon charges, not yet communicated 
to me, until your Majesty had heard, what might 
be alledged in my behalf, in answer to it. But 
your Majesty,will not be surprised, nor displeased, 
tliat, I, a woman, a stranger to the laws, and 
usages 'of your Majesty's kingdom, under chaises, 
aimed, originally, at my life and honour, should 
hesitate to determine, in what manner I ought to 
act, even under the present circumstances, with 
respect to such accusations, without the assistance 
of advice in which I could confide. And I ha\'e 
had submitted to me the following observations, 
respecting the copies of the papors with which I 
have been furnished. And I humbly solicit from 
your Majesty's gracious condescension and justice 
a compliance with the requests, which arise out of 
them. 

In the first place, it has been observed to me, 
that these copies of the Report, and of the accom- 
panying papers, have come unauthenticated by 
the signature of any person, higli, or low, whose 
veracity, or even accuracy, is pledged for their 
correctness, or to whom resort might bo had, if it 
phould be necessary, hereafter, to establish, that 
these papers are correct copies of the originals. 
I am far from insinuating that the want of such 
attestations was inteatioiial. Nodoubtit wasomit- 
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ted through inadvertence; but its importance is 
particularly confirmed by the state, in which, the 
copy of Mrs. Lisle's examination has been trans* 
mitted to me. For in the third page of that exam* 
ination there have been two erasures ; on one of 
Which, some words have been, subsequently in- 
troduced, apparently in a diiferent hand-writing 
from the body of the examination ; and the passage 
as it stands, is probably incorrect, because the 
phrase is unintelligible. And this occurs in an 
important part of her examination. 

The huihble, but earnest request, which I have 
to make to your Majesty, which is suggested by 
this observation, is, that your Majesty would be 
graciously pleased to direct, that the Report, and 
the papers which accompany it, and which, for 
that purpose, I venture to transmit to yourMajea* 
ty with this letter, may be examined, and then 
returned to me, authenticated as correct, ncider 
the signature of some person, who, having attes- 
ted their accuracy, may be able to prove it. 

In the second place, it has been observed to 
me, that the Report proceeds, by reference to 
certain written declarations, which theCommission- 
«rs describe as the necessary foundation of all their 
proceedings, and which contain, as I presume, the 
charge or information against my conduct. Yet 
copies of these written declarations have not been 
given to me. They are described indeed, in the 
Report, as consisting in certain statements, retpec* 
t|ng my conduct^* imputing not oi|ly, ktom impRH 



priety of behaviour, but expressly asserting fiicts of 
the most confirmed, and abandoned criminality, for 
which, if true, my life might be forfeited. These 
are stated to have been followed by declarations 
from other persons, who, though not speaking to 
(he same facts, had related other particulars, in 
themselves extremely suspicious, and slill more so, 
as connected with the assertions already mentioned. 
On this, it is observed to me, that it is most im- 
portant that I should know the extent, and the 
particulars of the charges or informations against 
me, and by what accusers they have been made ; 
whether 1 am ans^vering the charges of one set of 
accusers, or more. Whether the authors of the 
original declarations, who may be collected from 
the Report to be Sir John and Lady Douglas, are 
my only accusers ; and the declarations which are 
said to have followed, are the declarations of per- 
sons adduced as witnesses by Sir .lohn and Lady 
Douglas to confirm tlieir accusation ; or whether 
Buch declaralions are the charges of persons, who 
have made themselves also, the authors of distinct 
accusations against me. 

The requests, which, I humbly hope, your Ma- 
jesty will think reasonable, and just to giant, and 
which are suggested by these further observations 
are, 

Fifst. That your Majesty would be graciously 
pleased to direct, that I should be furnished with 
copies of these declarations : and, if they are rightly 
described} in the Report, as the necessary founda- 
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tibnofall the proceadings of the CoromUsio- 
ners, your Majesty could not, I atn persaaded; 
. but have graciously intended, in directing that 
2 should be furnished with a copy of the Re- 
port, that I should also see this essential part of 
the proceeding, the foundation on which it rests; 

Secondfy, That I may bs informed whether I 
have one or more, and how many accusers; 
and who they are ; as the weight and -credit of 
the accusation cannot but be much affected by 
the quarter from whence it originates. 

Thirdly, That I may be informed of the time 
when the declarations were made. For th# 
weight and credit of the accusation must, also, 
be much affected by the length of timej which 
my accusers may have been contented to have 
been the silent depositories of those heavy 
matters of guilt, and change, and 

Lastly, That your Majesty's goodness will se- 
cure to me a speedy return of these papers, ac- 
companied, I trust, with the further informatioa 
which I have solicited ; but at all events a spee-i 
dy return of them. And your Majesty will see, 
that it is not without reason, that I make this 
last requelst, when your Majesty is infornied, 
that, though the Report appears to have been 
made upon the 14th of July, yet it was not sent 
Some, till the 11th of the present month. A 
'similar delay, I should, of all things, deplore. 
J^er-it 18 wit|i reluctance, that I yield to those 
•iig;ge9tioD9, which have induce'd me io lay. 



thcso my liinnble requests, before your Majes- 
ty, since lliey must, at all events, in some de- 
gree, delay tlic arrival of that moment, to which, 
1 look forward with so earnest, and eager an im- 
patience ; when I confidently feel, I shall com- 
pletely satisfy your Majesty, that the whole of 
these charges are alike unfounded ; aad are all 
parts of the same conspiracy against mc. Your 
Majesty, so satisfied, will, I can have no doubt, 
be as anxious as myself, to secure to me that 
redress, which, the laws of your kingdom (ad- 
ministering, under your Majesty's just dispen- 
sation, equal protection and justice, to every 
description of your Majesty's subjects,) are 
prepared to afford to those, who are so deeply 
injured as 1 have been. That I have in this 
case, the strongest claim to your Majesty's jus- 
tice, I am confident 1 shall prove : but I can- 
not, as I am advised, so satisfactorily establish 
that claim, till your Majesty's goodness shall 
have directed me, to be furnished with an au- 
thentic statement of the actual charges against 
me, and that additional information, which it \»_ 
the object of this letter most Immbly, yet ear- 
nestly, to implore, 

I am, 

SiKE, 

Your Majesty's most dutiful, submissive, 
and liumblu Daughter-in-law. 
Munlaguc House. (Sigm;tt) C. P. 

To the Kinsf. 
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Aug. 20th, 1806. 

If'ttE Lord Chancellor has- the Jionour to re- 
turn, to her ^'Oyal Highness the Princess, of 
Wales, the box, as he received it this morning 
from his Majesty, It contains the papers he 
formerly sent to her Royal Highness, and which 
he sends as they are, thinking that it may be in 
the mean time most agreeable to her Royal 
Highness. 

The reason of their not having been authen- 
ticated by the Lord Chancellor, was, that he re- 
ceived them as copies, from Earl Spencer, who 
was in possession of the originals ; and he could 
not therefore, with propriety, do so, not having 
himself compared them ; but her Royal High- 
ness may depend upon having other copies sent 
to her, which have been duly examined and 
certified to bp so. 

The box will be delivered to one of her Royal 
Highnesses Pages, in waiting, by the principal 
officer, attendant upon the Lord Chancellor^ and 
he trusts he shall find full credit, with her Royal 
Highness; that in sending a. servant formerly 
with the papers, the mortient he received them 
(no messenger being in waiting, and the offi- 
cers who attend him, being detained by their 
duties in court,) he could not be supposed to 
have intended any possible disrespect* which he 
is incapable of shewing to any lady, but most es- 
pecially to any .member of His Majesty's Royal 
family. 

To Her Boyal Highness the Princess of Wales » 



Lincoln's Inn Fields^ Aug. 24th, ISOfl. 

His Majesty has been pleased to transmit to 
niethe letter which he has received from vour 
Royal Highness, dated the I7th instant ; and to 
direct that I should communicate the same to 
the Lords Commissioners, who had been com^ 
manded by His Majesty to report to His Ma- 
jesty oil the matters tlierein referred to ; and I 
liave now received His Majesty's further com- 
mands, in consequence of thatletter, to acquaint 
your Royal Highness, that when I transmitteij 
to your Royal Highness, by the King's com- 
niands, and under my signature, the copies of 
official papers, which had been laid before his 
Majesty, those papers were judged thereby duly 
authenticated,accotding to the usual course and 
forms oi' office; and sufficiently so, for the pur- 
poses, for which, his Majesty had been graci- 
ously pKMs<d lo direct them to be communica- 
ted to your I'oval Highness. 

That, noerthdess, there does not appear to 
be any reason for his Majesty's declining a com- 
pli.uice with ihe rcque-'^t which your Rcval 
Higntiess has l>ecn advised to make, that those 
copies should, after being esamined with the 
originals, he. alte^ied by *omc person to be nam- 
Pti fiir that purpose; and that, if your Royal 
Uijishiiess will do me ihc honour -to transmit 
?hcm to me, tlicy shall be examined aud attest- 
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ed accordingly, after cowecting any errors, that 
may have occurred in the copying. 

His Majesty has further authorized me to ac« 
quaint your Royal Highness, that he is graci- 
ously pIeased,on your Royal Highness'srequest, 
to consentjthat copies of the written declarations 
referred to in the Report of the Lords Commis- 
sioners, should be transmitted to your Royal 
Highness^ and that the same w^ll be transmitted, 
accordingly so soon as they can be transcribed. 

(Signed) ERSKINE C. 

The Lord Chancellor has the honour to add 
to the above official communication that his 
Purse-bearer respectfully waits her Royal High- 
ness's commands, in case it should be her Royal 
Highness's pleasure to return the papers bj 
him. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Walu^ 



Lincoln's Inn Fields, Aug. 29th, 1^06. 

The Lord Chancellor has the honour to trans« 
init, to her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales, the papers ,♦ desired by her Royal High- 
ness, just as he received them a few minutes 

ago from Earl Spencer, with the note accom- 

» 

panying them. 

♦ N.B. These papers J being the original decla^ 
rations, on which the Inquirif proceeded Kill bi 
Joimd in Appendix {A.) 
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Aug. 31st, IS06. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wale» 
acquaints the Lord Chancellor, that the gentle* 
man, with whom her Royal Highness advises, 
and who had possession of the copies of the offi- 
cial papers communicated to Her Royal High- 
ness, by the Lord Chancellor, returned from the 
country late yesterday evening. Upon the sub* 
jectof transmitting these papers to the Lord 
.Chancellor, for the purpose of their being exa- 
mined^ and authenticated, and then returned to 
Her Royal Highness, he states, that in conse- 
quence of the Lord Chancellor's assurance, con- 
tained in his note of the 20th instant, that Her 
Royal Highness might depend upon having 
other copies sent to her, which had been duly 
examined and certified to be so; he has relied 
upon being able to refer to those already sent, 
and therefore it would be inconvenient to part 
with them at present : and Her Royal Highness 
therefore hopes, that the Lord Chancellor will 
Drocure for her the other authenticated copies, 
which his Lordship promised in his note of the 
gOih ihst. 

With respect to the copies already sent, being 
as the Lord Chancellor expresses it, in his letter^ 
of the 24th inst. ''judged to be duly authenti- 
** cated according to the usual course and forms 
" of office, and sufficiently so for the purpose 
^' for which His Majesty had been graciously- 
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** pleased to direct them to be communicated 
V to PJis Royal Highness, because they were 
transmitted to Her, by the King's commands, 
and under his Lordship's signature/* — Her 
Royal Highness could never have wished for 
a more authentic attestation, if she had conceiv- 
ed, that they were authenticated under such 
signature. But she could not think that the 
mere signature of his Lordship, on the outside 
of the envelope, which contained, th6m, could 
afford any authenticity to the thirty papers, 
which that envelope contained ; or could, in 
any manner, identify any of those papers, as 
having been contained in that envelope. And 
she had felt herself confirmed in that opinion, by 
his Lordship's saying in his note of the 20th 
inst. '* that the reason of their not having been* 
*• authenticated, by the Lord Chancellor, was,' 
" that he received them as copies from Earl 
** Spencer, who was in possession of the origi* 
•' nals, and he could not therefore with proprietif 
*' do 50, not Iiaving himself compared them^ 

Her Royal Highness takes this opportunity 
of acknowledging the receipt of the declaration! 
referred to in the Commissioners* Report- 

To the Lord Chancellor. 



AiiE!;. 31st, ISOtf, 

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales 
acquaints the Lord Chancellor, that the gentle- 
miin, with ivhom her Royal Highness advises, 
and who had possession of the copies of the offi- 
cial papers communicated to Her Royal High- 
ness, by tlie Lord Cliiincellor, returned from the 
country late yesterday evening. Upon the sub- 
jectof transmitting these papers to the Lord 
Chancellor, for the purpose of their being exa- 
iTiinedj and authenticated, and then returned to 
Her Royal Highness, he states, that in conse- 
quence of the Lord Chancellor's assurance, con- 
tain,ed in his note of the 20th instant, that Hear 
Royal Highness might depend upon having 
other copies sent to her, which had been duly 
examined and certified to be so; he has relied 
upon being able to refer to those already sent, 
and tlierefore it would be inconvcniont to part 
with thtni at present : and Her Royal Highness 
therefore hopes, that the Lord Chancellor will 
procure for her the other authenticated copies, ' 
wliich his Lordship promised in his note of the 
20;h inst. 

With respect to the copies already sent, being 
asthcLordChanceJlor expresses it, in his letter, 
ofthe 9-tch inst. " juiiged to be duly authenti- 
" cated according to the usual course and forms 
" of office, and sufficientlj- so for the purpose 
" for which His Majesty had been graciously- 
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pleased to direct them to be communicated 
to PJis Royal Highness, because they were 
transmitted to Her, by the King's commands, 
** and under his Lordship's signature,"*^ — Her 
Royal Highness could never have wished for 
a more authentic attestation, if she had conceiv- 
^d, that they were authenticated under such 
signature. But she could not think that the 
mere signature of his Lordship, on the outside 
of the envelope, which contained, them, could 
afford any authenticity to the thirty papers, 
which that envelope contained ; or could, in 
any manner, identify any of those papers, as 
having been contained in that envelope. And 
she had felt herself confirmed in that opinion, by 
his Lordship's saying in his note of the 20th 
inst. '* that the reason of their not having been* 
*• authenticated, by the Lord Chancellor, was,' 
" that he received them as copies from Earl 
** Spencer, who was in possession of the origi* 
nals, and he could not therefore with proprietif 
do 80^ not Iiaving himself compared them^ 
Her Royal Highness takes this opportunity 
of acknowledging the receipt of the declaration! 
referred to in the Comrnissioners* Report- 

To the Lord Chancellor. 
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Lincoln's Inn Fields, Sept, 2nd, 1806. 

The Lord Clianceilor has taken the earliest 
opportunity in Iiis power, of complying with 
the wishes of Her Royal Hio;hness the Princess 
of Wales. He made the promise of other co- 
pies, without any communicat'on, with the 
other Commissioners, wholly from a desire, to 
shew every kind of respect and accommodation 
to Her Royal Highness, in any thing consist- 
ent with his duty, and, not at all, from any idea 
that the papers, as originally sent, (though 
there might be errors in the copying) were not 
aufikiently authenticated. An o]iiniou which 
he-is ohliired to say he is not removed from ; 
nevertheless the Lord Chancellor has a plea- 
sure in conforming to Her Royal Highness'* 
wishes, and has the honour to inclose theattest- 
ed copiesof the Depositions, as he has received 
them from Earl Spencer. 

To Ilcy Jtoijal IJighness the Pr'mcess of WalcSt 



To Ike King. 
Sire, 

Impeesred, witli the deep- 
est sentiments of gratitude, for the counte- 
nance and protection, which I have .hither- 
to uniformly received from your Majesty, I 
approacii jou, with a heart undismayed, upoa 
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^s oGcaBioa,'90 a^iffiil and fnotneutous toniy dba^ 
meter, my lionour, and mj happiness. I abould 
iitd^d, (onder charged such as have now been 
i)rought against nie,) prove myself undeserving of 
ibe continuance of that countenance and protection! 
jmd altogether unworthy of the high station, whicA 
I hold in your Majesty's illustrious family, if I 
5ought for apy partiality, for any indulgence, for 
^ny thing tncrt than what is due to me in justice. 
My entire confidence in your Majesty's virtues as* 
sures me that I cannot meet withles9. 

The situation, which I have been 30 happy as to 
hold in your Majesty's good opinion and esteem ; 
my station in your Majesty's august family ; my 
life, my honour, and, through mine, the honour 0S 
your Majesty's family have been attacked. Sir 
John and Lady Douglas have attempted to support 
a direct and precise charge, by which they have dared 
to impute to me, the enormous guilt of High 
Treason, committed in the foul crime of Adultery. 
In this charge, the extravagance of their malice has, 
defeated itself. The Report of the Lords Com* 
missioners, acting under your Majesty'a warranty 
has most fully cleared me of that charge. But th«iD 
remain imputations, strangely $anctioned, and coun* 
tenanced by that Report, on which I cannot remain 
;iilent, without incurring the most fatal consequen* 
ces to my honour and character. For it states to 
your Majesty, that ' ' The circumstances detailed 



SgAinitJM vuit be credited, till thty wrt deci« 
lively contradicted.'* 

, To contradict, with at much decision as the 
-contraifliction of an accused can convey ; to expose 
the iDJuAtice and malice of my enemies ; to shew 
<he utter impossibility of giving credit to their tea* 
timony ; and to vindicate my own innocence, wiH 
1)0 th^ objects. Sire, of this letter. In the course 
of my pursuing .tliese objects^ I shall have much to 
.Qomplain of, in the substance of the Proceeding 
itself^ and much in the manner of conducting ib 
,That i^ny of these charges should, ever, have been 
^tertaincd, upon tPstimony so little worthy of 
bdief, which betrayed, in every sentence, the 
malice in which it originated ; that, even if they 
wercientcrtained at all, your Majesty should have 
been advised to pass by the ordinary legal modes 
of Inquiry into such high crimes, and to refer them 
(to a Conimissioni open to all the objcrtion, which I 
/ihall have to state to such n mode of Inquiry ; that 
fthe Commissioners, after having negatived the 
iprincipal charge of substantive crime, should have 
/entertained considerations of matters that amount- 
•ed to no legal offence, and which were adduced, 
mot as substantive charges in themselves, but ai 
rmatters in support of the principal accusation ; 
•^fhat through the pressure and weight of their offi* 
'ctal occupations, th(*y did not, perhaps, could not, 
ibestow that ^ittention on the case, which, if given to 
it, must have enabled them to detect the villany 
and falsehood of my accusers, and their foul con* 
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i^Iracyagamstoie; afid must HaV^p'tcfert^erfSiiy 
character fix)Tn the weighty imputation wfiicTfithS 
authority of the Commrtsioners, has, for a tim'ei* 
cist upon it; but, afibvcaU, that they should,' upoil 
thiB€J^par/«fexaminati6n, without heaEririgone wor<! 
that I could urge, have reported to your Majes^ 
an opinion on these matters, sd prejudicial to mf 
honour, and from which I c^an havls iio appeal, to 
the laws 6f the country, (because the charges, con-^ 
stituting no legal offence, '^cannbt. be niad<^. the 
ground of a judicial inquiry ;)-^Th0se arid man^ 
other cht:uinstance^ connected nHtb the length of 
the Proceeding, which have cruelly aggravated, td 
my feelings, the pain necessatily attendant upon 
this Inquiry, I shall not be able to tefraiii froni 
vtsting, andnrging, as matters of serious lam^rita^ 
tion at least, if not of well-grounded complaiut. 

In commenting upon any part of thecircumstan^ 
tta» "which have occurred in the course of thii 
Inquiry, whatever observations I may- be com- 
piled to make upon any of them, I trust, I never 
«liaU forget what is due to officers in high station, 
iMd employment, under your Majesty. \ No apolo^ 
-gy, therefore, can bfe required for any reserve in- ray 
..'expressions towards them. But if, in vindicating 
»y innocence against the injusticeand malicdof my 
tmeniiies, I should appear to your Majesty not io 
"express mjrself, with all the warmth and indigna- 
tion, which innocence, so foully calumniated, "must 
fed, your Majesty will, I trust, not attribute my 
^forbearance to uy iiisensibUity to the grieyous in-* 



juries, I have sustained ; but will graciously b* 
pleased to ascribe it to the restraint I have impos- 
ed upon myself, lest in endeavouring to describe 
in just terms the motives, the conduct, the perju- 
ry, and all the foul circumstances, which charac- 
terise and establish the malice of my accusers, I 
might use language, ■\i'hicb, thooghnot unjustly ap- 
plied to them, might be improper to be used, by 
me, to anybody, or unfit to be employed, by any 
body, humbly, respectfully, and dutifully addres-. 
sing your Majesty. 

That a fit opportunity has occurred for laying 
open my heart to your Majesty, perhaps, I shall, 
hereafter, have no reason to lament. For more 
than two years, I had been informed, that, upon 
the presumption of some misconduct in me, my 
behaviour had been made the subject of investiga- 
tion, and my neigliboursand servants had been exa- 
mined concerning it. And for some time I had 
received mysterious and indistinct intimations, 
that some great mischief was meditated towarcls 
me. And, in all the circumstances of my very pe- 
culiar situation, it will not bethought strange, that 
however conscious I was, that I had no just cause 
of fear, I should yet feel some uneasiness on this 
account. With surprise certainly (because the 
first tidings were of a kind to excite surprise,) but 
without alarm, I received the intelligence, that, for 
some reason, a formal investigation of some parts 
of my conduct had been advised, and had actually 
■ taken place. His Royal Iliglmesa the Duke of 
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^€iit,:on -the 7th of June, antfauncfcd it-te.tne: 
He anfiounced to me, the Princess of Wales, ia thr 
first cooimunication made to me, with respect to 
tniji proceeding, the near approach of two attornies 
.(one of them, I since find, the solicitor employed, 
hy Sir John Douglas), claiming to enter my dwd? 
Jing, with a warrant, to take away one half of my 
household, for immediate examination, upon a 
charge against myself. Of the nature of that charge,. 
I was then uninformed. It now appears, it wai 
the charge of High Treason, committed in the la-r 
iamous crime of adultery. His Royal Highness^ 
]I am sure, will do me the justice to represent tQ 
your Majesty, that I betrayed ao fear, that I. mar 
•nifested no symptoms of conscious guilt, . that J 
jftought no excuses to prepare, or to tutor, my $eir 
. yants for th^ examination which they were to underr 
^go. The only request which 1 made to His Roy- 
al Highness was, that he would have the goodness 
^to remain with me till^my servants were gone;, that 
he might bear witness, that I had no conversation 
with them before they went. In truth, Sire, my 
anitieties, under a knowledge, that sQme seriQus 
mischief was planning against me, and while I was 
ignprant of its quality and extent, had been so great 
that I could not but rejoice at an event, which 
seemed to promise me an early opportunity of as- 
. certaviing.what the malice of my enemies intended 
- fltg^inst me. 

{(has not been, indeed, without impatience the 
•Mi9t% V^^ ^^ ^ ^^^^ passed the interval which 



has since elapsed. When once it was net only I 
known tome, but to the world (for it was known 
to the world) tliat Inquiry of the gra\'est nature 
had been instituted into my conduct, I looked t9 
the conclusion, with all the eagerness that could 
belong to an absolute conviction, that my inno- 
cence, and my honour, to the disgrace and con- 
fusion of my accusers, would be established ; and 
that the groundless malice, and injustice of the 
whole charge would be manifested to the worldj 
as widely as the calumny had been circulated. I 
knew that the result of an ej; parte inquiry, from 
its X'cry nature, could not, unless it fully asserted 
my entire innocence, be in any degree just. And 
I had taught myself most firmly to believe, that 
it was utteriif impossible, that any opinion, which 
could, in the smallest degree, work a prejudice 
to my honour and character, could ever be ex- 
pressed in any terms, by any persons, in a Report 
upon a solemn formal Inquiry, and more especially 
to your Majesty, without my having some notice, 
and some, opportunity of being heard. And I 
was convinced, that, if the Proceeding allowed m«, 
before an' opinion was expressed, the ordinary 
means, which accused persons have, of vindicating 
their honour and their innocence, my honour and 
my innocence must, in any opinion, which couhl 
then be expressed, be fully vindicated, and effec- 
tually established. What then. Sire, must have 
been my astonishment, and my dismay, when I 
■saw, that notwithsfandingthe principal accussti^ 
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j«ra8 found .to be-utterly fals'e^ yet sptne of tkj wit- 
nesses to those charges ^?hich were bfought in 
support of the priocipal accusation,-*- witnesses, 
whom, any person, interested to have protected 
my character, would easily have shewn, out of 
their o\vn mouths, to be utterly unworthy of 
credit, and confederates in foul conspiracy with 
.my false accusers, are reported to be '*free from 
/* all suspicion of unfavourable bia$ ;" their vera- 
city, ** in the judgment of the Commissioners, 
/'not to be questioned;'' and their infamous 
stories^ and insinuations against me, to be '' such 
^* as deserve the most serious consideration, and as 
'* must be credited till decisively contradicted," 
. The Inquiry, after I thus had notice of it, coir- 
tinuedfor above* two months. I venture not to 
complain, as if it had been unnecessarily protract- 
,cd. The important duties, and official avoc^ 
tions of the Noble Lords, ap|)ointed to carry it 
.on, may naturally account for, and excuse, some 
.delay. But however excusable it may have been, 
.your Majesty will easily conceive the pain and 
anxiety, which this interval of suspence has occa- 
.sioned ; and your Majesty will not be surprised, 
if I further represent, that I have found a great 
aggravation of my painful suiferings, in the delay 
which occurred in communicating the Report to 
me- For though it is dated on the 14th July, 

* The tiine that the iocjuiry was. pending, after this notice 
cf it, is here confounded with the time which elapsed before the 
• SiqXMrt was ooopiunicated to Her Rojrai Highness. ITie In- 
quiry itself only lasted to the 14th or l6th of July, which i& but 
iMftween fife and sii weeks from the 7th of June. 



I tlid not receive it, notwitlistaiiding your Majes- ' 
ty "s gracious commaiuls, till the llth of August. 
It was due unquestionably to your Majesty, that 
the result of an Inquiry, commanded by your 
Majesty, upon advice, uliich had been offeied, 
touching matters of the highest import, should be 
first, and immediately, communicated to you. 
The respect and honour, due to the Prince of 
"Wales, the interest wlrich he must necessarily 
have taken in this Inquiry, combined to make it 
indisputably fit, that the result should be forthwith 
als6 st.ited to His Royal Highness. I complain 
not therefore that it waa, too early, communicat- 
ed to any one : I complain only, (and I complain 
most seiionsiy, for I felt it most severely) of the 
delay in its communication to me. 

Rumour had informed the world, that the Re- 
port had been early communicated to your 
Majesty, and to His Royal Highness. I did not 
receive the benefit, intended for me by your 
Majesty's gracious command, till a month after 
the Report was signed. But the same rumour 
had represented me, to my infinite prejudice, as 
in possession of the Report, during that month ; 
aud tlie malice of those, who wished to stain my 
honour, has not failed to suggest all that malice 
could infer, from its remaining in that possession, 
so long unnoticed. May I be permitted to say, 
that, if the Report acquits me, my innocence en- 
titled me to receive from those, to whom your 
Majesty's commands had been given, au immediate 
notification of the fact tliat it did acquit mt? 
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i^at/ if it eoadennied me^ the weiglit of nuth a 
sentence should not hare been left to seMle. «ia 
iny mind, much less upon your Majesty^ for a 
month, before I could even b^in to prepare ai| 
answer, which, when begun, could not speedily 
be concluded ; and that, if the Report could bo 
represented as both acquitting and condemning 
me, the reasons, which su^ested the propriety of 
an early cpntiinunication in each of the former 
cases, combined to make it proper and necessary 
m the latter. 

And why all consideration of my feelings was 
thus cruelly neglected ; why was I kept upon the 
rack^ during all this time, ignorant of the result 
of a charge, which affected my honour and my 
life ; and why, especially in a case, where such 
grave matters were to continue to be '^ credited^ 
to the prejudice of my honour,'* till they were 
^* decidedly contradicted/' the means of knowings 
what it was, that I must, at least, endeavour to 
contradict, werewithholden from me, a single un- 
necessary hour> i know not, and I will not trust 
myself, in the attempt, to conjecture. 

Onthe 11th of August, however, t at length 
received from the Lord Chancellor, a packet con- 
taining copies of the Warrant or Commission au« 
thorizing the Inquiry ; of the Report ; and of the 
jfixaminations on which the Report was founded. 
And your Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
recollect, that on the iBth I returned my grateful 
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3 JuXjs d4. Queries of Ladj Willoughby and 

Aokwert. 
Further Deposition of R.Bidgood* 
Deposition of Sir Francis Lisle. 

of Mrs. Lisle^ 
Letter from Sir Francis Milman 
^ to the Lord Chancellor. 
Deposition of LordCholmondelej. 
The Report. 

By the Copy^ which I have received^ of the 
Commission^ or Warrant, under which the Inquiry 
has been prosecuted, it appears to be an instrument 
under your Majesty's Sign Manual^ not counter- 
signed, not under any Seal. — It recites^ that an 
Abstract of certain written Declarations^ touching 
my conduct, (without specifying by whom those 
Declarations were made, or the nature of the mat- 
ters, touching which they had been made^ or even 
by whom the Abstract had been prepared^) had 
been laid before your Majesty ; into the truth, of 
which if purports to authorize the four noble 
Peers, who are named in it, to inquire and to ex- 
amine upon oath, such persons as they think fit : 
and to report to your Majesty the result of their 
Examination. By referring to the written Decla* 
rations, it appears that they contain allegations 
against me, amounting to the chargeof High Trea- 
son, and also other matters, which, if understood 
to be, tfs they seem to havebeen acted and report- 
ed upon, bjr the Commissioners, not as evidence 



Confirmatory (aa they are expressed to be in tlieir 
title} of the principal charge, hut as distinct and 
substantive subjects of examination, cannot, aa I 
am advised, be represented as in law, amounting 
to crimes. How most of the Declarations referred 
to were collected, by whoiUj at whose solicitation, 
under what sanction, and before what personi, 
magistrates or others, they were made, does not 
appear. By the title, indeed, which all the writ- 
ten Declarations, except Sir John and Lady Doug- 
las's bear; \iz. "That they had been taken for 
the purpose of confirming Lady Douglas's State- 
ment," it may be collected that they had been 
made by her, or at least by Sir John Douglas's 
procurement. And the concluding passage of one 
of them, I mean the fourth declaration of W. Cole, 
strengthens this opinion, as it represents Sir John 
Douglas, accompanied by tiis Solicitor Mr. Low- 
ten, to have gone down as far as Cheltenham for 
the examination of two of the witnesses whose de- 
clarations are there stated. I am, however, at a 
loss to know, at this moment, whom I am to 
consider, or whom I could legally fix, as ray false 
accuser. — From the circumstance last mentioned, 
it might be inferred, that Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, or one of them, is that accuser. But 
Lady Douglas, in her written Declaration, so far 
from representing Ihe i[iformation which she then 
gives, as moving voluntarily from herself, ex- 
pressly states that she gives it under the direct 
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commaftd of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales^ and the papers leave me without informa- 
tion; from ^vhom anj communication to the Prince 
originated, which induced him to give such com- 
mands. 

Upon the question, how far the advice is agree « 
able to law, under which it was recommended to 
your Majesty, to issue this Warrant or Commis- 
sion, not countersigned^ nor under Seal, and with- 
out any of your Majesty's advisers, therefore, 
being, on the face Of it, responsible for its issuing, I 
am not competeqt to determine. And undoubtedly, 
considering thatthe two high legal authorities, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Justice of 
the King's Bench, consented to act under it, it is^ 
:With the greatest doubt and diffidence, that I can 
bringmyselftoexpressanysuspicion of its illegality* 
But if it be, as I am given to understand it is, open 
to question, whether, consistently with law, your 
Majesty should have been advised, to command, by 
this warrant or commission, persons, (not to act ia 
any known character,asSecretariesof StatCjas Privy 
Coonsellors, as Magistrates otherwise empowered; 
but to a<;t, as Commissioners, and under the sole 
authority of such warrant, to inquire (without any 
authority to hear and determine any thing uponthe 
subject of those Inquiries^) into the known crime 
Df High Treason, under the sanction of oaths, to 
be administered by them, as such Commissioner3, 
rand to report the result thereof to your Majesty. 
lf> I say, there can be any question upon the le- 



gality of such a Warrant or Cornmission, the 
extreme hardship, with which, it has operated 
upon me, the extreme prejudice, which it has 
done to my character, and to which, such a pro- 
ceeding must ever expose the person who is the 
object of it, obliges me, till I am fully coovinced 
of iti legality, to forbear from acknowledging its 
authority ; and, with all humility and deference 
to your Majesty, to protest against it, and against 
all the proceedings under it. 

If this, indeed, were matter of mere form, 
I should be ashamed to urge it. But the ac- 
tual hardships and prejudice, which I have suf- 
fered, by this proceeding, are most obvious. 
For, upon the principal charge against me, 
the Commissioners have most satisfactorily, and 
" without the least hesitation," for such is their 
expression, reported their opinion of its false- 
hood. Sir John and Lady Douglas therefore, 
who have sworn to its truth, have been guilty of 
the plainest falsehood ; yet upon the supposition 
of the illegality of this Commission their falsehood 
must, BS I am informed, go unpunished. Upon 
tiiat supposition, the vyant of legal authority in the 
Commissioners to inquire and to administer an 
©all), will render it impossible to give to this false- 
hood the character of Perjury. But this is by no 
means the eircumstiince which I feel the most 
severely. Beyond the vindicating of ray own 
character, and the consideration of providing for 
my future security, I can assure your Majesty, 
that the puuishmcutofSix John and Lady Doug- 
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las would afford me no satisfaction. It is not 
therefore with regard to that part of the char^, 
which is negatived^ but with respect to those, 
which are saoctioned by the' Report, those, which, 
dot aiming at my life, exhaust themselves upon 
my character, and which the Commissioners 
have, in some measure, sanctioned by their Re* 
port, that I have the greatest reason to complain. 
Had the Report sanctioned the principal charge, 
constituting a known legal crime, my innocence 
would have emboldened me, at all risques, (and 
to more, no person has ever been exposed from 
the malice and falsehood of accusers) to have 
demanded that trial, which could- legally deter- 
mine upon the truth or falsehood of such charge. 
Though I should even then indeed have had some 
cause to complain, hecause I should have gone 
to that trial, under the prejudice, necessarily 
raised against me, by that Report; yet in a 
proceeding before the just, open, and known 
tribunals of your Majesty's kingdom, I should 
have had a safe appeal from the result of an eo? 
parte investigation. " An investigation which 
has, exposed ma to all the hardships of a secret 
Inquiry, withoili gividg me the benefit of secrecy; 
V^ %q all the severe consequences of a public in« 
jre^tigaticio, in point of injury to my character, 
iwithout affording me any of its substantial benefits 
in point. of security. But the charges, which the 
Cpmmissioners do sapction by their Report, de- 
jciri^ing thepiy with a mysterious obscurity and 



indefinite generality, constitute, as I am told, no 
le^l crime. They arc described ae " instances 
" of great impropriety and indecency of bcha- 
" viour" which must " occasion the most iinfa- 
" vourable interprptutinns," and they are reported 
to your Majesty, and they are stated to be, " cir- 
" cumstances which must he credited till they are 
" decisively contradicted." 

From this opinion, this judgment of (he Com- 
miseioners, bearing bo liard upon my cliaracter ; 
(and that a female chariiclcr, how delicate, and 
how easily to be affected by the breath of calumny 
your Majesty well knows) I can have no appeal. 
For, as the charges constitute no legal crimes, they 
cannot betlie subjects of any legal trial. I can 
call for no trial. 1 can therefore have no appeal; 
I can look for no acquittal. Yet this opinion, or 
this judgment^ from which I can have no appeal, 
has been pronounced against me upon mere crpnr- 
te investigation. 

This hardship. Sire, I am told to ascribe to 
thenaiureof the proceeding under this Warrant or 
Commission; For had tlie Inquiry been entered 
into before your Majesty's l*riTy Council, or 
before any magistrates, authorised by law as such, 
to inquire into ihc existence of treason, the known 
course of proceeding before that council, or such 
magistrates, the known extent of their jurisdiction 
over crimes, and not over the proprieties of beha- 
viour, would have preserved me from the possibi- 
lity of having matters made the sul'jectg of in- 
quiry which bad iu la* no substantive criminal 



ing my re!puta|iqD iqjujced bjr <:^iuiu)j A^ltogetbor 
luifoMud^dj b.Bt (reddened at once i|ior,e ^fe jlo. .my 
meioies^ aBjd iQ^fe ii\j.uri(Mis to me^ by being nt*- 
i^red^fintbecoiirseof a proceeding, a^suodingthe 
griLve semblpAce of legictl forin. Aftd it is by ihe 
nature of.tbis prpceeding, ( wbicb covld alone Jiaxp 
countenanced pr admitted of this licentioua lait- 
tilde of inquiry, into tbe profurieties of bebavioar 
io |>riTaie life^ .^ivitb ifi^bicb no couctj aomagiatraie, 
BO pujblic lawbfMi wy^utbority.toiintfinfere,|jlJi«t 
I b^Vje be^n dej>rived of tbe benefit .of tbat.eotife 
jmd .unqualified acquittal a^ diK^bange Irom tb^ • 
liccusation, to wbicb tbe utter and ;proY^ifa}«Sf 
Aiood of tbe accMsation iUalfrgo jiMJ^c^Ptitkd.jne* 

I ^U8t therefore tbat y.ojar M^J^sty will soetbat 
if tbii^ proceeding is uot ope to iwbicb^ .by the 
Jh:nown laws of y ojir Mi^esty's kingdom, I .oug^ 
to be aubject, tbat it 4s pa cold iormal iOst^cntioB 
w4iich leads me to protest agiUnf t .it. 

I am ready to acknowledge, Bive, froiB^iIhe 
consequeoc^ wbicb .m.igbt arise to (tbe jiublic, 
from such misconduct fis^have b^c^n falsely imiputf- 
ed to me, that. my honour and virtue are of m^fe 
ioiportance to the state t\ma tbpse of .other women. 
Tbatmy conduct tberefore.may.be fitly subjected, 
when necessary, to a se^ferer ^rutiny. But it 
cannot follow, because ^ny character, is of mace 
importance^ that it^ipay therefor^ be attacked with 
more impunity. And as I know, that this mis- 
chief has been pending oYar my head for more 



tbaa two years, that private examinations of my 
neighbours' servants, and of my own, have, at 
times, during that interval, lieen taken, for the 
purpos« of establishing charges against me, not 
indeed by the instrumentaliry of SirJohn and Lady 
Douglas alone, but by the sanction, and in the 
presence of The Earl of Moira (as your Majesty 
will perceive b} the deposition of Jonathan Par- 
tridge which I subjoin ;*) and as 1 know also, and 
make appear to your Majesty likewise by the 
same means, that declarations of persons of un- 
questionable credit, respecting my conduct, attest- 
ing my innocence, and directly falsifying a most 
important circumstance respecting my supposed 
pregnancy, mentioned in the declarations, ou 
which the Inquiry was instituted ; as I know, 
I say, that those decl.irationsj so favourable to me, 
appear to my infinite prejudice, not to have been 
communicated to your Majest)', when (hat Inquiry 
was commanded ; and as I know not how soon 
nor how often proceedings against rac may be 
meditated by my c.iemies, I take leave to express 
my humble trust, that, before any other proceed- 
ings may be had against me, (desirable as it may 
have been thought, that the Inquiry should have 
been of the nafure, which has, in this instance, 
obtained,)yourMajestywould be graciously pleas- 
ed to require to be advised, whether my guilt, 
if I were guilty, could not be as eft'ectually dis- 

* See the depositions at tlie ead of this lelte tii . . . ^ , 



Covered and pnnished^ and my honour and inno^ 
-centCy if innocent^ be more effectually secured and 
established by other more known and * regular 
amodes of proceeding. 

. Having therefore^ Sire^ upoti these grave rea^ 
sons^ ventured to submit^ !• trust without offence^ 
Xfaese considerations upon the nature of the Com* 
mission and the proceedings. under it^ 1 will now 
<proceied to observe upon the Report^ and the Ex* 
4iminations ; and^ with your Majesty's permission, 
-1 will go through the whole matter^ in that course 
which has been observed by the Report itself^' add 
which '«n exafnination bf the important matters 
that it contains^ in the order in which it state's 
tbemj will naturally suggest. 

The. Report, after referring to the Commission 
or Warrant under which their Lordships were act- 
'iBgy after stating that they had proceeded to exa- 
mine the several witnesses, whose depositions they 
annexed to their Report^ proceeds to state the ef« 
feet of the written declarations, which the Com*, 
missioners considered as the essential foundation of 
the whole proceeding.' " That they were state- 
<ments which had been laid before hi^ Royal Higlr- 
ness the Prince of Wales, respecting the conduct 
of her Royal Highness the Princess; that these 
stittemeats not only imputed to her Royal High* 
Bess, great impropriety and indecency of behavi- 
our, but expressly asserted, partly on the ground 
.pf certain alledged declarations -from the Priticess^s 
#wa«ROtttb^ Md partly otL'the ptidoM tiVietitHou 
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Af th< iDformants, the following most important 
facte ; viz. that her Knjal Highness bad been 
pregnant in the year 1802, in consequence of an 
illicit intercourse; and that stie had in the samA 
year, been secretly delivered of a male child ; 
which child had ever since that period been brought 
up by her Royal Highness in her own houiej and 
-under her immediate inspectioD. These allega- 
tions thus madCj bad, as the Commissioners found, 
been followed by declarations from other persons, 
who had not indeed spoken to the important facts 
of the pregnancy or delivery of her iloyal High- 
nesa, hut had related other particulars, in them- 
selves extremely suspicious, and still more so, when 
connected with the assertions already mentioned. 
The Report then states, that, in the painful situa- 
tion, in which his Royal Highness was placed by 
these declarations, they learnt that he had adopted 
the only course which could, in their judgmeatj 
with propriety be followed, wheninformationssuch 
as these bad been thus confidently alledged aud 
particularly detailed, and had in some degree been 
supported by collateral evidence, applying to other 
points of the same nature (though goingtoa far leas 
extent,} one luie could only be pursued." 

" Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty, 
and of concern for the public welfare required that 
these particulars should not be withheld from your 
Majesty, to whom more particularly belonged the 
cognizance of a matter of state, so uearly touching 
the honour of your Majesty's Royal Family, aud 
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by. possibility affecting the succestioa to yovr M^ 
jesty's crowft." 

The GommissioDers^ therefore^ yoiir Majesty 
f observes, goings they must permit me to wy, a lit- 
tle out of their way^ btfgio their Report^ by expres* 
siDg a clear and decided opinion^ that his Royal 
Highness was properly advised' (for yonr Majesty 
will undoubtedly conclude^ thaty upon a subject of 
this importance^ his Royal Highness cotrtd not but 
have acted by the advice of others), id referring 
this coinplaint to your Majesty^ for the purpose of 
its undergoiflgtbe investigation which has foNowed*. 
And unquestionablyp if the charge, referred to^ hi. 
this Report^ as made by Sir John and Lady D6ttg«- 
las, had been presented under circumstances, hi 
which any reasonable degree of credit could be 
giveu to them, or evta if they had not been pte« 
sented in such a manner, as to impeach the credit 
of the informers, and to bear internal evidence 6f 
their own incredibility, I should be the last person; 
who would be disposed to dispute the wisdom of 
the advice which led to make them the subject of 
the gravest and most aA:&ious Inquiry. And ytotir 
Majesty, acting upon a mere abstract of the dte^ 
clarations, which was all, that, bytbe recital of the 
Warrant, appears to have been laid before your Ma* 
j^sty, undoubtedly could not but direct an Inquffjr 
concerning my condirct. For though I h^ve nWt 
beM furnished with that abstract, yet I must {fre- 
soitt^ that it described the ctiiliinfttovy cootdht* tff 
these declarations, much in the sflftte xsMSoAi', M 



tliey are slated in the Report. And the crimina- 
tory parts of these declarations^ if viewed without 
refereccc to those traces of malice and resentment, 
with which the declarations* of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas abound ; if abstracted from all these cir- 
cuRistances, which shew the extreme improbabi- 
lity of thestory, the length of time, which my ac- 
cuser bad kept my alledged guilt concealed, the 
contradictions observable in the declarations of the 
other witnessesj all which, I submit to yourMajes- 
ty, are to an extent to cast the greatest discredit 
upon thetruth ofthcsedeclarations ; — abstracted, I 
fay, from these circumstances, the criminatory 
partsof them were unquestionably such, as to have 
placedyoiir Majesty under the necessity of directing 
some Inquiry concerning them. But that those, 
who had the opportunity of reading the long and 
malevolent narration of Sir John and Lady Doug- 
las, should not have hesitated before tliey gave any 
credit to it, is matter of the greatest astouishiuent 
to nie. 

The improbability of the story, would of Itself, 
I should have imagined (unless they believed me 
to be as insane as Lady Douglas insinuates), have 
been sufficient to have staggered the belief of any 
unprejudiced mind. For to believe that story, they 
were to begin with believin;^ tliat a person guilty of 
so foul a crime, so highly penal, so fatal to her ho- 
nour, her station, and her life, should gratuitously, 
and uselessly, have confessed it. Such a person 
under the necessity of concealing her pregnancy, 
* SfC A]>pendis (B.) 
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might liave been indispensably obliged to confide 
tier secret with those^ to whom she was to look for 
assistance in concealing its consequences. But 
Lady Douglas, by her own account, was informed 
by me of this fact, for no purpose whatever. She 
makes me, as those who read her declarations can- 
not fail to have observed, state to her, that she 
should, on no account, be entrusted with any part 
of the management by which the birth was to be* 
concealed.* They were to believe also, that, anx- 
ious as I must have been to have concealed the birth 
of any such child, I had determined to bring it up 
in my own house ; and what would exceed, as I 
should imagine, the extent of all human credulity, 
that I had determined to suckle it myself :f that I 
had laid my plan, if discovered, to have imposed it 
upon his Ro^al Highness as his child • Nay, they 
were to believe, that I had stated, and that Lady 
Douglas bad believed the statement to be true,that 
I had in fact attempted to suckle it;and only gave 
up that part of my plan, because it made me ner- 
vous, and was too much for my health. § And, after 
' all thig, they were then to believe, that having 
made Lady Douglas, thus unnecessarily, the confi- 
dant, of this most important and dangerous secret; 
having thus put my character and my life in her 
hands, I sought an occasion, wantonly, and with- 
out provocation, from the mere fickleness, and wih 
fulness of my own mind, to quarrel with her, to in- 
sult her openly and violently in my own bouse, to 

• See Appendix (B.) p. 61. t Ibid, p, 61. ^ Ibid. p. 76. 
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endeavour to ruin her reputation ; to expose her ia 
infamous anrJ indecent drawings enclosed in letters 
to her husband. The letters indeed are represen- 
ted to have been anonjmous, but, though anoBy- 
tnous, they are stated to have been written with 
my own hand, so undisguised in penmanship and 
style, that every one who had the least acquaint- 
ance with eitiicr, could not fail to discover them, 
and ( as if it were through fear.Icst it should not be 
sufficiently plain from whom they came) that I had 
sealed ihem with a. seal, which I had ahoitly be- 
fore used on an occasion of writing to her husband. 
All til is they were lo believe upon the declaration 
of a person, who, with all that loyalty and attach- 
ment wliich she expresses to your Majesty, ii'"! liis 
R03 al Highness the Prince of Wales, with all her 
obligation (o ihe whole Royal Family, (to whom 
she expresses herself to be liound by ties of res- 
pectful regard and aMiiihincnt which nothing can 
ever break ;) witli all lier dread of the mischievous 
consequences to the loutitrj', which might arise, 
from thedispuicd successrou to the Crown, on the 
pretensions I >(' an illegitimate child of mioe, never- 
theless continued, after this supposed avowal of 
my infamy, and my crime, after my supposed ac- 
kriiMvli'dgment of the birth of this child, which was 
to oc<asiiin all ihis mischief, to preserve, for near a 
twelvemonth her intimacy and apparent friendship 
with n.e. Nay for two lears more, after that inti- 
macy ha^ ceased, after that friendship had been 
broken off, by tny alledged misbehaviour to ber^ 
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eontintiecl stilf faithful to my secret^ and never dig- 
dosed it till (as her declaration states it) '' The 
'^ Princess* of Wales recommenced a fresh t6^1*<snt 
'^ of outrage against Sir John ; and Sir John dis- 
'^ covered that she was attempting to undermine 
^* his and Lady Douglas's character/' 

Those, then^ who had the opportunity of seeing 
the whole of this Narrative^ having had their jea- 
lousy awakened by these circumstances to the im- 
probability of the story^ and to the discredit of the 
informer^ when they came to observe^ how mali- 
jpiously every circumstance that imagination could 
suggest^ as most calculated to make a woman 
contemptible and odious/ was scraped and heaped 
up together in this Narrative, must sorely have had 
their eyes opened to the motives of «y accusers, 
and their minds cautioned against giving too easy 
a credit to their accusation, wlien they found mj 
conversation to be Represented as iBO»t loose^ and 
infamous ; my mind uninstructed and unwilling to 
'. learn ; my language, with regard to your Majesty 
and the whole of your Royal Family, foully dis- 
respectful and offensive ; and all my manners and 
habits of life mofit disgusting, I should have flat- 
tered myself, that I could not have been, in cha- . 
racter, so wholly unknown to them, but that they 
must hav.e observed a spirit, .and a colouring at 
least in this representation^ which must have 
proved much more against the disposition 
4tnd character of the itformers, and the quality 4>f 

'^ Se% Appoidiz, p« 90. 



their information, than againit the person wlio was 
the object of their charge. But when, in addition 
to all this, the Declaration states,* that 1 had, with 
rcB|Cttto my unfortunate and calainitoua separa- 
tion from his Royal tlighness, htated that 1 had 
acknowledged myself to have been the aggressor, 
frtm the beginning, and myself alone ; and when 
it further states, that if any other woman had so 
played and sported with her husband's comfort and 
popularity, she would have been turned out of his 
house, or left alone in it, and have deservedly fnt- 
teiiedher place in societff ; and further still, when, 
allcdgiugthati had once been dcNirous of procuring 
a separation from his Koyal Highness, and had 
pressed former Chancel lors to accomplish this pur* 
pose, it flippantly adds, that \" The Chancellor 
may now perhaps be able to grant her request." 
The malicious object of the whole must surely 
have been most obvious. 

For supposing these facts tohavc been alltrue; 
supposing this infamous and libellous description 
of my charaetor had been nothing buta correct and 
faithful representation of my vices and my infamy, 
would it not have been natural to have asked why 
they were introduced into this Declaration? What 
efl(-('t could they have had upon the charge of 
crime, and of Adultery, which it was intended to 
establish ? If it was only, in cxeculion of a pain- 
ful duty, which a sense of loyalty to your Majesty, 
"See Ap]icii(lix (B.) p. (15. -f Appendix (11.) p. 5tf, the note. 
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and obedience to the commands of the Prince of 
Wales at length reluctantly drew from them^ why 
all this malicious accompaniment?* '' His Royal 
Highnes8"indeed they say/'desired that theywould 
communicate the whole circumstances of their ac« 
quaintance with me^ from the day they first spoke 
with me till the present time ; a full detail of alt 
that passed during our acquaintance/^ and ^' how 
they became known to me^ it appearing to his 
Royal Highness^ from the representation of his 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex^ that his 
Majesty's dearest interests^ and those of this 
country^ were very deeply interested in the ques- 
tion/* and *' that he particularlj' commanded 
them to be very circumstantial 4n their detail 
respecting all they might know relative to the 
child that I affected to adopt/' 

But from the whole of this it is sufficiently 
apparent^ ttut the particularity of this detail 
was required, by his Royal Highness^ in respect 
of matters connected with that question, in which 
the dearest interests of your Majesty and thia 
country were involved ; and not of circumstances 
which could have no bearing on those interests. 
If it had been therefore true^ as I most solemnly 
protest it is not^ that I had in the confidence of 
private conversation^ so far forgot all sense of 
decency^ loyalty^ and gratitude, as to have ex- 
pressed myself with that disrespect of your Ma« 
jesty which is imputed to me ; — If I had been 

* See AppendiXf p. 90. 



what I trust those who have lived with me, or 
ever have partaken of my society, would not 
confirm, of a mind so uninformed and unculti- 
vated, without education or talents, or without 
any desire of improving myself, incapable of 
employment, of a temper so furious and violent, 
as altogether to form a character, which no one 
could bear to live witb^ who had the means of liv- 
ing elsewhere; — What possible progress would all 
this make towards proving that I was guilty of 
adultery!' These, and such like insinuations, as 
false as they are malicious, could never have proved 
crime in me, however manifestly they might dis- 
play the malice of my accusers. 

Must it not, then, have occurred to any one, 
who had seen the whole of this NarrativCjif the mo- 
tive of my accusers was, as they represent it, mere- 
ly thatof good patriots,of attached and loyal sub- 
jects, bound, in execution of a painful duty, impos- 
ed upon theni by his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, to disclose, in detail,all the facts which could 
establish my guilt, that these circumstances never 
would have made a part of their detail? Hut on 
the other haiid.jf their object was to traduce me; — 
if, falicly attributing to his Royal Jfighness, senti- 
ments which could belong to no ^icuerous bosom, 
but measuring liis nature by their own, they 
thought, vainly and wickedly, to ingratiate them- 
selves with him, by being the instruments of ac- 
cojnplisbihgray ruin ; — if aiming al depriving me 
of my rank and station, or of driving me from iliis 
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tounirj,thej determined to bring forward a charge 
of Treason against me^ wbich> thofigb tbey knew 
in tbeir consciences it was false^ yet tbey might 
hope would serve at least as a cover^ and a pre- 
tence> for such an imputation upon my character, 
as, rendering my life intolerable in this country, 
might drive me to seek a refuge in another ; if, 
the better to effectuate this purpose, they had re- 
presented all my misfortunes as my faults, and mif 
faults alone^drawn an odious and disgusting picture 
of me, to extinguish every sentiment of pity and 
compassion, which, in the generosity^ not only 
of your Majesty's royal bosom, and of the mem- 
bers of your Royal Family> but of all the inhabi- 
tants of your kingdom, might arise to commise- 
rate the unfortunate situation of a stranger, perse- 
cuted under a charge originating in their malice ;-"— 
if, for this, they flubg out, that I had justly for^ 
feited my station in society, and that a separation 
from my husband was, what I myself had once 
wished, aqd what the Chancellor might now per- 
haps procure for me; — or, if, in short^their object 
was to obtain my condemnation by prejudice, in- 
flamed by falsehood; which never could be ob- 
tained by justice informed by truth, then the 
whole texture of the declaration is consfstent, and 
it is well contrived and executed for its purpose. 
Bnt it is strange, that its purpose should have 
escaped the detection of intelligent and impartial 
minds* There was enough at least to have made 
them pause before they gava. such a ^degree of 
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cretlit to informations ofthisdescriptioti.as to have 
made them the foundations of so important and 
decisive a step, as that of advising them to belaid 
before your Majesty. 

And, indeed, such seems to have been the effect 
which this declaration at first produced. Because 
if it liad been believed, the only thing to have l-een 
done (according to the judgment of the Comnnis- 
sioners, ) would have been to have laid It imme- 
diately before your Majesty, to whom, upon eveiy 
principle of dutyjthe communication was due. But 
the declaration was made on the .'Jrd of December^ 
in the last year, and the communication was not 
made to your Majesty till the very end of May. 
And that interval appears to have beeu employed 
in collecting those other additional declarations, 
which are referred to intbeReport,and which your 
Majesty has likewise been pleased, by your gra- 
cious coDimands, to have communicated tome. 

These additional declarations do not, F submit, 
appear to furnish much additional reason for be- 
lieving the iiiLiffdible story. They were taken 
indeed" " for the purpose," (for they are so des- 
cribed, this is the, title which is prefixed to them 
in the authentic copies, with which I have been 
furnished,) " for the purpose of confirming the 
" statement made by Lady Douglas of the cir- 
" cumstanci's mentioned in her narrative," and 
th(.y are the examinations of two persons, who ap- 
pear to have formerly lived' in the family of Sir 
John and Lady Douglas, and of several servants of 
• See Appendix (B) iNo. 3. 
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te §my Hkwninni hdm cotettrriof ^ irilh Hit 
CMmritttaiefi ia lipprofkif.ihe advice vatar 
whieh hii Royal Highoets bai' acted^ I cmcelTCb 
it ta lia?e been at least cruel and iocoaaiderate^ te 
bafe advised the tfanaaiitiioo of such a charge te 
your Miyeitjr, till they had eihauited all the 
which private inquiry could have afforded^ to 
certain its falsehood or its truth. 

And wheait appears^that it wfes notihoiiglit na« 
cessary^ upon the first statement of it, as tfaQ Coaif 
misstoners seem to have imagined^ fiNrtllwllli te 
transmit to your Mijesty ; but it wae retained 
for near six months, firom the beginnkig of De^ 
comber till neaf the end of May; what is due tp 
myself obliges me toitate, that if there hadbutJkeoBi 
*4o that intenral, half the induitry employedt; to re^ 
move sttspteions» which was exerted to raise tbem# 
tb*re would never- have ejtist^ a necessity for 
troubling your Majesty with this durge at alh I 
beg to be understood as imputing this solely4o the 
advice given to his Royal Highness. He mustt of 
aecessityjhavielefl^the detail and the determinatioo 
upon this buMness to others. And it it evident to 
mm$ from what I now know, that his Royal High^ 
nem was not fairly dealt with ; that material infofir 
matkm watobtaiaedj to disprove part^>f the case 
agalnet me, whiclit not appearing in the dectera- 
tioas that were transmitted to your Majesty, Icojf^ 

dude wae never communicated toiiis Royal High- 
ness. 
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Ve^tftg, Bite, itftMigtjr^ t1iit-I htrettiieh f» 
cmnplain of^ that this fovl clMMrft tboiild luite bem 
8o readily credited to mj great prejudiee, at to 
liaTir occaiioned that ad rice to hogiren iriieb re- 
teommeoded the trantmission of it to yotir Majerty, 
t^bo^ once fbrtnally ia poMeMion of it, could not 
fail t0 aubject it to some inquiry.) I. bate dweK 
perhaps^ at a tedious looytb^ in disputing tbe pro« 
priety of tiie Cki^mmiMimiora' judgment^ in tbut 
approTing the course which was pursued. And^ 
lookii^ to the events and all tbe cireuisstanees 
connected With it^'perbapi I haTO reasou to refoies 
that the luquiry has taiMa place. For if three 
years concealiuonl of oiy supposed crime) could 
not impeach tbe credit of my accusers^ three timoi 
that period might perbaps be thought to baTc lell 
that crattity still unimpairedi : And^ had the false 
charge been delayed fill death had taken away the 
real parents of the child, wbieh Lady Doug as 
charges to bo mine; if time had deprived mo of 
those servants and attendants who hate been able 
io Ailly-to disprore the fact of my alledged preg« 
nancy, 1 know not where loould bare found the 
means or disproving iiscts and cbaiges, so falsely, 
iO efOidently, and positively, sworn to, as those 
to whioh Lady Dpnglas has attested* 

Following, as I proposed^ the course taken hi 
1^ Report I neat coine to thai p4rt of itf to which 
nnquestionaUy I arast loeur with the g so nte st 
tisfaction ; booauso it is thaipar^ which so o 



pictel}' absolves me of every possible suspicion, 
upon the t\fo miiterial charges, of pregnancy ^iid 
child-birth. 

TheCooiinissioners state in their Report,* that 
they began by examining " on oath the two prin- 
" cipalinformants,SirJohiiatid LadyDoiigliis.who 
" both positively awore, the former to his having 
" observed the fact of pregnancy, and the latter to 
" all the important particulars contained in tier 
" former declaration, and above referred to.* 
" Their examinations are annexed to the Report, 
'* and are circumstantial and positive." The most 
material of " tlie allegations into the truth of which 
" they had been directed to inquire, being thus far 
" supported by the oath of the parties froip wliom 
^' they had proceeded,'^ they state, " that they 
" felt it their duty to follow up the Inquiry by the 
*' ^examination of auch other persons, as they 
'^ judged best able to afford them information, as 
" to ttte facts in question." '" We thought it," 
they say, " beyond all doubt, that in this course 
" of Inquiry many particulars must be learnt which 
" would be necessarily conclusive on the truth or 
" falsehood of these declarations. So many per-t 
" sons must have been witnesses to the appear- 
" ances of an actual existing pregnancy, so many 
" circumstances must have been attendant upon 
** a real delivery, and difficulties so nurtierous and 
*' -idsurmouniable must have beeii invoived in any 

* Report, p. 6, ante. + See Appendix [A,) p. 49, 
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^' attempt to aceouat for the iaiPant in questioD^a* 
'' the chtM of another womaD^ if it had beeo iii 
^' fact the child of the Piriocefs ; that we entertain- 
^ ed a full and coofidentexpectation of arriTiogat 
'' complete proofs either in the affirmatire^ off 
^^ negatife on this part of the lubject/' '' This 
'^ expectation,^ they proceeded to state, '^ was not 
'^ disappointed. We are happy to declare to 
'f your Majesty, oq? perfect conviction that there 
f^ is DO foondatidn whatever for believing that tbe 
^' child riow'with the Princess u iht child of her 
^' Royal Highness/ or that she was delivered of 
^ any child in the year 1802 ; ' nor has any tiling 
*^ a|»pei^red-to us Which would warrant tbe belief 
^' thai ihe was- pregnant in that year, or at any 
^' other period withia the compass of our in- 
^ qoiries/' They then proceed to refer to the 
ctrcumstif.ntial evidence, hy which they state that 
it waib proved that the child was, beyond all doubt, 
born in'BrowtiloW'Street Hospital, on Uth July^ 
4602j'6f^e bbdy of Sophia Austin, and brought 
|o my house in the month of November following? 
•^" Neither should we,** they ax}d, ^' be more 
^* trarrinted in expressing any doubt respecting 
^' tMk alledgM pregnancy of the Princess,^s stated 
^tki'the orfgkial declairations ; a fact so fully con^ 
'*'HHitatettedj and by so 'many witnesses, to who« 
1^ i^t»ue, itVnnJt, in varidas ways, h^ve beet| 
'' known/^ltaat we CMnot think it entitled to thfe 
'' smallest credit/* Then, after stating that they 
))ave jRim^^ed the depotititw ffOiD'wJiiich they have 



collected these opinions, they add — " We hum- 
" bly offer to your Majesty our clear and unani- 
" mousjudgmcnt upon them, formed on full de- 
" liberation, and pronounced without hesitation, 
" on the result of the whole Inquiry." 

These two most important facts, therefore, 
which are charged against me, being so fully, and 
satisfactorily, disposed of, by the unanimous and 
clear judgment of the Commissioners; being so 
fully and completely disproved by the evidence 
which the Commissioners collected, I might, per- 
haps, in your Majesty'sjudgmentappear well jus- 
tified, in passing them by without any observation 
of mine, — But though the observations which I 
shall make shall be very few, yet 1 cannot forbear 
justdwelling upon this partof the case, for a few 
minutes ; because, if I do not much deceive myself, 
upon every principle which can govern the human 
mind, in the investigation of the truth of any 
charge, the fate of this part of the accusation must 
have decisive weight upon the determination of 
the remainder. I therefore must beg to remark, 
that Sir Jolin Douglas* swears to ray having ap- 
peared, some time after our acquaintance had com- 
menced, to be with child, and that one day I 
leaned oD the sofa, and put my hand upon mysto- 
mach,and said, " Sir John, I shall never be Queen 
" of England ;" and he said, " not if you don't 
" deserve," and I seemed angry at first, 

• See Appends (4) p. 6. 



Tbis cmlrieriafioif, * I apprehend^ if it hu thtf 
lemit lelatibo to the sobgect on which Sir John wit 
examined, n uit be giren for the parpose of inii* 
nnalii)^ ibat'I made an allusion to my pregnancy^ 
atif tlcMwat a sort of understanding between him 
and me upon the subject, and that he made me 
angry, by an expression which implied, that what 
I alluded to would forfeit my right to be Qoeen of 
England. — If this is not the meaning which Sir 
Johli intends to be annexed to this conversation^ I 
am perfectly at a loss to conceive what he can in- 
tend tO: convey* — Whether at any time, when 
J may bftve felt myself unwell, I may have used the 
^pressipq, which he here imputes to me, my me- 
mory will not enable me, with the least degree of 
c^taiifty to state. The words themselves seem^ 
to me to be perfectly innocent ; and the action of 
laying my hand upon my breast, if occasioned by^ 

aoy sense of internal pain at the moment, neither 
liimaturi^l, nor, as it appears to me, in any way 
censurable. But that I could have used these; 
wwds, ioteinding to convey to Six John Douglas 
the meaning; which I suppose him to insumatt, 
surpassei all human credulity, to believe. I could 
noi^ Itowever, fiNrbear to notice this passage in Sir 
Joha'f examination, because it must serve to dci^ 
aieaatrsrt6'*lo your Majesty how words, in them- 
•alvea OMlt innocent, are endeavoirred to be tor- 
lured, by being brought into the context with.liis 
npioioi of my^ pregnancy; to convey n meaning 
codtraijr.to thi^f, which I could by possibility 
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iwe intended to eoilfty# btit which it wU uHii^ 
ury thmt be ihboM imj^ute to me; to fife tbe;b«ti 
ter colour to thii false tcfellMtiei. :"r > 

As to Sir John DouglM, homkrdytoil nheli he 
fireari to the appearaneei of n 7 <pf egrwic^, ih4 
possibly Tttlght be only mjitokeni • Net that nlts4 
hike vn\\txc\lwe or dimiirrsh the gvtK of so scanda^ 
knit a' fldsehood upon oath/ But for Lady Douj^lai 
there eii^ncrtbeeven such anexcuse« Independent <o^ 
all (hose Mtratagant confessions which she falsely 
represents me to hare made, the states, upon bei^ 
own observation and ko6w1ed|;pe, that I'^al 'preg^ 
hant in the year 180^* Now, in the hahits of in* 
tercodrse and Intimacy, ^ith wliich I <!ertah!ltydf^ 
live vi'itb her, at that time, she could not be mis-* 
taken as to that fact* It is im postibte, tHefefbre^ 
that in swearing positiTcly to that fact, wbieh it #tf 
positively disproTcd, she can failtoappear to ytnii^ 
Migesty to he wilfully and deliberately forsworn^ 

As to the con versatioM which ^he asserts to hartf 
pissed between <us, I am well aware, that those/ 
who prefer her word to nine^ will not he eatiafiad 
^4^kbelieve her upon myblira dental j norfipar-^ 
^ps, Upon the ith probability «od extrkivi^anoe»ef 
the supposed pon^eriatioos tbe^Mtires.. Bui M;tok 
the facts of pregnasicy and deliTCfy^ which* idtfA 
proved to bb fUse^ ih the wor4s ^ ^a H^oj^t^ 

'^ by to maiy witoeisei» to whMD>- if true, ibtfk 
'^ must in vafioua ^m^^ have beeo k^^fitoj^ na 
person liviag can-doubt tbattho eriine«of adoltesg^ 
and treafOii,jslsoro«elhy thosvfbcii, hai^heiir«*» 
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l^mtited to Ibe fixed upon me^ .bj the deliberate 
and wilful falsehood of this my most forward acco* 
ser. And when it is once established, as it is, th^t 
my pregnancy and delivery are all Sir John and 
Lady Douglas's invention, I should imagine that 
tay confessions of a pregnancy which never exist- 
ed ; my confession of a delivery which never took 
place ; my confession of having suckled a child 
which I never bore, will hardly be believed upon 
the credit of her testimony. The credit of Lady 
Douglas, therefore, being thus destroyed, I trust 
Your Majesty will think that I ought to scorn to 
answer to any thing which her examination may 
contain, except so far as there may appear to b^ 
siny additional and concurrent evidence to sup- 
port it. 

This brings me to the remaining part of the Re- 

« 

port, which I read, I do assure yoqr Majesty, with 
a degree of astonishment and surprise, that I know 
not how to express. How the Commisdoners 
could, upon 6ueh evidence, from such witnesses,^ 
upon such an information, and in such an ex parte 
proceedi(|^, before I had had the possibility of be- 
ing heard, not only suffer themselves to form such 
an opinion, but to report it to Your Majesty, with 
all the weiglit add authority of their great names,! 
am perfectly at ti loss to conceive. Their great 
olKcial and judicial occupations, no doiibt, pre- 
vented that full attention to the subject which itre- 
quired. But I am not surdy without j.ust grounds 
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»f C^niptaiiit, ir they proceeded to pronnimce air 
opinion upon my rliaraclcr. without all tliat consi- 
deration and atleutinn, wliich the importance of 
it to (he peace of Your Miijesly's mind, to the 
honaur of your Royal Family, and the reputation 
cf the Pi iiiccss of VV ales, seeiOj indispensably, Iv 
have demanded. 

In the part ofthe Report alreadyrcferred to, the 
p^irlicularB of the charge, exclusive of those two 
important facts, whici) have been so satisfactorily 
disposed of, arc, as I hare already observed, vari- 
ttusly described by the Convmissioners; as, " raat- 
" (ers of great impropriety and indecency of beha- 
" >iour;" as " other particulars iu themselves e.v- 
" treaiely suspicious, and still more so, when con- 
" nccted with the assertions already nicntioned ;'* 
and us *' points of the same nature, though going 
" to a much less extent." But they do not be- 
come the subject of particular attention in the 
Report, till after the Commissioners had concluded 
that part af it, in which they give si> decisive ai> 
opinion against (he friith of the charge upon the 
two material facts. They then proceed to state — 

" That (hey cannot close tln'ir Report there,'" 
much as they could wish it; that besides the alle- 
gations of the pregnancy and delivery of tlic Prin- 
cess, those derlajat ions on the whole of %vliich your- 
Majesty had required their Inquiry and Report, 
contain other particulars respecting the conduct of 
Ilei Rfij/al Highiies%, iuvh as must, etpecially comiik'ting 
her exolud r-jnk and itttUoi', necesiari/^ ghe occusiuii ttt 
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tery unfavonrdbU interpretations. That from te*, 
rious depositions and proofs annexed to tbeit 
Report^ particularljf from the examination of Ro^ 
iert Bpdgood, IT. Cole, F. Lloyd, and Mrs. Zisie; 
several strong circumstances *of this description; 
liave been positively sworn to^ by witnesses^ ztfhJ 
cannot in tjie Judgment of the Commissioners, bs 
suspected of any unfavourable bias, and whose 
veracity in this RBsiffiOT^they h;id seen no ground 
to questiofu*' They then state that '^ on the pre^ 
else bearing and effect of the facts^ thus appears 
ing^ it is not for them to decide, these they sub^ 
mitto your Majesty^s wisdom. But they conceive 
it to be their duty to report on V^is part of the 
Inquiry, as distinctly as on tlie former facts ; 
that as,* on the one hand, the facts of pregnancy and, 
delivery are, in their minds, satisfactorily dispro«. 
Med, so on the otiier band they Chink, that the cir^^ 
cunistauces to uhick tlte^ now refinry particuiarly t/iose stated * 
4o have passed between Her Royal Highness and Cuptaim 
Manbify must be credited until they shaU receive some deeir 
sire contradict io/iy andif irue^ ure justly eutitlrd to the mosi 
serious consideration^ 

Your Majesty will not fail to observe that the 
Commissioners have entered into the examinatioqi 
ofthis part of the case, and have reported upon it, 
not mereh' as evidence in confirmation of the 
charges of pregnancy and delivery which they have 
completely negatived and disposed of, butas con« 
taioing substantive matters of charge,, ia itself. — 
That they consider it indeed as relating to points 
^' of the same nature, but going to a much less 



" eilent," not therefore as constituting actual 
crime, but as amounting to " improprieties and 
*' indecencies of behaviour, aggravated by the ex- 
" alted rank which I hold," as " occasioning unfa- 
" vourablo interpretations," and as " entitled to 
"the most serious consideration." And when 
they also state that it is not for thctn to decide on 
their precise bearingand effectj I think I amjusti- 
fied in concluding that they could not class them 
under any known head of crime; as, in that casc,upon 
their bearing and effect tliey would have been fully 
competent to have pronounced. 

I have, to a degree, already stated to Your 
Majesty, the ynpreccdeiiled hardship to which 
J conceive myself to have been exposed, by this ex 
parte Inquiry into the decorum of my private 
conduct. I have already stated the prejudice done 
to my character, by this recorded censure, from 
which I can liave no ajjpeal; and 1 press these 
considerations no further upon Your Majesty, at 
present, than to point out, in passing (his part of 
the Report, the just foundations which it affords 
me for making the complaint. 

YourMiijestywillalso, I am persuaded, not fail 
to remark the strange obscurity and reserve, the 
mysterious darkness, with whicii the Report here 
expresses itself; pnd every one must feci howlhis 
aggravates the severity and cruelty of the censure, 
by rendering it impossible distinctly and specifi- 
cally to meet it. The Commissioners state indeed 
that some things are proved against me, whicli 
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f^iust be credited till they shall receive a decmvA 
contradiction^ but what those things are they do 
not state. They are ^^particulars and circum^ 
stances whicfa^ especially^onsideringmy exalted 
rank^ must give occasion to the most unfavou- 
^' rable interpretations. They are several strong 
*' circumstances of this description/' '' they arc; 
^' if true^ justly deserving of most s^ious consider* 
^' ation/' and they '' must be credited till decid* 
^' edly contradicted/' But what are these cir- 
cumst^uces? . WJiat are these deeds without s 
name ? Was there ever a charge so framed ? 

m 

Was ever any one p.ut to answer any charge^ and 
decidedly to contradict it^ or submit to hate it 
credited against him, which was conceived in such 
terms, without the means of ascertaining what these 
things are^ except as conjecture may enable me to 
surmise, to what parts of the examinations of the. 
four witnesses on whom they particularly rely, they 
attach the importance and the weight which s^em 
to them to Justify these dark and ambiguous ecu* 
sures on my conduct ? But such as they are^ and 
whatever they may be, they must, your Majesty is 

told, be credited unless they are decidedly contra- 
dicted. 

Circumstances, respecting Captaiti Manby« 
indeed are particularized ; but referring to the 
depositions which apply to him, they contaia 
much matter of opinion, of hearsay, of suspicion. 
Are these hearsays, are these opinions, are these 
sjospicions, and conjectures of these witnesses^ to 
be believed against me, unless deeidedly contra-" 



dieted ? How can I decidedly contradict another 
person's opinion ? 1 may reason against its justice, 
but how can 1 contradict it ? Or how can I de- 
cidedly contradict any thing which is not pre- 
cisely specified, Bor distinctly known to me ? 

Your Majesty will also observe thatthe Report 
states that it is not for the Commissioners to de- 
cide upon the bearing and effctt oftliese facts; 
these are left for your Majesty's decision. But 
they add that if true, (bey are justly entitled to 
the most serious consideration. I cannot. Sire, 
but collect from these passages, an iitlimatiou t!iat 
some further proceedings may bo meditated. And 
perhaps, if I acted with perfect prudence, seeing 
bow much resaon I have to fear, from the fabri- 
cations of falsehood, I ought to have waited till I 
knew what course, civil, or criminal, your Ma- 
jesty might be advised to pursue before I offered 
any observations or answer. To tliis alternative 
however I ara driven. I must either remain si- 
lent, and reserve my defence, leaving the imputa- 
tion to operate most injuriously and fatally to my 
character ; or I must, by entering into a defence 
against so extended a charge, expose myself with 
much greater hazard lo any future attacks. But 
the fear of possible danger, to arise from the per- 
verted interpretation of my answer, cannot in- 
duce me to acquiesce under the cerfain mischief 
of the unjust censure and judgment wliich stands 
against me, as it were, recorded in this Report. 
1 shall tberefure, at wliatever hazard, proceed to 
uibuiit to your Majesty, in whose justice I have 



4ie most satisfactory reliancei my answer and iaf 
observations upon this part of the case. 

And here, Sire^ I cannot forbear again presuming' 
to state to your M ajesty^ that it is not a littler 
hardj that the Commissioners (who state in the 
beginning of their Report, that certain pistrticulars, 
in thediselfesj extremely suspicious^ were, in tbar 
judgment which they had formed upon them, be- 
fore they entered into the particulars of the In-« 
quiry, rendered still more suspicious from beings 
connected with the assertion of pregnancy and de- 
livery, should have made no observation upon the 
degr^, in which that suspicion must be propor- 
tiooably abated, when those assertion's of pregnancy 
and delivery, have been completely falsified and 
disproved ; that they should make no remark upoi^ 
the fact, that all the witnesses, (with the exceptioa 
of Mrs. Li8le^)on whom they specifically rely,werd 
every one of them, brought forward by the prin- 
cipal informers, for the purpose of supporting the 
false statement of Lady Douglas ; that they are thi^ 
witnesses therefore of persons> whom, after th^ 
complete falsification of their charge, 1 am justi«^ 
Qed in describing as conspirators who have heeuK 
detected, in supporting their conspiracy by their 
av¥n perjury. And surely where a co^nspiracy, to^ 
fix a charge upon an individual, has been plainly" 
iietected, the witnesses of those who have been atf 
detected iu that conspiracy,— 'Witnesses that ar^ 
brought forward' to support this falsae charge,—) 
%aanoi stand otherwiiie than considerably affected. 



in their credit, by tlicir connection witli tlinse wTi» 
are detected in that conspiracy. But instead of 
pointing out this circumstance, as calling, at leiist 
for some degree of caution and reserve, in consi- 
dering the testimony oftliese witnesses, the Report 
on the contrary, holds them up as worthy of par- 
ticular credit, as witnesses, who, iu the judgment of 
the Commissioners, cUunot he suspected of uuf'a- 
vnurable bias; whose veracity, in that respect,they 
have seen no ground to question ; and W'ho'must be 
credited till theyrcceivesome decided contradiction. 
Now, Sire, I feel the fullest confidence that I 
shall prove to your Majesty's most perfect sati^- 
factioHj that all of these witnesses (of course I still 
exclude Mrs. Lisle) are under the influence, and 
exhibit the symptoms of the most unfavourable 
bias ; — that their veracity i^ iu every respect to 
be doubted ; — and that they cannot, by any can- 
did and attentive mind, be deemed worthy of tlic 
least degree of credit, upon this charge, your 
Majesty will easily conceive, iiow great uiy sur- 
prise and asLouishiuent must have been at this 
part of the Kcport. I am indeed a little at a loss 
to know, whether 1 understand the passage, which 
1 have cited from the Report. " The witnossea 
" in the judgment of the Com miss loners arc not 
" to be suspected of unfavourable bias, and their 
" veracity in Hint respect they have seen no reasou 
" to question." What is meant by their having 
Been no reason to suspect their veracity in that 
7'espect? Do they mean, what the qualificaticm 
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seems to imply, that ther hare teen reason to 
question it in other respects ? Is it meant to be 
insinuated that they saw reason to question their 
veracity^ not in respect of an unfavourable bias, 
but of a bias in my favour? I cannot impute to 
them such an insinuation^ because I am satisfied 
that the Commissioners would never have intended 
to insinuate any thing so directly contrary to th^ 
truth. 

The witnesses specifically pointed out, as thui^ 
particularly deserving of credit, are *W, Cole, 
||R. Bidgood, fF. Lloyd, and J Mrs. Lisle. With 
respect to Mrs, Lisle/ I trust your Majesty will 
permit me to make my observations upon her 
examination, as distinctly and separately, as I 
possibly can, from th'e others. Because, as I ever 
had, and have now, as much as ever, the most 
perfect respect for Mrs. Lisle, I would avoid tbfc 
possibility of having it imagined that such obser- 
vations, as I shall be under the absolute necessity 
of making, upon the other witnesses, could be 
intended, in any degree, to be applied to her. 

With respecit to Cole, Bidgood, and Lloyd, 
they have all lived in their places, for a long time ; 
they had lived with His Royal Highness thje 
Prince of Wales before he married, and were 
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appoiDted b^' Inm to situations about me; Cole 
ami Lloyd iimnediaJelj' upon ray marriage, and 
Bidgood very sburtiy afterwards. I know not 
wbttlicr from this circumstance tbey may consider 
themselves as not owing tbat imdivided duty and 
regard to rae, which servunts of my own appoint- 
ment, might possibly have felt ; but if I knew 
nothing more of them than tbat they had consented 
to be voluntarily examined, for the purpose of 
supporting the statement of Lady Douglas on a 
charge so deeply allecting my honour, without 
communicating to me the fact of such examination, 
your Majesty would not, 1 am sure, he surprized, to 
find, tbat I saw, in that circumstance alone, suffi- 
cient to raise sowc suspicionsof an unfavourable 
bias. But when I find Cole, particularly, sub- 
mitting to this secret and voluntary examination 
against nie^ no less ihdii four times, and when I 
found, during IJie pcndeitcyof this Inquiry before 
the Commissioners, that oneof them, K. Bidgood, 
was so far connected, and in league, with Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, as to have communication 
with the latter, Itlioiight I saw the proof of such 
decided hostility and confederacy against me, tbat 
I felt obliged to order the discontinuance of his 
attendance at my house till further orders. Of 
the real bias of tbeir minds, however, with respect 
to mc, your Majesty will be better able to judge 
from the consideration of their evidence. 

The imputations which Icollect to beconsidered 
as cast upon me, by these several witnesses, are too 
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l^teat familiarity and intimacy with several gen- 
tlemen,~Sir Sidney Smithy Mr. Lawrence, Cap- 
fain Manby, and I know not whether the same 
are not meant to be extended to Lord Hood, Mr, 
Chester, and Captain Moore. 

With your Majesty's permission, therefore, I 
will examine th^ depositions of the witnesses, as 
they respect these several gentlemen, in their 
order, keeping the evidence, which is applicable 
to each case, as distinct from the others as I can. 

And I will begin with those which respect Sir 
Sidney Smith, as he is the person first mentioned 
in the deposition of W. Cole. 

W.Cole says,* 'Mhat Sir Sidney Smith first 
visited at Montague House in 1802; that he 
observed that the Princess was too familiar with 
Sir Sidney Smith. One day, he thinks in Febru- 
ary, he (Cole) carried into the Blue Room to 
the Princess some sandwiches which she had order- 
ed, and was surprised to see that Sir Sidney was 
there. He must have come in from the Park. If 
he had been let in from Blackheath he must have 
passed through the room in which he ( Cole) was 
waiting. When he had left the sandwiches, he 
returned, after some time, into the room, and 
Sir Sidney Smith was sitting very close to the 
Princess on the sofa ; He ( Cole) looked at her 
Royal Highness, she caught his eye, and saw that 
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he noticed the manner in which they were sitting 
together, thej appeared both a little confused." 

R. Bidgood aajB also, in his deposition* on the 
6th of Jnnr, (for he was examined twice) " that it 
was early in 1802 that he first observed Sir Sid- 
ney Smith come to Montague House. He ueed 
to stay very late at iiiglit ; he had seen hi;ii early 
in the morningthcrc ; about ten or eleven o'cl'ick. 
He was at Sir John Douglas's and was in the habit 
as well as Sir John and Lady Douglas of dining or 
having luncheon, or supping there evi ry day. 
He saw Sir Sidney Smidi one day in 1803 in the 
Blue Room, about It o'clock in tlie morning, 
■which was full two hours before tiiey expected 
ever to see company. He asked the servants why 
they did not let him know Sir Sidney Smith was 
there ; the footman told him that they had let no 
person in. There was a private door to the Park, 
by which he might have come in if he had a key 
to if, and hrive got into the Blue Room without 
any of the servants perceiving him. And in his 
second deposition, tiiken on the 3d of July, he 
says he lived at Montague House when Sir Sidney 
came. Her (the Princess's) manner with him ap- 
peared very familiar ; she appeared very attentive 
to him, but he did not suspect any thing further. 
Mrs. Lisle says that the Princess at one time 
appeared to tike Sir John and Lady Douglas. 
" I have seen Sir Sidney Smith there very late in 
the evening, but not alone with the Princess. I 
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bave no reason to suspect he had a key of the Park 
gate ; 1 never heard of any body being found wan- 
dering about at Black heath.'' 

Fanny Loyd does not mention Sir Sidney Smith 
in her deposition. 

. Upon the, whole of this evidence then^ which 
is the whole that respects Sir Sidney Smith, in 
any of these depositions (except some particular 
passage in Cole's evidence which are so impoi- 
tant as to require very particular and distinct state- 
ment) 1 would request your Majesty to understand 
that, with respect to the fact of Sir Sidney Sniith's 
visiting frequently at Montague House, both with 
Sir John and Lady Douglas, and without them ; 
with respect to his being frequently there, at lun- 
cheon, dinner, and supper; and staying with the 
rest of the company till twelve, one o'clock, or 
even sonoietimes later, if these are some of the facts 
^^ which must give occasion to unfavourable inter- 
pretations, and must be credited till they ai^ 
contradicted ; they are facts, which I never cap 
contradict, for they are perfectly ' true. And X 
trust it will imply the confession of no^ guilt, to 
admit that Sir Sidney Smith's conversation, his 
account of the various and extraordinary events, 
ai^d heroic achievements in which he had been 
concerned, amused and interested me ; and thie ' 
circumstance of his living so much with his 
friends. Sir John and Jli^Hly Douglas, in my neigh- 
bourhood on Blackheatbi gave the opportunity of 
his increasing his acquaintance with me. 






It happciicil iiho that about tliis time I fittetl up, 
as your Miijcsiv may have observed, one of the 
rooms in my house after the ilishion of a Turkish 
Tent. Sir Sidney furnished me with a pattern for 
it, in adrawing of the Tentof Murat Bey, which 
he had brought over with him from Egypt. And 
he faught me how to draw Egyptian Arabesques, 
which were necessary for the ornaments of the 
cieling; this may have occasioned, while that 
room was fitting up, several visits, and possibly 
some, though I do not recollect them, as early in 
the morning as Mr. Bidgood mentions. I beHeve 
also that it has happened more than onee, that, 
walking with my ladies in the Park, we have met 
Sir Sidney Smith, and that he has come in, with 
lis, through the gate from the Park. My ladies 
may have gone up to take off their cloaks, or to 
dress, and have left me alone with him: and, at 
some one of these times, it may very possibly 
have happened that Mr. Cole, and Mr. Bidgood 
may have seen him, when he has not come through 
the waiting-room, nor been let it by any of the 
footmen. But I solemnly declare to your Majesty 
that I have not the least idea or belief that he ever 
had a key of the gate into the Park, or that he 
ever entered in or passed out, at that gate, except 
in company with myself and my ladies. As for 
the circumstance of my permitting him to be in 
the room alone with me ; if suffering a man to be 
so alone is evidence of guilt,fiom whence the Com- 
missioners can draw any unfavourable inference, I 
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must leave them to draw it^ For I c^nHot deoy 
that it has happened, and happened frequently ; 
not only with Sir Sidney Smith, but with many, 
many others ; gentlemen who have visited me ; 
tradesmen who have come to receive my orders ; 
masters whom I have had to instruct me, in paints 
ing, in music, in English, &c. that I have re- 
ceived them without any one being by. In short, 
I trust 1 am not confessing a crime, for unques- 
tionably it is a truth, that I never had an idea that 
there was any thing wrong, or objectionable, in 
thus seeing men, in the morning, and I confidently 
believe your Majesty* will see nothing in it, from 
which any guilt can be inferred. I feel certain 
that there is nothing immoral in the thing itself; 
and I have always understood, that it was perfectly 
customary and usual for ladies of the first rank, and 
the first character, in the country, to receive the 
visits of gentlemen in a morning, though they might 
be themselves alone at the time. But, if, in the 
opinions and fashions of this country, there should 
be more impropriety ascribed to it, than what it 
ever entered into my mind to conceive, 1 hope your 
Majesty, and every candid mind, will make allow- 
ance for the different notions which my foreign 
education and foreign habits may have given me. 
But whatever character may belong to this prac- 
tice, it is not a practice which commenced after my 
leaving Carlton House. While there, and from 
my first arrival in this country, I was accustomed, 
with the knowledge of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and without his ever having 



hinted to me the slightest disapprobation, to re- 
ceive lessons from various masters, for my amuse- 
ment, and improvement ; I was attended by them 
frequently, from twelve o'cli)ck till five in the af- 
ternoon ; — Mr. Atwoodfor music, Mr. Geft'adiere 
for Enghsh, Mr. Tourfronelli for painting, Mr. 
Tutoye for imitating marble, Mr. Elwes for the 
harp. 1 saw them all alone ; and indeed, if i were 
to see them at all , I could do no otherwise than see 
them alone. Miss Garth, who w as then sub-gover- 
ness to my daughter, lived, certainly, under the 
same roof with me, but she could not be spared 
from her duty and attendance on my daughter, I 
desired her sometimes to come down stairs, and 
read to me, during the time when I drew or paint- 
ed, but my Lord Cholmondely informed me this 
could not be. 1 then requested that I might have 
one of my bed-chamber women to live constantly 
at Carlton House, that I might have her at call 
whenever I wanted her; hut I was answered that 
it was not customary, that the attendants of the 
Royal Family should live with them in town ; so 
that request could not be complied with. But, 
independent of this, I never conceived that it was 
offensive to the fashions and mannersof the country 
to receive gentlemen who might call upon me in a 
inorning, whether I had or had not any one with 
me; and it never occurred tome to think that there 
was cither impropriety or indecorum in it, at that 
time, nor in continuing the practice at Montague 
House. But this has been confined to morning 
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^itt, ra no private apartmeiite inbiy^bAuse) bul 
hi mydrawing-room, where my ladies ImTe at'att 
times' free access, and as they ustmlly take th€^ 
kiDcheon with me, except when they are engaged 
with visitors or pursuits of their own, !t could but 
rarely occurthat I could be left with any gentlemaii 
alone for any length of t]me,uQles8theTeweresome'- 
thing, in the known and avowed business, which 
might occasion his waking upon t&e, that would 
lully account for the circumstance* 

I trust yeur Majesty will excuse the length af 
which I have dw^t upon this topic, I perceived^ 
from the ^examinatioas, that ft had been much tn^ 
ijuired after, and I fek it necessary to represent it 
in its true light. And the candour of your Majea* 
ty'smind will, I am ceaftdeut, suggest that those 
who are the least conscious of intending guilty are 
the least^suspifeious ^f having it imputed to them ; 
and therefore that they de net think it necessary to 
^ar43thems<^ves et^very ftfrn, with witneaseit 
to'prbve their innocence, faricyihg their character 
to be safe, its long as their cohduct is innocent, ana 
that guilt will not be imputed to tbem from action^ 
^uite indifferent. 

The deposition however of Mr. Cole is not con- 
fined to my being alotie with Sir Sidney Smith. 
The circumstances in which he observed us toge • 
ther he particularizes, and states his opinion* Rie 
introduces, indeed, the whole of the evidence by 

saying that I was too familiar withSirSidneySmitb; 
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hut as 1 trust I am not yet so far degraded as to 
have my character decided by the opinion ofMr. 
Cole, 1 shall not comment upon that observation. 
lie then proceeds to describo tho scene which he 
observed yii the day whijn he brought in the sand- 
wiches, which I trust your Majosty did not fail to 
notice, I had mi/self ordered to be brouglu in. 
Fot there is an obvious insinuation that Sir Sidney 
must have come in through tlio Park, and that 
there was great impropriety in his being alone with 
me. And at least the witness's own story proves, 
whatever impropriety there might be, in this cir- 
cumstance,that I was not conscious of it,normeant 
to take advantage of his clandestine eui/v, from the 
Park, to conceal the fact from my serv ant's obser- 
vation. Foriflhad had such consciousness, or 
such meaning, I never could have ordered sand- 
wiches to have been brought in, or any other act to 
have btjen done, which must have brought myself 
under the notice of my servants, while I continued 
in a si tuation,which I thought improper,and wished 
to conceal. Any of the circumstances of this visit, 
to wtiich this part of the deposition refers, my me- 
mory does not enable me in the least degree to par- 
ticularize and recal. Mr. Cole may have seen 
me sitting on the same sofa with SirSidney Smith. 
Nay, I have no doubt he must have seen me, over 
and over again, not only with Sir Sidney Smith,but 
1 other gentlemen, sitting upon the same sofa . 
ust your Majesty will feel it the hardest 
■ ginable, that I should be called upon to 
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tccount what corner of. a sofa] sat ypon four yeam 
ago, and how close SirSidney Smith was sitting to 
me« I can only solemnly- aver to your Majesty^ 
that my conscience supplies me with the (ullestt 
oceans of. confidently assuring you, that I nevn 
permitted Sir Sidney Smith to sit dn any sofa witiii 
me in any manner^whicb, in my ownjudgm^twa^r 
in the slightest degree offensive to the strictest 
propriety and decorum. In thejudgmentofn^njg 
personSfperhaps, a Princess of Wales should at ua 
time forget the elevation <of her raqk^ or descend, ia 
aqy d^ree to the familiarities and intimacies: of 
private life. Under any circumstances, this would 
be a hard condition to be annexed to her situation* 
Under the circumstances, in which it has been my 
paisfortune to have lost the necessary support to 
the dignity and station of a Princess of Wales^ to 
have assumed and maintained an unbending, dig^ 
nity would have been impossible, and if possible^ 
could liardly have been expected from me. 

After these observations, Sire, I must now re- 
quest your Majesty's a|:tention to those written 
declarations which are mentioned in the Report, 
and which I shall never be able sufficiently to thank; 
your Majesty for having c^nd^HM:ended, in conipU* 
ance with my earnest request, to order to be trans- 
mitted to me. From observations upon those d^^r 
clarations themselves, as well as upon comparing 
them with the depositions made before the Cqjpo^ 
missi oners, your Majesty will see the strongest 
reason for discrediting the testimony of W. Cole, 



«i well as others of these witnesses whose credit 
•lands in the opinion of the Commissioners so un- 
impeachable. They supply important observa- 
tions, even with respect to that part of Mr. Cole'3 
evidence which I am now considering, though in 
BO degree equal in importance to those which I 
shall afterwards have occasion to notice. 

Your Majesty will please to observe, that there 
are no less than four different examinations, or de- 
clarations, of Mr. Cole. They are dated on the 
11th, I -1th, and 30th of January, and on 93rd of 
February. In these four different declarations he 
twice mentions thecircumatance of findingSir Sid- 
ney Smith and myself on the sofa, and he mentions 
it not only in a different manner, at each of those 
times, but at both of them in amiftner, which ma- 
terially differs from his deposition before the Com- 
missioners. In hisdeclaratiouon the 11th ofJanuary' 
hesays, that he found us in so familiar a posture, 
astoa/arm him very much, which he expressed 
by a start bade and a look at the gentleman. 

In that dated on 92d of February,t however 
(being asked, I suppose as to that which he had 
dated to assert, of the familiar posture which had 
alarmed him 9omuch,)hesay3, "there was nothing 
particular in our dress, position of legs, or arms 
that was extraordinary ; he thouglit it improper 
that a single gentleman should be sittingquite close 
to a married lady on the sofa, and from that situaJ 
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^0*5 MAf$hH^r ob&emttimm lb tlio«ight the'ttiiiif 
improper. In this second account^therefore^yovr 
Majesty perceives he wao obliged to ^bring in hi# 
former obseif vatioA to help oat the statement, in 
order to accoaflt fbv his having been so shockedl 
with what he saw, as to express his alarm by 
" starting back/* But nnforti^natefy he ncconbta 
for it, as it seems to me at least, by the very cir- 
cumstance which would have induced him to have 
been lees surprised, and consequently less startled 
by what he saw ; for had his former observations 
been such as he insinuates, he would have been 
prepared the more to expect, and the less to be 
•i!r|hrised at, what he pretends to have seen. 

But your Majesty will observe, that in his depo- 
sition before the Commissioners* frecoUectitig 
perhaps how awkwardly he had accounted for hid 
stairting in his former declaration,) he drops hjs 
starting altogether. Instead of locking at the gen-* 
tleman only, he looked at us both,that 1 c^aught fait 
eye,and saw that henoticedthemanner in which we 
Were sitting,and instead of his own starting, or a^ 
description of the manner in which he exhibited 
his own feelings, we are represented ' as both ap- - • 
peorifig a Utile confused. Onv confusion id* a ciri 
cumstance^ which during his four^ dedarations^ 
whiefa he made before the appointment of th* 
Commissioners, it never once occurred tohimtd 
recollect. And now he ddes recoHect it, we ajH 
^ared,hesays, "a littlecpnfused.^— A Httleeofr- 
fasedh^The Pfkwress of Wales detected in i tiltfusli 
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Mion auch as to shock and alarm ber 9ervant,and so 

detected RS to be sensible of her detection, andso 
conscious of the impropriety of the situation as to 
exhibit symptoms of confusion; would not her 
confusion have been extreme? would it have been 
BO little as to have slipped the memory of the wit- 
ness who observt'd it, during his first four decla- 
rations, and at last to be recalled to his recollection 
in such a manner as to be represented in the faint 
andfeeble way, in which he here describes it. 

Wliat weight your M;ijcsty will ascril>e to these 
differences in the accounts given by this witness, I 
cannot pretend to Ray, Uut lamreadv Ii> confess 
that, probably, if there was nothing stronger of 
the same kind to he observed, in other parts of his 
testimony, the inference wliicli would be drawn 
from them, would depend very much upon ihe 
opinion previously entertained of the witness, To 
me, wlioknow manv parts of liis teslimonv to be 
absolutely false, and all the colouring given to it to 
be wliolly from his own wicked and nialicioiis in- 
vention, itappenrs plain, that these dilfcrenccs in 
his representations, are the unsteady, awkward, 
shuHles and fjrevaricationsof falsehood. To those, 
if there arc any such, who from preconceived pre- 
judices in liis favour,or from anv other circumstan- 
ces, think tliat his veracity is free from all suspi- 
cion, satisfactory means of recnnciling tliem may 
possibly occur. But before I have left Mr. (_'ole's 
examinations, your Majesty wdl find that they 
wiUhove much more to account foi, and much 
more to reconcile. 
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Mr. Cole's examination before the Commission^ 
tn goes on thus : — " ♦A short time before this, 
^* one night about twelve o'clock, I saw a man gd 
** into the house from the Park, wrapt up in a 
^* great coat. I did not give any alarm, for thcf 
'^ impression on my mind was, that it was not 
^^ a thief.'* When I read this passage, Sire, I 
could hardly believe" my eyes ; when I found sucba 
feet left in this dark state, without any further ex* 
planation, or without a trace in the examination of 
any attempt to get it further explained; Howiie 
got this impression on his mind, that this was not? 
a thief? Whom he believed it to be ? What part 
of the house he saw him enter ? If the drawing* 
room, or any part which I usually occupy, who 
was there at the time ? Whether I was there ? 
Whether alone, or with my Ladies ? or with other 
company ? Whether he told any body of the cir-. 
trumstance at the time ? or how long after ? Whom 
he told? Whether any inquiries -were .made in 
consequence ? These, and a thousand other ques- 
tions, with a view to have penetrated into themys* 
tery of this strange story, and to have tried the 
credit of this witness^ would, I should have thought, 
have occurred to any one ; but certainly must have 
occurred to persons so experienced, and. so able 
in the examination of facts, and the trying of the 
credit of witnesses, as the two learned Lords un- 
questionably are, whom Your Majesty took ear# 
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to have introduced into this Commission. They 
' never could have permitted these unexphiined, and 
unsifted, hints and insinuiitions to have had the 
weight and effect of proof. — Uut, unfortunately for 
me, the duties, probably, of their respective situ- 
ations prevented their attendance on the examina- 
tion of this, and on the first examination of another 
most important witness, Mr. Robert Bidgood^ 
and surely your Majesty will permit me here,with- 
out offence, to complain, that it is not a little hard, 
that, when your Majesty had shewn your anxiety 
to have legal accuracy, and legal experience assist 
on this. examination, the two most important wit- 
nesses, in whose examinations there is more mat- 
ter for unfavourable interpretation, than in all the 
rest put together, should have been examined with- 
out thebenefit of this ace uracy,and this experience. 
And I am thebetterjustified in making this obser- 
vation, if what has been suggested to me is correct ; 
that, if it shall not be alio v;ed that the power of ad- 
ministering an oath under this warrantor commis- 
sion is questionable, yet it can hardly be doubted, 
that it is most questionable whether, according to 
the terms or meaning of the warran t or commission, 
as it constitutes no quorum. Lord Spencer and 

trd Grenvillc could administer an oath, oract in 
I jence of the other Lords ; and if they could 
. Cole's falsehood must be out of the reach 
ishment. 
urning then from this digression, will Your 
esty permitmetoask, whether lam to under- 
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Mandthis fact, respecting the man in a great coatj 
to be one of those which must necessarily give oc- 
casion to the most unfavourable interpretations? 
which must be credited till decidedly contradicted ? 
and which if true, deserve the most serious consi* 
deration ? The unfavourable interpretations which 
this fact hiay occasion, doubtless are, that this 
man was either Sir Sidney Smith, or sonie othar 
paramour^ who was admitted by me into my house 
in di^uise at midnight, for the accomplishment of 
my wieked and adulterous purposes. And is it 
possible that your Majesty, is it possible that any 
candid mind can believe this fact, with the un<- 
fevourable interpretations which it occasions, on 
the relation of a servant, who'for all that appearSt 
mentions it for the first time, four years after the 
event took place ; and who gives, himself, this 
picture of his honesty and fidelity to a mast0r» 
whom he has served so long, that he, whose nerves 
are of so moral a frame, that he starts at seeing % 
single man sitting at mid-day, in an open drawing-* 
room, on the same sofa, with a married woman, 
permitted this disguised midnight adulterer, to ap- 
proach his master's bed, without taking any notice^ 
without making any alarm, without offenng any 
interruption. And why ? because (as heexor-^ssly 
states) he did not believe him to be -a thier : and 
because (as he plainly insinuates) he did believe 
him to bean adulterer. 

But what makes the manner in which the Com-' 

N 



nissioners suffered this fact to remain 90 unex* 
plained, the more extraordinary is thia ; Mr. Cole 
had in his original declaration of the* llth ofJa- 
Buarj, which was before the Commissioners, stated 
" that one night, about twelve o'clock, he saw a 
person wrapped up in a great coat, go across the 
Park into the gate at the Green House, and he 
Verily believes it was Sir Sidney Smith." In his de- 
claration then, (when he was not upon oath) lie 
ventures to state, " that be verily believes it was 
Sir Sidney Smith." When he is upon his oath, in 
his depositions beibre the Commissioners, all that 
he ventures to swear is, " that he gave no alarm, 
because the impression upon his mind was, that it 
was not a thief ! !" Andtheditference is most im- 
portant. " The impression upon his mind was, 
that it was not a thief! !" I believe him, and the 
impression upon my mind too is, that he ^ncio it 
lyas not a thief — That he knew who it was^ — and 
that lie knew it was no other than my watchman. 
What incident it is that he alludes to, I cannot pre- 
tend to know. But thisl know, that if it refers to 
tiny ni;ui with whose proceedings I havt the least 
acquaintance or privity, it must have been my 
watchman; who, if he executes my orders, nightly, 
and often in the night goes his rounds, both inside 
■ and outside of my house. And this circumstance, 
■wliich 1 should think would rather afford, to most 
minds, au inference that 1 was not preparing the 

I 

• Ai.pendix, (B.) p. 08. 
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tvay of planning facilities for secret midqight assi^* 
nations, has, in my conscience, I bdieve, (if therfe 
is one word of truth in any part of this story, anfl 
the whole of it is not pure invention) afforded the 
handle, and suggested the idea, to this honest,trusty 
man, this witness, " who cannot be suspected of 
any unfavourable bias,** " whose veracity in that 
respect the Cotnmi«sioners saw no ground to quCT^ 
tion," and '* who must be credited till he receiv^ 
decided contradiction," suggested, I say, t!ie idea 
of the dark and vile insinuation contained'in this 
part of his testinjony. '• 

Whether I am right or wrong, however, in thh 
•conjecture^ this appears to be evident, that his eX* 
aminationis so left, that supposing an indic^ent 
for perjury or false swearing, would lie against any 
witness, examined by the Commissioners^ and sup- 
posing this examination had been taken before tlm 
whole four.' — If Mr. Cole was indicted for perjury, 
in respect to this part of his deposition, the proof 
that he did see the watchnian, would necessarily 
acquit him; would establish the truth of what h^ 
said^ and rescue him^ from the punishment of per<> 
jury, though it would at the same time prove t^o 
falsehood and injustice of the inference, and the 
insinuation, for the establishment of which ajgnc, 
die faj?t itself was sworn, 

Mr, Cole chooses further to state, that he as« 
cribes his removal from Montague House to Lon- 
don, to the discovery he had made, andthenotiop 
ibe ba4 tak^n pf the iinproper ^i^uation of Sir SiA^- 



ney Smith with me upon the sofa. To this I can 
oppose little more than my own assertions, as uiy 
motives can only be known to myself. —But jMr. 
Cole was a very disagreeable servant to me; he 
was a man, who, as I always conceived, had been 
educated above his station. He talked Trench, 
and was a musician, playing well on the violin. — 
By thesequatifications he had got admitted occiisi- 
onally, into better company, and this probably led 
to that forward and obtrusive conduct, which I 
thought extremely ofieiisive and impertinent in a 
servant, I had long been extremely displeased with 
him; I had discovered, that when I went out he 
would come into my drawing-room, and play on 
my harpsichord, or sit there reading my books ;--- 
and, in short, there was a forwardness which would 
have led to my absolutely discharging him a long 
time before, ifl had not iiiadeasort of rule to my- 
self, to forbear, as long as [jossibie, from removing 
any servant who had been placed about me by his 
Eoyal Highness.— Before Mr. Cole lived with the 
Prince, he had lived witli the IJnke of Devon- 
sliire, and I had reason to believe that he carried to 
Devonshire House ail the observations he could 
make at mine. Tor these various reasons, just 
belbre the Duke of Kent was about to go out of 
tlie kingdom, I requested his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent, who had been good enough to take 
the trouble of arranging many particulars in my 
fistahlishment, to nnike tlie arrangements with re- 
spect to Mr. Cole ; which was to leave liini in town 
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to wait upon mc only i^hen I went to CarlkNi 
House, aud not to come to Montague House ex^ 
cept when specially required. This arrangeoient, 
it Steems, offended him« It certainly deprived him 
of some perquisites which he had whenliviyg^t 
Blackheath ; but upon the whole, as it left him M 
much more of hi« time at his own disposal, I should 
not have thought it had been much to his preju> 
dice. It seems however, that he did not like it; 
and I must leave this partof the case with this on^ 
observation more — That Your Majesty, I trugt, 
will hardly believe, that, if Mr. Cole had, by any 
accident, discovered any improper conduct of 
mine, towards Sir Sidney Smith, or any one else, 
the way which I should have taken to suppress his 
information, to close his mouth, would have been 
by immediately adopting an arrangement in my 
family, with regawi to him, which was either pre- 
judicial or disagreeable to him : or that the way to 
remove him from the opportunity and the tempta- 
tion of betraying my secret, whether through 
levity or design, in the quarter where it would be 
most fatal to me that it should be known, was bir 
making an arrangement which, while all his re- 
sentment and anger were fresh and warm about 
him, would place him frequently, nay, almost 
daily^ at Carlton House ; would place him pre^ 
cisely at that plac(^ from whence, unquestionably^ 
it must have been my interest to have kept him 
as far removed as possible.. -^ 

^L.Xbeiie 19 Uttl^jox nothing in the exaniinations of 



theother witnesses which is material for me to ob- 
serve upon, as far as respects this part of the case. 
It appears from them indeed, what I have had no 
difficulty in admitting, and have observed upon 
before, that Sir Sidney Smith was frequently at 
Montague House— -that they have known liirn to 
be alone with me in the raorning, but that they 
never knew him alone with me in au evening, or 
staying later than ray company or t!ie Ladies— for 
what Mr. Stikeman says, with respect to his being 
alone with me in an evening, can only mean, and 
is only reconcileuble with all the rest of the evi- 
dence on this part of the case, by its being under- 
stood to mean alone, in respect of other company, 
but not alone, in the absence of my Ladies. The 
deposition indeed of my servant, S. Roberts* 
is thus far material upon that point, that it exhibits 
Mr. Cole, not less than three years ago, endea- 
vouring tocollectevidence upon these points to my 
prejudice. For Your Majesty will find that he 
says, " I recollect Mr. Cole* once asking me, I 
" think three years ago, whether there were any 
" favourites in the family. I remember saying 
" that Captain Manby and Sir Sidney Smith were 
" frequently at Blackhealh, and dined there 
" oftener than other pei-sons." He tlien pro- 
ceeds---" I never knew Sir Sidney Smith stay 
" later than the Ladies ; I cannot exactly say at 
" what time he went, but I never remember his 
" staying alone with the Princess." 

As to what is contained in the written declara- 

• Sec Appendix (A) No. 8. 
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tions of Mr. and Mrs. Lampert^ the old servaate 
of Sir John and Lady Douglas (as from some cirw 
cumstance or other respecting^ I conceive, either 
their credit or their supposed importance), the 
Commissioners have not thought proper to exaw 
mine them upon their oaths,* I do not imagine 
Your Majesty would expect that I should take auy 
notice of them. And as to what is deposed by my 
Lady Douglas, if your Majesty will observe the 
gross and horrid indecencies with which she ushers 
in, and states my confessions to ber, of my assert* 
ed criminal intercourse with Sir Sidney Smith/ 
Your Majesty, I am confident, will not be sur* 
prised that I do not descend to my particular ob- 
servations on her deposition.— rOne, and one only 
observation, will I make, which, however, could ' 
not have escaped Your Majesty,, if I hadtvstmitted 
it. — That your M^esty will have an excellent por« 
traiture of the tr^ie female delicacy and purity of 
tny Lady Douglas's mind and character, when yoti 
will observe that she deems wholly insensible td 
what a sink of infamy she degrades herself by hei 
testimony against me. It is not only that it ^ap- 
pears, from her statement, that the was contented 
to live, in familiarity and apparent friendship with 
me, after the confession whick J made of my adul- 
tery (for by the indulgence and liberality^ as it is 
called, of modern^anners, the company of adul* 
tresses hi»>ceased to reflect that discredit upon the 

'. ^. For the famf tcwoii tbcf af# w^ priated in Appendix B., 



characters nf otlicr women who admit fo tlieir so- 
cielv.wliich tlie best interests of fcmule virtue may 
perhaps require.) But she was contented to live in 
IhnjitiaritVwilh a woman, who, if Lady. Douglas's 
evicicnce of me is true, was a most low, vulgar, 
and profligate disgrace to her sex. The grossness 
of whose ideas and conversation, would add in- 
famy to the lowest, most vulgar, and most infa- 
mous prostitute. It is not, however, upon this 
circumstance, that I rest assured no reliance can 
be placed on Lady Douglas's testimony ; butafter 
v.ljat is proved, with regard to her evidence re- 
Bpecring my pregnancy and delivery jii IS02,I am 
certtin that any observations upon her testimony, 
or her veracity must be flung away. 

Your Majesty has therefore now before you Ihe 
Rtatc oftlhe charge against me, as far as it respects 
Sir ??i(.inev Smith. And this is, as 1 understand 
the llefjort, one of the ctarges whtc/iy with its wn~ 
favourable inter pretalions, must, in the opinion of 
tlic Commissioners, be credited till decidedl// coti- 
tradiclcd. 

As to the facts of frequent visiting on terms of 
great intimacy, as I have said before, they cannot 
becontrndieted at all. How inferences and un- 
fitvourable interpretations are to be decidedly con- 
tradicted, I M'ish the Commissioners had been so 
good as to expliiin. I know of no possible way 
but by the decliirations of myself and Sir Sidney 
Smith. Yet we being tlic supposed guilty parties, 
ourdenial, probably, will bethought of no great 
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weight. As to my own, however^ I tender it to 
yotir Majesty, in the most solemn manner, and if 
I knew what fact it was that I ought \o contradict^ 
to clear my innocence^ I would precisely address 
myself to that fact, as I am confident, my con- 
science would enable me to do, to any, from which 
a criminal or an unbecomin inference could be 
drawn. I am sure, however, your Majesty will 
feel for the humiliated and degraded situation, tp 
which this report has reduced your Daughter-in* 
law,' the Princess of Wales ; when yo\x see her 
reduced to the necessity of either risking the dan*- 
ger, that the most unfayouAble interpretationa 
should be credited ; or else of stating, as I am now 
degraded to the necessity of stating, that not onlj 
po adulterous, or criminal, but no indecent or im- 
proper intercourse whatever, ever subsisted be« 
tween Sir Sidney Smith and myself, or any thing 
which 1 should have objected that all the world 
should have seen. I say degraded to the necessity 
of stating it ; for your Majesty must feel that a 
woman's character is degraded when it is put upon 
her to make such statement, at the peril of the 
contrary being credited unless she decidedly con- 
tradicts it. Sir Sidney Smith's absence from the 
country prevents my calliog upon him \o attest 
the same truths But I trust when your Majesty 
shall find, as you will find, that my declaration to 
a similar effect, with respect to the other gentle* 



men rcfrrred to in tliis Report, is confirmed by 
llieir dcnia), that your Majcsly will think that in 
a case, wlierc nothing but my own word, can be 
adduce*], my own word alone may be opposed to 
whatever little remains of credit or wei^^ht may, 
after all the above observations, be supposed yet to 
belong to Mr. Cole, to his infcrcncca, bis insinua- 
tions, or his facts. Not indeed that I have yet 
finished my observations on Mr. Cole's credit; but 
I must reserve the remainder, till I consider his 
evidence with respect to Mr. Lawrence ; and till 
I have occasion to comment upon the testimony of 
Fanny Lloyd. Then, indeed I shall be under the 
necessity of exhibiting to your Majesty these 
witnesses, Fanny Lloyd and Mr. Cole, (both of 
nliom are represented as so unbiassed, and so 
credible) in flat, decisive, and irreconcileablc, con- 
tradiction to each other. 

The nest pf^isiin, with whom my improper in- 
timacy is inj'mua'cd, is Mr, Lawience the paint( r. 
The principal witness nn this ch;trge is also Mr, 
Cole, Mr. R. Bidgood sa}s nothing about him, 
Tanny Lloyd says nothing about him ; and all that 
Mrs. Lisle says is perfectly truf, and I am neither 
able, nor feel interested, to contradict it. " That 
she remembers my sitting to Mr. Lawrence for 
my picture at Blaekheath; an^ in London ; that 
she has left uie at his house in town with him, but 
she thinks Mrs. Fitzgerald was with us ; and that 
^^cthinkfil sat ulonewiih him atBlackheath."Hut 
^■.Cole .<peuks unblr. Lawrence ina manner that 



99 

catis for particular observation. He says '' Mr. 
Lawrence the painter us^d to go to Montagne 
House about the latter end of 1801, when he was 
painting the Princess, and he has slept in the house 
two or three nights together. I have often seen 
him alone with the Princess at 11 or 12 o'clock at 
night. He has been there as late as one and two 
o'clock in the morning. One night I saw him 
"With the Princess in the Blue Boom, after the 
ladies had retired. Soive time afterwards, uchtn 
J supposed he had gone to his room, I went to see 
that all was* safe, and I found the Blue Room 
door locked, and heard a whispering in it ; and I 
went away.** Here, again, your Majesty ob- 
serves, that Mr. Cole deals his deadliest blows 
against my character by insinuation, And here, , 
again, his insinuation is left unsifted and un6x« 
plained. I here understand him to insinuate that^ 
though he supposed Mr. Lawrence to have gone 
to his room, he was still where he had said he 
last left him ; and that the locked door prevent- 
ed him from seeing me and Mr, Lawrence alone 
together, whose whispering, however, he .not- 
withstanding overheard. ' 

Before, Sire, I come to my own explanation of 
the fact of Mr. Lawrence's isleeping at Montague 
House, I musta^ain refer to Mr. Cole's original 

declarations, I must again exa^nine Mr. Cole, 

■■■,■■ * • ■*.' 

fgainst Mr. Cole;: which I cannot lielp lamenting 

' ' '■ ♦UppeadixA. N«.%' 642597 A 
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it does Dot aeera Iq hay& .Diccurred ^jf^Vf^pTlfC ' 
have done ; as t am persiiall^d' rf it had, his pre- ' 
variiatiotM, and his. falsehood. fiUiJ^ n«er fcave 
escaped th^nJ, They would then have heen able to 
have traced, asyour Majesty will now do,throiigh 
my observations, by what degrees he harricncd 
bimself lip to the infimy (for I can use nn other 
expression) of stating this fact, by which he 
meaas to insinuate that he heard me and Mr. 
Lawrence, locked up in this Blue Room, whis- 
pering together, and alone. I am sorry to be 
obliged to drag your Majesty through so long a 
detail; but I am confident your Majesty's good- 
ness, and love of justice, will excuse it, as it is 
essentia! to the vindication of my character, as 
well as to the illustration of Mr. Cole's, 

Mr. Cole's examination, as contained in his first 
written declaration of the 1 1th of January, has no- 
thing oflhis. I mean not to say that It has nothing 
concerningMr.I,awrcnce,for it has much, wliich is 
calculated to occasionunfavourableinterpretations, 
and given with a view to that object. But that 
circumstance, as I submit (o your Majesty, increa- 
ses the weight of my observation. Had there beeu 
nothing in his first declaration about Mr. Lawrence 
at all, it might have been imagined that perliaps 
1 . Lawrenceescapedhis recollectionaltogether ; 
t his declaration had been solely directed to 

t persons ; but as it does contain observations 
(;Mr.Lawrer|ce, but nothing of a locked 
whie paring within it;T-how behappencd 
ti time not to recollect, or if he recollected 






tiot to mention^ so very striking^ and remarkabfe a 
eircuitostance isnot, I should inaagine^ verj^ satisfac* 
iorilj to be explained. His statement in that^ 
first declaration stands thus^ *'In 1801^ Lawrence 
^' the painter was at Montague House^ for four 
^^ or five days at a time, painting the Princess's 
picture. That he was frequently alone late ia 
the night with the Princess, and much suspicion 
^* was entertained of him/* Mr. Cole's next f dc* 
claration^ at least the next which appears among the 
written declarations^ was taken on the l4thof Ja* 
nuary; it does not mention Mr. Lawreneo's name^ 
but it has this passage. '' When Mr. ( ole found 
the drawing-room, which led to the staircase to the- 
Princess's apartments.locked ( which your Majesty 
knows is the same which the witnesses call the 
Blue Room) he does not know whether any person 
was with her; but it appeared odd to him, as he 
had formed some suspicions.'^ The striking and 
important observation on this passage is, that when 
he first talks of thedoor of the drawing-room being 
locked, so far from his mentioning any thing of 
whispering being overheard, he expressly says, that 
he did not know that any body was with me. The 
passage is likewise deserving your Majesty's most 
serious consideration on aootber ground. For it is 
one of those which shews that Mr Cole, though we 
have four separate declarations made by him, hat 
certainly made other statements which have not 

• See Aj^pendix (B.) p. 100. f Appendix (B.}'p. WK 



been transmitted to your Majesty ; for it evidently 
refers to sometliing-, which he had said before, of 
haYiiig fuund the diaMing-room door locked, and 
no trace ofsucJi a statement, is discoverable in the 
previous exaniinatiouof Mr. Cole, as I have receiv- 
ed it, and I have no doubt that, in obedience to 
your Majesty's commands, I have at length beea 
furnished with the whole. I don't know, indeed, 
that it should he matter of complaint from me, that 
your Majesty has not beea furnished with all the 
statements of Mr. Cole, l)ecause from the sample I 
see of them, 1 cannot suppose that any of them 
could have furnished any thing favourable to me, 
except indeed that they might have furnished me 
with fresh means of contradictiiifj him by himself. 

But your Majesty will see that there have beea 
iitlicr statements not com mnnicatcd; a circumstance 
of tthich both your Majesty and i, have reason to 
complain. But it may be out of its place further 
lo notice that fact at present. 

To return therefore to Mr. Cole; — in liislli/rd* 
declaratifiu dated the 30tb of January, there is not 
a word about Mr. Lawrence. In his fourth and 
last, §. which is dated on the '•iSd of February he 
says " the person who was alone with the lady at 
*' late hours of the night (twelve and one o'clock,) 

and whom he left sitting u p after he went to bed, 
vas Mr. Lawrence, which happened two differ- 

f 11^ nights." Here is likewise another trace of 

• Appemllx (D.) 102. ^Appendix [B.) p. lOJ. 
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k foYmer Itatemenf M'hich is not gifcn ; for no «tic1k 
person is mentioned before in any that L have beeh 
furnished with. 

Yotir Majesty tfaei^ here observes that^ after bar- 
ing giiren evidence ih two of his dedarations, re«- 
apecting Mr. Lawr ence by narne^ in which he tneii- 
tions nbthing of locked do6rs^ and after having, in 
another declaration^ given an account of k locked 
door> but ex pressly stated that he knew not whether 
any one was with me within it^ and said nothing 
about whispering being overheard^ but^ ihipliedfy, 
lit leasts negatived it ;-^in the deposition before the 
Commissioners, he puts all these^ things together^ 
and has the hardihood to add to thom that remarka*^ 
blecircumstance^which could nothave escaped his 
recollection, at the first, if it had been true, '' of hfs 

'* having ob the same night in which he found me 
'* and Mr. Lawrence alope, after the ladies were 
'^ gone to bed, come again to the room -when he 
^^ thought Mr, Lawrence must havebe^n retired, 
'^ and found the dooir locked and heard the'whis- 
^ pering ;" and then again he giv^s another in- 
stance of his honesty, and upon the same principle 
on which he took no notice of the man in the geat 
coat, he finds the door locked, hears the whisper- 
ing, and then he silently and eontentedly retires^ 

And this witness, who thus not only varies inhli 
testimony, but contradicts himself in such import 
tant particulars, is one of those who cannot be sus* 
pected of unfavourable bias, and whose veratity ia 
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iK>t to be queslioned, and whose eTidence luuit be 
credited till ciccideilly contradicted. 

These obst^rvalioiis miglit probably be deemed 
suQiiient, upon Mr. Cole's deposition, as fur as it 
respects Mr. Lawrence ; but 1 cannot be satisfied 
witlioat explaining to your Majesty, alUhe truth, 
and the particulars* respecting Mr, Lawrence, 
which I recollect. 

What I recollect then is as follows. He began a 
large picture of me, and of my daughter, towards 
the latter end of the year 1800, or tlie beginning 
(if ISOI. Miss Garth and Miss Hayman wcreiuthe 
house with me at the time. The picture was paint- 
ed at Moutiigue House. Mr. La\^Tence mentioned 
to Miss Hayman his wish to be permitted to re* 
main some few nigbts in the house, that by rising 
early he might begin painting on the picture, be- 
fore Princess Charlotte (whose residence being at 
that time at Shooter's Hill was enabled to come 
early, ) or myself, came to sit. It was a similar re- 
quest to tliat which had been made by Sir William 
Becchy, when he painted my picture. And I was 
sensible of no impropriety when 1 granted the re- 
quest to either of them. Mr. Lawrence occupied 
tlie same room which bad been occupied by Sir 
William Beechy ; — it was at the other end of the 
se from my apartment. 

.t that time Mr. Lawrence did not dine with 

; hisdiimer wasserv'cd iiihis own room. — After 

amner he came down to the room where I and my 

Ladies gcucrully sat in an evening — somctimei 



tLere was fxmsic, ia which he joined, and some.-, 
times he read poetry. Farts of Shakespeare's 
plays I particularly remember^ from his reading 
them very well ; and sometimes he played chess 
with me. It frequently may have happened that 
it was one or two o'clock before I dismissed Mr. 

• 

Lawrence and my Ladies. They, together with 
Mr. Lawrence, went oyt of the same door, up 
the same stair«case, and at the same time. Ac- 
cording to my own recollection I should have said 
that in no one instance, they had left Mr. Law« . 
rence behind them, alone with me.-'-^But I suppose 
it did happen once for a short time^ since Mr. 
Lawrence so recollects it, as your Majesty will 
perceive from his deposition, which I annex. Htt 
staid in my house two or three nights together ; 
but how many nights in the whole, I do not re- 
collect. The picture left my house by April, 1801, 
and Mr. Lawrence never slept in my bouse after^ 
wards. That picture now belongs to Lady Towns-- 
ejid. He has since completed another picture of ^ 
me ; and about a year and a half ago, he begaa 
another* wbich remains at present unfinished. I 
believe it is near a twelve n^onth since I la$jtsa( tp 

him^ 

Mr. Lawrence lives upon a footingof tkegreati? 

^t intimacy with the neighbouring families of Mr^. 

Lock and Mr. Angerstein ; and I have asked hiia. 

^metinies to dine with me to meet them. While; 

I yrw sitting to Him at my own house, I have no 

doubf 1 amst often have sat to hi(^ alone; as jthe 

P ' ' 
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necessity for thejprecautioir of Imving an attendatrt 
as a witness to pfotect my honour from suspicion^ 
certainly never occurred to me. And upon the 
same principle, I do not doubt that I may have* 
sometimes continued in conversation with him 
after he had finished pfainting. But when sittings 
in his own house, I have always been atttettded 
\^ith one of my ladies. — And indeed nothing in the 
examinations state the contrary. One part of 
Mrs. Lisle's examination seems as -if she had a 
question put to her, upon the supposition that 
I had be6n left alone with Mr. Lawrence at his own 
house ; to which she answers, that she indeed had 
left me there, but that she thinfcs she left Mrsi 
Fitzgerald with me. 

If an inference of an unfavourable nature could 
have been drawn from my having been left there 
alone: — was it. Sire, taking' all that care which 
might be wished, to guard against such an infer- 
ence on the part of the Commissioners, when they 
omitted to send for Mrs. Fitigerald to ascertain 
what Mrs. Lisle may have left in doubt. Tlie Com* 
iriissioners, I give them the fullest credit were sa- 
tisfied, that Mrs. Lisle thought correctly upon this 
fact, and that Mrs. Fitzgerald, if she had been sent 
for again, would so, have proved it, and • therefore 
that it would have been titotfbling her to no pur- 
liose. Btitthis it is, of which I conceive myself to 
fi^ve moi^t reason to complain ; that the examina- 
tions in several instances have ndt been foflowed 
1^ 80 as to remove unfavourable impresiBiioM« 
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. I «annQt butjfeel satisfiedjlisittJie.^QmmissJQnefs 
trould -have beeji glad .to have bQen> warranted ia 
negativing all criminality, and ^11 suspicion on his 
jpart of the charge^ as completely and honourably 
MS they have done on the principal charges of pr^g- 
-papcy and delivery. They traced that part of the 
charge with ability, sagacity, diligence, and per- 
'^ev^rance ; and the result was complete satisfaction 
of my innocence; complete detection of the false- 
. hood of my accusers. Encouraged by their success 
. }n th^t part pf their inquiry, I lapaentthat they di^ 
iiot> (as they thought proper to enter into the.other 
part of it at all,) with similar industry pursue it. If 
they had, I am confident they would have pursued 
it with the same success; but though they had con- 
victed Sir John and Lady Douglas of falsehood, 
they seem to have thouglit it impossible to suspect 
of the same falsehood, any other of the witnesses,, 
though produced by Sir John and Lady Douglas. 
The most obvious means therefore of trying their 
credit, by comparing their evidence with what they 
had said before, seems to me to have been omitted. 
Many facts are left upon surn^ise only and insinua- 
tion ; obvious means of getting further information 
on doubtful and suspicious circumstances are not 
resorted to; and, as if the important matter of the 
inquiry (on which a satisfactory conclusion had 
been formed) was all that required any very atten* 
tive or accurate consideration ; the remainder of it 
was pursued in a manner which, as it seems to me, 
c^n oajy be accounted for by the pxessuje of What 



may have been deemed more irap©?faiit dutles-- 
and of this I should have made hut little com- 
filaiiit, if this inquiry', where it is imperfect had 
not been folloivcd by a Report, which the most 
accurate only could have justified, and «'hich 
such an accurate inquiry, I am confident, never 
could have produced. 

If nny credit was given to Mr. Cole's story of 
the locked door, and the whispering ; and to Mr. 
Lawrence having been left with me so frequently 
of a night wiien my Ladies had left us, why were 
not all my Indies exiimiofd ? why were not all ray 
serv^ants examined as to llieir knowledge of that 
fact? And if they had been so examined, and had 
contradicted the fact so sworn to by Mr. Cole, as 
they must havedonc,had they been examined loit; 
that alone would have been sufficient to have re- 
moved his name from the list of unsuspected and 
unquestionable witnesses, and relieved me from 
much of the suspicjun, which his evidence, till it 
was examined, was calculated to have raised in your 
Majesty's mind. — And to close thts statement, and 
these obscrvationsaiid iu addition to them, — I moat 
solemnly as:sert to your Majesty, that Mr. Law- 
rtnce, neither at his o«n house, nor at mine, nor 
anywhere ebe, ever was for one moment by night 
or fay day, in the same room with me when tke 
door of it was locked; that he never was in my com- 
pany of an evening alone, except the momentary 
conversation which Mr. Lawrence speaks to, may 
i>e thought an exception ; and that notUiug ever 
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]»i8^ betwe^ biitf and me Tv^Hich all tbe ^bili 
kfilght fiot have witiledsed. And, Sire, I ht^ 
Sifbjoiiied a depositian to the same effectfrom Mn 
-Lawrence; 

'^ • To satisfy byself, therefore, and your Majesty,' 
IfaaveahewiH I trust, by unanswerable obeerv«k 
tions and argutnents, that there is no colour for 
^editing Mr. Cole, or, consequently, any part off 
this charge, which rests solely on his evidence. 
But to satisfy the requisition of the Coinmissioners, 
1 have brought my pride to submit, (though not 
without great pain, I can assure your Majesty) to 
#dd the only contradictions which I conceive caft 
be given, those of Mr. Lawrence and* myself. 
.* The next person with whom these examinations 
charge my improper familiarity, and with regard to 
which the Report represents the evidence as parti- 
cularly 9trong, is Captain Manby. With respect 
to him, Mr. Cole's examination is silent.-^But the 
evidence, on which the Commissioners rely on this 
part of the ciise, is Mr. Bidgood's, Miss Faanj 
Lloyd's, and Mrs. Lisle's.— It respects my conduct 
at three different places ; at Montague Hoase» 
Southend, and at Ramsgate. I shall preserve Xht 
facts and my observations more distinct, if I consif 
derthe evidence, as applicable to these three places^ 
separately, and in its order ; and I prefer this mo6m 
of treating it, as it will enable me to consider tho 
evidence of Mrs. Lisle in the first pl^ce^ and ipoBt 
sequently put it out of the reach of the harsher ob*, 
servationSi Which Imi^y b^underlhe necessity of 



taaking, upon the testimony of the other two. 
For though Mrs. Lisle, indeed, speaks to having 
Men Captain Manby at East Ciiff, in August, 1 SOS, 
to the best of her remembrance it was only once ; 
^bespeaks to his meeting her at Deal, in thesame 
eeason ; that he landed there with some boys whom 
J took on charity, and who were under his care; 
yet she speaks of nothing there that can require a 
single observation from me."*The material parts 
of her evidence respect her seeing him at Black- 
heath, the Christmas before she had seen him at 
East Cliff. She says, it was the Christmas after 
Mr. Austin's child came, consequently the Christ- 
mas 1802-3.— He used to come lo dine there, she 
■ays — he always went away in her presence,and she 
had no reason to think he staid after the Ladies re- 
tired. He lodged on the Heath at that time; his 
ship was 6tting up at Deptford; became to din- 
ner three or four times a week or more.— She sup- 
poses he might be alone' with the Princess, but 
that slie was in the habit of seeing Gentlemen and 
Tradesmen without her being present. She fJVlrs. 
Lisle) has seen him at luncheon and dinner both. 
The boys (two boys) came with him two or three 
times, but not to dinner. Captain Manby always 
sat next the Princess at dinner. The constant 
company were Mrs, and Miss Fitzgerald, and her- 
self—all retired with the Princess, and sat in the 
Bame room. Captain Manby generally retired 
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nlbout demi ;.ands&t with usiill till then.Gap^i 
tain Manby and the Princess used, when we werii 
together^ to b^ speaking together separated , con« 
M^rsing s^pardtely, but not in a room alone. He^ 
\fa6 ^.pefsaaa with whom the Princess appeared to- 
have grteter pleasure in talking thaa with her La-« 
dies.. Uei: Royal Highness behaved to. him. only 
ear aw) woman would who likes flirting. . She (Mrs^ 
Lisle) woufd not have thought amy married wonian^ 
would have behaved proper ly^ who behaved as Her 
Royal Highness did to Captain ^Manby. She 
can't say whether the Princess was attached to 
Captaim Manby, only that it was a flirting eon^ 
duct She never saw any gallantries, as kissing 
lier hind, or the like/' 

I have catutiously stated the whole of Mrs. Lisle'ar 
evidence upon this part .of the case ; and 1 am sure 
Your Mi^esty in reading it, will not fail to keep 
the facts, which Mrs^ Xisle speaks to, separate 
irom the opinion, or judgment^ which, slie forms 
upon them« I mean not to speak disrespectfully 
or slightingly, of Mrs. Lille's opinion ; or express 
my^lf as in any degree indifferent to it,* But 
whatever there was^ which she observed in my 
4K>ndu€t, that did Qojt become a married womaui^ 
that '^ was only tike a woman who liked flirting,'*- 
auid '^ 9NLY a flirting conduct,'' i am convinced 
your Maj^esty must be satisfied that it must have 
been far distant from affording any evideace 'o£ 
cirime^ of Yme» or of iaddcency, as it passed openly 



in the company of my Ladies, of whom Mrs. 
Lisle herself was one. 

The facts she states are, that Captain Manby 
came very frequently to my house ; that he dined 
fhcre three or four times a week in the latter end 
ofthe\ear 1809 ; that he sat next to meat dinner ; 
and that my conversation after dinner, in theeven- 
iog, used to be with Captain Manby, separate 
from my Ladies. These are the fects : and is it 
upon them that my character, I will not say, is 
to he taken away, but is to be affected? 

Captain Manby had, in the autumn of the same 
year, been introduced to me by Lady Townsend, 
when I was upon a visit to her at Ilainham. I 
think he came there only the day before 1 left it. 
He was a naval officer, V3 1 understood, and as I 
still believe, ofgreat merit. What little expeucc, 
m the way of charity, I am able to afford, I am 
best pipiised to dedicate to the education of the 
children of poor, but honest persons; and I most 
generally bring them up to the service of the Navy. 
1 had at that time two boys at school, whom I 
thought ofan age fit fobe put to sea. I desired 
Lady Townshend to prevail upon Captain Manby 
to take them. He consented to it, and of course 
1 was obliged to him. 

About this time, or shortly afterwards, he was 
•ppninted to the Afrieaine, a ship which was fitting 
op at Dcptford. To be near his ship, as I under- 
stood and believe, he tootlodgingsat liliick heath t 
aud as to the mere fact of his being so frequeutly 
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at my house,— his intimacy and friendship wilK 
Lord and Lady Townshend, which of itself was 
assurance to me of .his respectability and charac- 
ter—my pleasure in shewing my respect to them, 
by notice , and attention to a friend of theirs,— *>his 
undertaking the care of my charity boys, —and his 
accidental residence at Blackheath, will, I shoujd 
trust, not unreasonably account for it. I have a 
similar account likewise to give of paying for the 
linenfurniture, with whichhis cabin was furnished. 
Wishing to make him some return for his trouble 
with the boys, I desired that I might choose the 
pattern of his furniture. I not only chose it but 
had it sent to him, and pSiid the bill ; finding, how- 
ever, that it did not come to more than about 
twenty pounds, I thought it a shabby present, and 
therefore added some trifling present of plate. So 
I have frequently done, and I hope withoutoffence 
may be permitted to do again to any Captain, on 
whom I impose such trouble. Sir Samuel Hood 
has pow two of my charity boys with him ; and 
I have presented him with a silver Epergne. I 
should be ashamed to notice such things, but 
your Majesty perceives, that they are made the 
subject of Inquiry from Mrs. Fitzgerald, and Mn 
Stikemah, and I was desirous that they should not 
appear to be particular in the case of Captain, 
Manby. 

But t^ return tor Mrs. Lisle's examination/ 
Mrs. Lisle davs that Captain Manby, when he 
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dined witb me, eat next to me at dinner. Be- 
fore any inference is drawn from that fact, I am 
sure your Majesty will observe that, in the nest 
line of Mrs. Lisle'sexaminatiop, she says" that the 
constant company was Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald, 
and herself, Mrs. Lisle." The only gentleman, the 
only person of the whole party who was not of my 
own family, was Captain Manby ; and his sitting 
next tome, under such circumstances, 1 should ap- 
prehend could not possibly afford any inference of 
any kind. In the evening we were never alone. The 
wholecompanysat together; nay even as to his being 
with inealoneofamorDing, Mrs. Lisle seems toknow 
nothing of the fact, but from a conjecture founded 
upon her knowledge of my known usual habit, with 
respect toseeinggentlemenwhomight call upon me. 
And the very foundation of her conjecture demon- 
strates that this circumstimce can he no evidence of 
any thing particular with regard to Captain Manby. 
As to my conversing with Captain Manby 
separately, I do not understand Mrs. Lisle 
as meaning to speak to the state of the con- 
versation uninterruptedly, during the whole of 
any of the several evenings when Captain 
Manby was with me ; if I did so understand her, 
I should certainly most confidently assert, that 
she was not correct. That in the course of the 
evening, as the ladies were working, reading, or 
otherwise amusing themselves, the conversation 
WHS sometimes more and soniptimes less general : 
atid that thry sometimes took more, sometimes 
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iess part in it ; — that frequently it wasl)etWeeh 
Captain Manbyand myself alone ; and that, when 
we were all together, we two might frequently be 
the only persons not otherwise engaged, and there- 
fore be justly said to be speaking together sepa- 
rately. Besides Captain' Manby has been rounil 
the world with Captain Vancovre. I have looked 
orer prints in books of voyages with him ; he has' 
explained them to me ; the ladies may or may not 
have been looking over them at the same time,; 
they may have been engaged with tlieir ow^i amuse- 
itaents. Here again, we may be said to have been 
conversing separately, and consequently that Mrs. 
Liisl^, in this«ense, is perfectly justified in saying 
that " I used to converse separately with Captain 
Manby ,■*' I have not the least difficulty in admit- 
ting. But have 1 not again reason to complain 
that this expression of Mrs. Lisle'? was riot niore 
lifted, but left in a manner Calculated to raise an 
impression that this separate conversation was 
studiously sought for, was constant, uniform, and 
uninterrupted, though it by no means asserts any 
such thing? But .whether i used always so to 
converse with him ; or generally^ or only sometimes^ 
oir for What proportion of the everi|gg I' used to' 
be so engaged, is left unasked and unexplained^ 
Have 1 not likewise just reason to complain, that; • 
though Mrs. Lisle states, that Mrs. Eitzgeral^l • 
and "Miss Pitzg^Fald werfe rflways of th6 party, thfey ' 
are noti>Qfth 'examined to these circumsiancesj 
;©ut Misf^t^rald Is not examined at all ; an& 
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Mrs. Fitzgerald, though examined, and examined 
too wilh respect to Capfain Manby, does not 
appear to havehiid a single question put to her with 
respect to any thing which passed concerning him 
at Wc-iitague House. May 1 not therefore complain 
thatthet'.\am!nation,leavingthegeneraHty of Mrs. 
Lisle's expression unexplained by herself; and 
the scenes to which it reiates unexamined into, by 
calling the other persons who were prebcnt, is lea- 
ving it precisely in that state, which is better calcu- 
lated to raiseasuspicioDjthan to ascertain the truth? 
But I am persuaded that the unfavourable 
impression which is most likely to be made by 
Mrs. Lisle's examination, is not by her evidence 
to the facts, but by her opinion upon 
them. " 1 appeared,'' she says, " to like the 
conversation of Captain Manby better than that 
of my ladies. I behaved to him only as a woman 
who likes flirting; my conduct was unbecoming 
a married woman ; she cannot say whether I was 
attached to Captain Manby or not ; it was on/y 
a flirting conduct." — Now, Sire, I must here again 
most seriously complain that the Commissioners 
should have called for, or received, ^nd much 
more reported, in this manner, the opinioji and 
judgment of Mrs. Lisle upon my conduct. Your 
Majesty's Warrant purports to authorize them to 
collect the evidence, and not the opinion of others; 
and to report it, with their own judgment surely, 
and not Mrs. Lisle's. Mrs, Lisle's judgment was 
formed upon those facts which slie stated to the 
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Commissionetff, or upon other facts. If upon 
those she stated, the Commissioners, and your ' 
Majesty, are as well able to form the judgment 
upon them as she was. If upon other facts, -the 
Commissioners should have heard what those 
other facts were, and upon them have formed 
and reported their judgment. 

I am aware, indeed, that if I were to argue that 
the facts which Mrs. Lisle states, afford the ex- 
planation of what she n^eans by ^' only flirting 
*^' conduct,*' and by " behaviour unbecoming a 
married woman,'* namely, that it consisted in 
having the same gentlemen to dine with me 
three or four times a week ; — letting him isit next 
me at dinner, when there were no other strangers 
in company ; — conversing with him separately ,and 
appearing to prefer his conversation to that of the 
ladies, — it would be observed probably, that this 
was not all ; that there was always a certain inde- 
scribable- something in manner^ which gave tbjp 
character to conduct, and must have entered 
mainly into such a judgment as Mrs. Lisle has 
here pronounced. 

To a certain extent 1 should beX)bliged to agree 
to this ; but if I am to have any prejudice froni 
this observation ; if it is to give a weight and 
authority to Mrs. Lisle's judgment, let me have 
the advantage of it also. If it justifies the con^ 
elusion that Mrs. Lisle's censure upon my condu^ ' 
is right, it requires also that equal credit should be 
given to ^e ^qualification, the limit, and the re# 
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atriction, which she herself puts upon that cen- 
sure. 

Mrs. Lisle, seeing all the facts which she re- 
lates, and observing much of manner, which per- 
haps she could not describe, limits the expression 
" flirting conduct'' by calling it *' only flirting,'' 
and says (upon having the question asked to her, 
no doubt, whether from the whole she could col- 
lect that I was attached to Captain Manby) says 
" she could not say whether I was attached to 
him, tny conduct was not of a nature that provpd 
any attachment to him, it was only a flirting con- 
duct." Unjust therefore, as I think it, that anv 
such question eh oil Id have been put to Mrs. Lisle, 
or that her judgment should have been taken at 
all; yet what I fear from it, as pressing with 
peculiar hardship upon me, is, that though it is 
Mrs. Lisle's final, and ultimate, judgment upon the 
whole of my conduct, yet, when delivered to the 
Commissioners and your Majesty, it becomes evi- 
dence, which, connectedwith all the facts on which 
Mrs. Lisle had formed it, may lead to still further 
and more unfavorable conclusions, in the minds of 
those who are afterwards to judge upon it; — that 
her judgment will be the foundation of other judg- 
mentsagainst me, much severer than her own ; and 
that though she evidently limits her opinion, and 
by saying "only flirting'' impliedly negatives it 
a« affording any indication of any thing more im- 
proper, while she proceeds expressly to negative 
it as affording any proof of attachment ; yet it 



v^y be thought by others, to justify their consi^ 
during it as a species of conduct, which shewed aa* 
attachutent to the man to whom it was addressed ; 
which in a married woman was criminal and 
wrong. 

What Mrs. Lisle exactly means by only flirting 
conduct-*-what degree of impropriety of conduct 
she wmild describe by it, it is extremely difficult, 
with any precision, to ascertain. How many 
women are tltere, most virtuous, most truly 
modest, incapabi*^ of any thing impure, vicious, or 
immoral, in deed or thought, who, from greater 
vivacity of spirits, f(oni less natural reserve, from 
thut want of caution, which the very conscious- 
ness of innocence betrays them into, conduct 
theraseives in a manner, which a woman of a gra- 
ver character, of more reserved disposition, but 
not with one particle of superior virtue, thinks too 
iQ€autious, too unreserved, too familiar; and 
which, if forced upon her oath to give her opinion 
u^n it, jsbe might feel herself, as an honest wQ^ 
man, bound tqaay in that opinion, was flirting? 

But whatever sense Mrs. Lisle anne;xes to the 
word" flirtic^" it is evident^ as ' I said before, 
Lhat:«he canaoD mean iny thing criminal, vicious, 
or indecent, or any thing with the least shade of • 
ileeper impropriety than what is necessarily expres-. J^ 
sed in the wx)i!d '' flirting.*' She never would have 
^dd«d, asislttUoes in both instances, tbat,itwiul 
'OOTL'V'^irtiBg.; if she had thought it of a ^alityio 
be tecorded isrft (faiinifil Report, wnoogst <;itcum* 



stances which mmf occasion the »iosi unfavourable 
interpretations,iindwhichdeservedthemost serious 
consideration of your Majesty. Touseitso,! am 
surcyour Majesty mustsee is to press it far beyond 
the meaning which she would assign to it herself. 
And as I have admitted that there may be 
much indescribable in the manner of doing any 
thing, BO it must be admitted to me that there is 
much indescribable, and most material also in the 
njanner of saying any thing, and in the accent with 
which it is said. The whole context serves much 
toexplain it; and if it is in answer to a fjuestion, 
tlie words of that question, the manner and the 
accent in which it is asked, are also most material 
to understand the precise meaning, which the ex- 
pressions are .intended to convey; and I must la- 
ment therefore extremely, if my character is to 
be affected by the opinion of any witness, that the 
(juestion by which that opinion was drawn fi^om 
licr, were not given too, as well as her answers, 
and if this inquiry had been prosecuted before 
your Majesty's Privy Council, the more solemn 
and usual course of proceeding there would, as I 
am informed, have furnished, or. enabled me to 
furnish,your Majesty with the questions as well 
as the answers. 

Mrs, Lisle, it should ^Iso be observed, was at 

e time of her examination, under the severe op- 

ession of having, but a few days before, heard of 

the death of her daughter ; — a da\ighter, who had 

been happily married, and who had lived happily 
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With b^r'hti6blifid,«iti t&utual iiltMkili«tii till h^ 
deaths The v6ry ciMUMfitaQCe of hfer then ditat* 
tion would fiatumUjr give a gfaver and severer cast 
to her opink)D8« When the questtoa was ptoposed 
to her, a^ a general question, (and I presume ii 
must have been so put to her) whether my con* 
duct waft such as would become a married woman, 
possibly her own daughter's conduct, and what 
she would have expected of her, might present 
itself to her mind. And I confidently submit to 
your Majesty's betfW judgment, that such a gefie-' 
rai que^tioA ought ^ot^ in a fttir and candid cot)si-i 
d^ratkm of my 6atie, to have been put to Mrs* 
Lisle, 6r any ofh*r^ woman. Tor, a^ to my con- 
duet b«itfig,vbr not being, be<30tning a married Wd*^ 
man ; the same cotiducf , or any think like it, which 
inay occur in my <iase, could tiot ot?cur in the casa 
of a married woman, wKo #aS ftot linik^ in tfiy uti* 
fortntiate si tnatiOd ; Or, if i t did <M«tir,it mu^t ocOuf 
under ctrcumstadOed whieh Audt give it, and mo«t 
deservedly, a Very drfi^<^nt ehamcter. A married 
woman, living well and ha^pilj; Wi<h her husband, 
could not be iV^qiiently having one gentletiian at 
her table, with no other company but ladies dtf bet 
family ;''-*she could not ht spending her ^veningfi 
ftequentty in the iailie society^ and ^i^rate(y toh'^ 
versing with that gentleman, unk^^ eith^ with 
the prttity and cbtts^nt of her hifi&and, oi* by ^tt«- 
ing $dvantagi, With some ftianftgenfiinl, Of Hli^ fgMd^ 
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ranee and hi« mbsence ;— if it wis with his privity 
and consent, that very circumstance alone would 
un<]ue9tionably alter the character of such conduct, 
— ifwith management she avoided his knowledge, 
ihat very management would betray a bad motive. 
The cases therefore are not parallel ; — the illustra- 
tion is notjust; — and the question, which called for 
such an answer from Mrs. Lisle, ought not, in can- 
dor aitd fairnass, to have been put. 

I entreat your Majesty, however, not to misun- 
derstand me;— 1 should be ashamed indeed to besus- 
pccted of pleading any peculiar or unfortunate cir- 
cumstance, in my situation, as an excuse for any 
criminal or indecent act. With respect to such 
acts, most unquestionably such circumstances can 
make no difference ; — and afford no excuse. They 
must bear their own character of disgrace and infa- 
my, under all circumstances. But there are acts, 
uhich are unbecoming a married woman, which 
ought to be avoided by her, from an appreliensioii 
lest theyshould render her husband uneasy, not be- 
cause tiiey might give him any reason to distrust her 
chastiiy, her virtue or her morals, but because they 
might wound his feelings, by indicating a prefe- 
rence to the sofitly of another man, over his, in a 
case, where she had the option of both. But sure- 
ly, as to such acts, they must necessarily bear a very 
different character, and receive a very different 
construction, in a case, where, unhappily, there can 
be no such apprehension, and where there is no 
such option. I must therefore be excused for 



d wcliiiig 80 mach up6n this part af the case ; andl 
am 'Sure, your "Majesty will feel me warranted m 
sajrii^y what I say with a confidence, iexactly pro- 
portioned to the respectability of Mrs. Lisle^s chn- 
racter, that, whatever she meaiit, by any of thes^ 
expressions, she could not, by possibility, have 
mea^nt to describe conduct, which to her mind aft' 
forded evidence of crime, vice, or indecency. If 
she had, her regard to her own character, hier own 
delicacy, herown honourableand virtuous feelings, 
would 111 less than the two years, whi^h have since 
elapsed, have found some excusefor separating her- 
self from that intimate connection, which, by her 
situation in my household, stibsistsbet ween us. She 
would not have remained exposed to the repetition 
^ of so grossan offence, and insult, to amodest, virtu- 
ous,and delicate woman^as that of being made,uight 
by njght, witness to scenes, openly acted in hep 
presence, offensive to virtue and decorum. 

If your Majesty thinks I have dwelt too long, 
and tediously, on this part of the case^ I entreat 
your Majesty to think what I must feel upon it. 
1 feel it a great hardship, as I have frequently stated, 
that under tbecoVerof a grave charge of High 
Treason, the proprieties, and decencies, of my pri- 
vate conduct and behaviour, have been made die 
subject, as I believe so unprecedently, of a formal 
investigation upon oath. And that, in consequence: 
of it, I may, at this moment, be exposed to thedai^t 
ger of foifeitii4[; your Majesty's good opinion,' and' 
being degraded and disgraced,in reputation thti^tt|)ii 



^bc couotry, h«o»us« wh^tMrs. l.tvlchasaatd of wy 
pomii»ct,-^tbat it was " only that of a woman who 
liked flirting," has become recorded in the Report 
on this formal inquiry, made iuto matters of ^ravc 
cripi«s, and of esiantial impertanee to the state. 

Let me conjure your M^esty, over and over 
3gain, before yoii suffer this eircumstance to pre- 
judice me in your opinion, not only to weigh all 
tbe circumstances 1 have stated, but to look round 
the first ranks offemale virtue, in this country, and 
see how many women there areof mogtunimpeach- 
cd reputation, of most uusullied and unsuspected 
honour, character and virtue, whose conduct, 
though living Ivappily with their husbands, if sub- 
mitted to the judgment of persons of a severer 
ca^tofmind, especially if saddened, at tlie mo- 
ment, by calamity, might be stiled to be "flirting.'* 
I would not however be understood as intending to 
represent Mrs. Lisfe's judgmeat, as being likely to 
be marked with any improper austerity, and there- 
fore I am certain she must either have had no idea 
that the expressions she has used, in the manner 
which she used them, were capable of being under- 
stood, in so serious alight as to be referred to, 
cHHongst circumstances deserving the most serious 
consideration, and which must occasion most unfe- 
wourahle interpretations ; or she must by the impo- 
sing novelty of her situation, in private examination 
before fbursu«h grave characters, have been surpri- 
sed into the ip^p of expressions, which, with abetter 
oppoiluiiity o6w»ii[;l>ini thmn,slie would either not 
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hayei used ftt alU or hwm tcconptoMr with still 
oiore of qoftUficatioft than tbat, wfateh she has» 
Wf ev0r» in some dagtM, as it is, anii^«d to them. 

But my great coflqplariit is the ha^iig^ not, par« 
ticularly> Mh. Lisle's ejptiiioii, but anj person's 
Qpiiiioii,<et up^as itweie, in jodgmettti^iiist tho 
propri^ety of my pcivi^e ecoduct^ tf ow would it 
be eofiuredy that the judgment of one asaa should 
be asked) and reciMded in ftsolemn Repwt,. against 
tlkke condupt of another, citiier with respMt to his 
behavicmr to his children^ or to his wife^ ^ to any 
^er relative? How would it be endured, in ge-« 
iiersi, and I trust, that my case ought not, in this 
respect, to fiomt an oxeeption, that one woman 
should inn stsniar manner he phfced iti judgment, 
MfQXi the conduct of anotfatv? And that judgment 
be r^ported^ where her cbaraetev was of most im*> 
pctctance to her, as amongst things wiiioh must be 
ci^ited iftlL decidedly coMmdietod? L^t every 
om put dMsequeationa home to their own breasts,' 
aad befoffsr tlu^ impnte- blame to me, for protest^* 
ing against thr fiumess SKd justice c€ this proce«> 
duMt ask how they wonid fed upon it, if it were^ 
tlMir own:icase 2 

But perhtfNi they cannot bving their ncMginaw 
tioas tOf ^M^ve that it cpiild eter become their 
owncasi^ A^ few months ago I could not- have 
bdriiev^ tbsd it! would have been mine. ^ . *' 

B^t thn;ju#tground of anty complaint may pefJr 
\w^ h4 Msii^^fasily appredmed and; felSf hy^se^pow 
sing a more familiar, but an analogous case. The 



ciame to Montague House either the end of 1S03, 
or the beginning of I S04. I was waiting one day in 
the anti-room ; Captain Manby had his hat in his 
band, and appeared to be going away ; he was a 
long time with the Princess, and, as I stood on the 
steps waiting,! looked into the room in which they 
were, and in the reflection on the looking-glass I 
saw them salute each other. I mean that they kis- 
sed each other's lips. Captain Manby then went 
away. I then observed the Princess have her 
handkerchief in her hands, and wipe her eyes, as if 
she was crying, and went into the drawing-room." 
In his second deposition,* on the 3d Jii!y,talking of 
his suspicions of what passed at Southend, he says, 
tliey arose from seeing them kiss each other, as I 
mentioned before, like people fond ofeach other ;- 
a very close kiss." 

In these extracts from his depositions, there can 
undoubtedly be no complaint of any thing being 
left to inference. Here is a fact, which must un- 
questionably occiision almost as unfavourable in- 
terpretations, as any fact of the greatest impropri- 
ety and indecorum, short of the proof of actual 
crime. And this fact is positively and affirmative- 
ly sworn to. And if this witness is truly represen. 
ted, as one who must be credited till he is decidedly 
contradicted; and the decided contradiction of the 
parties accused, should be considered as unavailing, 
it constitutes a charge which cannot possiblybe an- 
swered. For the scene is so laid, that there is no 
eye to witness it, but his own : and therefore there 

*Sce Appendix [A.] p. 40, 
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t>f it. ^Rut a female character, once so blasted, what 
hope or chance has it. of recovery ? . 

Your Majesty will not foil to percei ve^ that I have 
pressed this part of the case, with an earnestness 
. * which shews that I have felt it, I have no wish to 
disguise from your Msyesty, that I have felt it, and 
felt it strongly. It is the only part of the case^ 
which I conceive to be in the least degree against 
me, that rests upon a witness who is at all worthy 
of your Majesty's credit. How unfair it is, that 
any thing she has said should be pressed against 
me, I trust I have sufficiently shewn. In canvas* 
sing, however, Mrs. Lisle's evideiice,^ I hope I 
have never forgot what was due to Mrs. Lisle. I 
have been as anxious not to do her injustice, as to 
do justice to myself. I retain the same respect and 
regard for Mrs! Lisle now, as I ever had. If the 
un&vourable impressions, which the Commisi^io- 
nersseem to suppose, Burly arise out of the ex^ 
pressions she has used, I am confident they will be 
understood, in a sense, which was never intended 
by her. And I should scorn to purchase any ad- 
vantage to myself, -at the expence of the slightest 
imputation, unjustly cast upon Mrs. Lisle^ or any 
one else. 

Leaving therefore, with these observation^) M rs., 
Lisle's evidence, I must proceed to the evidence of 
Mr. Bidgood. The parts of it which apply to this . 
part of the case, I mean my conduct to C^ptaiji 
Manby at Montague House, I shall detail. T^ey 
are as follows** ^* I first observed Captaia Manby 

* Appeadiz (A.) p. 9. 



the date is comparatively immaterial, the fact it is, 
that is important. 

And here. Sire, surely I have the same com- 
plaint which I have so often ui^ed. 1 would ask 
joiir Majesty, whether I, not as a Princess of 
Wales, but as a party accused, had not a right to 
be thought, and to be presumed, innocent, till I 
was proved to be guilty? Let me ask, if there 
ever could exist a case, in which the credit of the 
witness ought to have been more severely shifted 
and tried ? The fact rested solely upon his single 
assertion. However false, it could not possibly 
receive contradiction, but from the parties. The 
story itself surely is not very probable. My cha- 
racter cannot be considered aa under inquiry ; it is 
already gone, and decided upon, by those, if there 
are any such, who think such a story probable. — 
That in a room, with the door open, and aservant 
known to be waiting just by, we should have acted 
such a scene of gross indecency. The indiscretion 
iit least might have rendered it improbable, even 
Xt those, whose prejudices against me, might be 
prepared to conceive nothing improbable in the in- 
decency ofit, Yetthisseems to have been recei- 
ved as a fact tliat there was no reason to question. 
The witucss is assumed, without hesitation, to be 
the witness of truth, of unquestionable veracity. 
Not the faintest trace is there to be found ofasin- 
glc question put to him, to try and sift the credit 
which was due to him, or to his story. 

Is lie asked, as I suggested before should have 
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teen done with regard to Mr.,Cole-r-2T6 whom hfe 
told this fact before ? When he told it? what wte 
ever done in consequence of this information } |f 
he never told it, till for the purpose of supporting 
Lady Douglas's statement, how could he in his siw 
tuation,as an old servant of the Print^e, with whom 
as he swears, he had lived twenty-three years, ere* 
ditably to himself, account for having concealed it 
so long ? And how came Lady Douglas andtSir 
John to find out that he knew it, if he never had 
communicated it before ? If he had communica<>- 
ted it, it would then have been useful to have 
heard how far his present story was dldnsistent with 
his former ; and if it should have happened that 
this and other matters, which he may have stated^ 
were, at that time, made the subject of any. in^ 
quiry ; then how far that inquiry had tended. to 
confirm or shake his credit. His first exaniinap 
tion was, it is true, taken by Lord GrenviU^, and 
Lord Spencer alone, without the aid of the experi- 
ence of the ^Lord Chancellor, and Lord Chief Jusr 
tice ; this undoubtedly may account fox .t\ie omi^r 
sion ; but the noble Lords will forgive me if I %$y^ 
it does: not excuse it,esp^cially as Mr, BidgOQd WM 
exaibined again on the 3d of July, by all the Com* 
missioners, and this fact is again referred to th^n^ 
as the foundation of the suspicion which he after^ 
wards entertained of Captain Manhy at Sputhenii 
Nay, that last deposition ^fifords an my fwtti^ MPr 
ther ground of similar complaint of th^9l;D0i)gest 
kincl^ Itopena thus ;.'^ The Fimc^is iMe4 ta g« 



" out in her phaeton with coachmftn and helper, 
*' towardsLong Reach, eightorten times, carry- 
" ing luncheon and wine with her, when Captain 
" Alanby'sship was at Long Reach, alKUya Mrs. 
*' Fitigeradd mlh her. — She would go out at one, 
" and return about five or six,sametaTies sooner 
'* or later." 

" The date when CaptainManby's ship was lying 
at Long Reach, is not given ; and therefore whe- 
ther tliis was before, oraflcr, the scene of the sup- 
posed salute, docs not appear. But for whjt was 
this statement of Mr. Bidgood's made ? Why was 
it introduced ? Why were these drives towards 
Long Reach with luncheon, connected with Cap- 
tain Manby's ship lying there at the time,examiH- 
ed tohy the Commissioners? The first point, the 
matter foremost in their minds, when they call 
back this witness for his re-examination, appears 
to have been these drives towards Long Reach. — 
Can it have been for any purpose but to have the 
benefit of the insinuation, to leave it open to be 
inferred, that those drives were for the purpose of 
meeting CaptainManby? If this fact was material, 
why in the name of justice was it so left ? Mrs. 
Fitrgerald was mentioned by name, as accompany- 
ing me in them all : Why was not she called? She 
perhaps was my confidante ; no truth could have 
been hoped for from her; — still there were my 
coachman and helper, who likewise accompanied 
me ; Why were they not called ? the y are not 
■utely confidants too. — But it is, for whatreaiioiil 
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fsmoottpif^tendto'tay, thought %nfficrent •to T^ie 
tbis^ct) or Tfttfaer this insinuation, uponttieervi 
dl^iice of Mr. Bidgood, who only saw^ or eooald^M 
tiic way 1 went when I set but upon my drive, inn 
stead of having the&ct^om the persons who could 
fepeak to the whole of.it ; to the places 1 went to ; 
to the persons whom 1 met with. ^ 

Your Majesty will tbifnk me justified in dwelling* 
upon tbis,the more frotod this circumstance,becaus6 
I know, iemd will shew to your M djesty,on the tes- 
timony of Jonathan Fartddgie, which I annex, that 
these drives, or at least one of them, have been 
already the object of previous, and, I believe,' 
nearly cotemporary investigation. The truth isj 
that it did happen upon two of these drives ;that I 
met with Captain Manby ; in one of them that he 
joined me, and w^nt with me to Lord Eardley's, at 
Belvidere, and rtiat be pattook of something which 
we had to eat ;— that some of Lord Eardley's 8er-» 
vants were examine as to my conduct upon this 
occasion ;-^-aBd cun confidently informed that the 
servants gave a most satisfactory account of all that 
passed; n^y, that they felt, and have expressed, 
somehonest ioifignation at the foul suspicion which 
the examination implied. On the other occa« 
sion, having the 4boys to go on board th^ Africaine( 
I went with one of my Ladies to see them on board; 
and Captaau Mamby joined us itk our walk round 
Mr. CalcndBt^s Grounds at Ingress Piu'k, o][>po8it^ 
to Long Reaph ; where we walked, while my 
horses #ete baiting. We went iilto no house, and 
on that occasion hUd nothing to ^t. 



Perfectly unable to account why these faots were 
not more fiily inquired into, if thought proper to 
he inquired into at all, I return sgain to Mr. Bid- 
good's evidence. As far as it respects my conduct 
at Woiitague House, it is confined to the circum- 
stances which 1 have already mentioned. And, 
upon those circumstances, I have no further obser- 
vation,which may tend to illustrate Mr. Bidgood's 
credit to offer. But 1 trustif, from otherparts of 
his evidence, your Majesty sees traces of the stron- 
gcBt prejudices against mc, and the most scanda- 
lous inferences, drawn from circumstances, which 
can in jio degree support them, your Majesty will 
then be able justly to appreciate the credit due to 
every part of Mr. Bidgood's evidence. 

Under the other head, into which 1 hafre divided 
this part of the case, I mean my conduct at South- 
end, as relative to Captain Manby, Mr. IJidgood 
is more substaiiltaland particular.* His stiitemcnt 
on this head begins by shewing that Iwas at South- 
end about six weeks before the Africaine, Captain 
Manby 's ship, arrived- That Mr, Sicard was 
looking outfor its arrival, as if she was expected. 
And as it is my practice to require as constant a cor- 
respondence to be kept up with my charity boys, 
when on board of ship, as the nature of theirsitua- 
lion will admit of, and as Mr. Sicard is the person 
who manages all matters concerning them, an d en- 
ters into their intercstswith the most friendly anx- 

• Sue Appendix (A-)p- 10. 
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iety, he ccirtainly was apprised of the probabiUtf 
of the ship's arrival off Southend, before she came» 
And here I may as well^ perhaps, by the way, re-- 
mark, that as this correspondence with the boys is 
always under cover to the Captain ; this circum* 
stance may account to your Majesty for the fact, 
which is stated by some of the witnesses, of several 
letters being put into the post by Sicard, some of 
ti^hich he may have received from me, which were 
directed to Captain Manby. 

Soon after the arrival of the Africaine, however, 
Bidgood saysj the Captain put off in his boat. 
Sicard went to meet him, and immediately brought 
him up tome and my Ladies;-- -he dined there 
then, and came frequently to see me. It would 
have been as candid, if Mr.- Bidgood had represented 
the fact as it really was, though perhaps the cir« 
cumstance is not very material : — that the Captain 
brought the two boy^ on shore with him to see me, 
and this as well as many other circumstances con- 
nected with these boys, the existence of whom, as 
accounting in any degree for the intercourse be- 
tween me and Captain Maiiby, could never have 
been collected from out of Bidgood's depositions, 
Sicard would havestated, ifthe Commissioners had 
examined him to it. But though he is thus inferred 
to, though his name is mentioned about the letters 
sent to Captain Manby, he does not appear to have 
been examine^ to any of them, and all that he ap- 
pears to have been asked is, as to his remembering 
Captain Manby visiting at Montague House, and 
to my paying tbeexpense of the linen fujifnitdie for 
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his caliin. But Mr. Sicard was, I suppose, repre^ 
Rented by my enemieB to be a confident, from whom 
DO truth could be extracted, and therefore that it 
was idle waste of time to examine him to such 
points ; and so unquestionably he, and every other 
boncst servarit in my family, who could be suppo- 
sed to know any thing upon the subject, were sure 
to be represented by those, whose conspiracy and 
falsehood, their honesty and truth were the best 
means of detecting. The conspirators, however, 
had the first word, and unfortunately their veracity 
was not questioned, nor their unfavourable bias 
suspected. 

Mr. Bidgood then proceeds to state the situation ■ 
of the houses, two of which, uilh a part of a 
thirrt I had at Southend. He describes No. 9. as 
the house in which I slept ; No. 8, as that in wiiich 
we dined; and No. 7i as containing a drawing- 
room, to which w€ retired after dinner. And he 
says, " I have several times seen the Princess, after 
" having gone to No. 7. with Captain Manby and 
" the rest of the company, retire with Captain 
*' JIanby from No. 7, through No. 8, to No. g, 
" which was the house where the Princess slept, 
" I suspect that Captain Manby slept very fre- 
" quditly in the house. — Hints were given by the 
" servants, and I believe that others suspected it as 
" well as myself." — What those hints were, by 
what servants given, are things which do not srem 
to have been thought necessary matters of inquiry. 
At least there is no trace in Mr. Bidgood's, or any 
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iDther witness's e^aminatiopy of aay such incjiufy 
haying been made. 

In his second deposition, which applies to the 
same fact, after saying that we went away the day 
after the Afiricaine sailed from Southend, he says, 
*^ Captaai) Manby was there three tim^s a week at 
'^ the least, whilst his ship lay for six weeks off 
** Southend at the Nore ;-^hecame as tide served 
*^ in a morning, and to dine, and drink tea. I hav^ 
^Vseen himi^^^ qaoraing by ten o'clock. I sus- 
*' pected he slept at ^o. 9, (he Princess's. — She 
*^ always putout the candles herself in thedrawjng- 
«< room at No« 9) and bid vfte not wait to put them 
up. She gave me the orders as sqon as she w^it 
to Southend. I used to ^ee water j\igs, basoqs, 
*^ aad towels, set out opposite (he Princess's door 
in the pftssage. Never saw them so left in the 
passage at apy other ti^e, a^d I suspected he was 
^^ there at th^ time ; thei-e wa3 ageaoral suspicion 
«' (hjotii^h the house. Mi^ apd Miss Fitzgerald 
*^ there, and JV^ivs^Hfunrnp^d (now Mrs. Hood) 
^^ there. My suspiqioa arose from seeing liiem 
*' \u the glitsf,'* &c, IU3 mention^ before.-^^ Her 
^* bebaviourjiiketbat of a wpnliai) attached to a min ; 
f^. : Q9cd to be by ^henuiel ves at luqcheoQ, «t ioutb* 
^^ tn^ wbeii the bdies were not sent for ; a nnm^ 
"^^ ber of timea^ Tb^re was a poney which Captfgn 
^^ MiiMky paed to rid? ; it s^d in the stable rei^dy 
^'ibr bifVf and which ^91^ V8«d to ride.'' Tb^ 
Jb« 4fQf«, tb« Sfirv^anln M^jsd tp t^Jk wd bl^gb about 
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Captain Manby, and that it was matter of discourse 
amongst them ; arid this, with what has been allud- 
ed to before, rtspectingSicard's putting letters for 
him into the post, which he had received from me, 
contains the whole of his deposition as far as re- 
spects Captain Manby. And, Sire, as to the fact of 
retiring through No. 8, from No. 7, to No. 9, alone 
with Captain Manby, I have no recollection of ever 
having gone with Captain Manby, though but for 
a moment, from the one room in which the com. 
pany was sitting, through the dining-room to the 
other drawing-room. It is, however, now above 
two years ago, and to be confident that such a cir- 
cumstancemight not have happened, is more than 
I will undertake to be. But in the only sense in 
which he uses the expression, as retiring alone, 
coupled with the immediate context that follows, 
it is most false and scandalous. I know no means 
of absolutely proving a negative. If the fact was 
true, there must have been other witnesses who 
could have proved it as wellas Mr. Bidgood, Airs. 
Fitzgerald is the only person of the party, who was 
examined, and her evidence proves the negative 
so far as the negative can be proved ; for she says, 
" he dined there, but never staid late. She was 
*' at Southend all the time 1 was there, and cannot 
" recollectto have seen Captain Manby there, or 
" known him to be there, later than nine, or half 
*' past nine.'' Miss Fitzgerald and Miss Plam- 
mond, (now Mrs. Hood) are not called to this fact ; 
althoL^h a fact so extremely important, as it must 
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appear to your Majesty ; nor indeed are tfaey ez> 
amined at all. 

As to the putting out of the candles, it seems 
be says, I have the orders as soon as I went to 
Southend, which was six weeks before the Afri» 
came arrived ; so this plan of excluding him ironoi 
the opportunity of knowing what was going on at 
No. 9) was part of a long meditated scheme, ^ 
be would represent it, planned and thought of siK 
weeks before it could be executed ; and which 
when it was executed, your Majesty will recollect, 
according to Mr. Bidgood's evidence, there was so 
little contrivance to conceal, that the basons and 
towels, which the Captain is insinuated to have 
used, were exposed to sight, as if to declare that 

he was there. It is tedious and disgusting. Sire, 

I am well aware, to trouble your Majesty with 
such particulars ; but it doubtless, is true, that t 
bid him not to take the candles away from No. 9* 
The candles which are used in my drawing-room^ 
are considered a:j his perquisites. Those on the 
contrary which are used in my private apartment 
are the perquisites of ray maid. I thought that 
upon the whole it was a fairer arrangement, when 
I was at Southend, to give my maid the perqui- 
sites of the candles used at No. 9 ; and I made the 
arrangement accordinglj', and ordered Mr. Bid- 
good to leave them. This, Sire, is the true account 
^the fact respecting the candles; an arrange^ 
Hient which very possibly Mr. Bidgood didnot like. 
: But the putting Qut the catid)eg mytel^ ww 



not the Only thing, from which the inference i» 
drawn, that Captain Maiiby slept at my hous?, at 
No. y, and as is evidently insinuated, if not stated, 
in my bed-room. There were water-jiigs, and 
basons, and towels left in the passage, which Mr. 
Bidgood never saw at other times. At whatotlier 
times does he mean ? At other times than those at 
which he suspected, from seeing them there, that 
Captain Manby slept in my house? If every 
lime he saw the basons and towels, &c. in the 
passage, he suspected Captain Manby slept there, 
it certainly would follow that he never saw them 
at times when he did not suspect that fact. But 
Sire, upon this important fact, important to the 
extent of convicting me, if it were true, of fligb 
Treason, if it were not for the indignation which 
such scandalous, licentious wickedness and malice 
excite, it would hardly be possible to treat it with 
any gravity. Whether there were or were not 
basons and towels sometimes left in a passage at 
Southend, which were not there generally, and 
ought to have beennever there, I really cannot in- 
orm your Majesty. It certainly is possible, but 
the utmost it can prove, I should trust, might be 
some slovenliness in my servant, who did not put 
them in iheir proper places ; but surely it must be 
left to Mr. Bidgood alone to trace any evidence, 
from such a circumstance, ofthc crime of adultery 
je. But 1 cannot thus leave this fact, for I 
^— ' 1 shall here again have the same advantage 
^h ucc^ ^hd e&ifavd^ance of this man's 
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MdfaUce, as I bate already had <ni the other fiarbtf' 
the charge, from the excess and extravagance ifef: 
hid confederate Lady I>o'igla9. 

What is the charge that he would insinuate i 
, That I meditated and eflrectedastolen;se<rret,elan-' 
destine intercoutde ' with ati adulterer? No.-*^ 
Captain Manby, it seems according to his insitlu-» 
ation, sle^t With me in my own house, under cirw 
cum^tatices,ofsuch notoriety that itwdsimpossiblil 
that any of my female attendants at least should not 
have knowii it. Their duties were varied on th« 
occasion ; they had to supply basons andtbwels inr 
plates where they never were supplied* except 
When prepared for him ; and they were not only 
purpotiely so prepared, but prepared in an open 
passage, exposed to view, in n manner to excite thb 
suspicion of those who were not admitted into the 
secret. And what asecretwas it, that wa^* thus 
to be hazarded ! No less than what, if discovered, 
would fix Captain Manby and myself with Higli 
Treason ! Not anly therefore must 1 have beeQ 
thus careless of reputation, and eager for iA&taiyi 
but 1 must have been careless of my life, as of 
my honour. — Lost to all sense of riiame, surely I 
fnusrt have still retained some regard for life.*^ 
Captain Manby too with a folly and madnesy 
equal to his supposed inM|uityy. must then have 
7>ut bid lifo iYt the hands o'f my servants and do^ 
.J^ehded'fot his safety' upon their fidelity to..mai 
ft^d tbdr fie^^fidy to the PriAc* their master^ M 
tkft etteli dr^ke «ad ttim»\a idl thi»jt btHeinA 



ccftild its indiscretion, its madiiessfind credulity lo 
adopt it almost upon an i-vidence? But wliat 
must be the state of that man's mind, as to preju- 
dice, who could come to the conclusion of believ- 
ing it, from the fact of some water-jugs and tow- 
els being found in an unusual place, in a passage 
near my bed-room ? For as to his suspicion being 
raised by what he says he saw in the looking-glass, 
if it was as true as it is false, that could not occa- 
sion, his believing, on any particular night, that 
Captain Manby slept in my house; thcsituation of 
these towels and basons is wliat leuds to that belief. 
But, Sire, may I ask, did the Commissioners be- 
lieve this man's suspicions ? If they did, what do 
they mean by saying that these facts of great in- 
decency, &c. went to a much less extent than the 
principal charges ? And that it was not for them 
to state their bearing and effect? The bearing of 
this fact unquestionably, if believed, is the same 
as that of the principal charge: namely, to prove 
me guilty of High Treason. They therefore could 
not believe it. But if they did not believe it and 
as it seems to me, Sire, no men of common judg- 
ment could, on such a statement how could they 
bring themselves to name Mr. liidgooci as one of 
those witnesseson whose unbiassed te^imonythey 
could so rely? or how could they, (in pointing 
him out with the other three as speakii.^ to'^facts,. 
particularly toith respect lo Captain Manby, which 
must be credited till decidedly contradicted, 
orait to Bpecify the facts which he spoke to that 
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they thus thought worthy of belief, but leave the 
whole, including this incredible part of it, recom- 
mended to belief by their general and unqualified 
sanction, and approbation. 

But the falsehood of this charge does not rest 
on its incredibility alone. My servant Mrs, Sander, 
who attended constantly on my person, and whose 
bed room was close to mine, was examined by the 
Commissioners ; she must have known this fact 
if it had been true ; she positively swears, " that 
she 4id not know or believe, that Captain. Manby 
staid till very late hours with me ; that she never 
suspected there was any improper familiarity be- 
tween us. M. Wilson, who made my bed, sweaK, 
that she had been in the habit of making it ever 
since she lived with me, that another maid, whose 
name was Ann Bye, assisted with her in making 
It, and swears from what she observed, that she 
never had any reason to believe that two persons 
had slept in it. Referring thus by name to her 
fellow-servant, who made the bed with her, but 
that servant, why I know not, is not examined. 

As your Majesty then finds the inference drawn 
by Bidgood to amount to a iact so openly and un- 
disguisedly profligate, as to outrage all credibility, 
as your Majesty finds it negatived by the evidence 
of three witnesses, one of whom, in particular, if 
such a fact were true, miist have known it; as 
your Majesty finds one witness appealing to anb-* 
ther, who is pointed out as a person who must 
have b^n able; with equal means of knowledge, 
llo haVe dbafirmed her if nhe; spoke true, and to 



have contradicted her if she spoke false. And, 
Sire, when added to all this, your Majesty is gra- 
ciously pleased to recollect that Mr. Bidgood was 
one of those who, though in my service, submit- 
ted themselves voluntarily to be exaoiiiied pre- 
vious to the appointment of the Commissioners, 
in confirmation of Lady Douglas's statement, 
without informing me of the fact ; and when I 
state to your Majesty, upon the evidence of 
Philip Krackeler and Robert Eaglestone, whose 
deposition 1 annex, that this unbiassed witness, 
during the pendency of these examinations before 
the Commissioners, was seen to be in conference 
«nd communication with Lady Douglas, my 
most ostensible accuser, do I raise my expec- 
tations too high, wlien I confidently trust that 
his malice, and his falsehood, as well as his con- 
nection in this conspiracy against my honour, my 
station in this kingdom, and my life, will ap- 
pear to your Majesty too plainly for him to receive 
any credit, either in this or any other part of his 
testimony ? 

The other circumstances, to which he speaks, 
are comparatively too trifling, for me to trouble 
your Majesty with any more observations upon 
'his evidence. 

The remaining part of the case, which respects 
Captain Maiiby relates to my conduct at East 
Cliff. 

How little Mrs. Lisle's examiaatioo affords for 
gbservations upon this part of the case, except 
as shewing how very seldom Captain Manby cal- 
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led upon"" me \irbile I was there^ I have alre^d^ 
observed. Mr. Cole ssl)'^ notbiog upon this parf 
of the case ; Dor Mr. BidgooJ* The onlj witnesij 
amongst tbe four whose testimonies are distiu- 
gpished bj tbe Commissioners as most material^ 
and a,s those on which they particularly rely^ who 
eajs ^ny thing upon this part of tbe case is Fanny 
Lloyd. Her deposition is as follows. * 

*' I was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1803. 
*' One morning, when we were in the, bouse at 
'^ East Cliffy somebody, I don't recollect wbo^ 
knocked at my door^ and desired me to prepare 
breakfast fQf the Princess.' This wa^ about si): 
o'clock; I ^as asleep. During tbe whole time I 
'' was in tbe Princes's service^ I bad never been 
called up before to make the Princess's breakfast, 
1 slept|inthebou8e-keeper'sroom^ontbe ground 
<' floor. I opened the shutters of tbe window for 
' ' light. I knew at that time that Captain Manby 's 
'* ship, was in the Downs, When I opened tb^ 
" sbuttersj I saw the Princess^ walking down tbq 
^' Gravel-Walktpward^ the sea. No orders had 
'^ beea giyenme over-night to prepare breakfast 
'' early. The gentleman tbe Princess was with 
'' was a tall man. I was surprised to see the 
^* Princess walking with a gentleman at that tim^ 
*\ in tbe mornings I am sure it was tbe Princess.'* 
What this evjdeoce of Fanny Lloyd applieSji 
I do not feel cerjtain that 1^ recollect. The pircufldr 
stances virhichshe mentiQos might> I tbijpikj^,ha?9. 
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she alludes fo, I caanot pretend to say. I mean on 
occasion of two water parties, which I inteiided; 
one of which did not take place at all, a/id the 
other not bo early in the day as was intended, mir 
was its object effected. Once I intenued to pay 
Admiral Montitgne a visit to Deal. But, wind and 
tide not serving, we sailed much later than we in- 
tended;and instead of landing at Dcal.the Admiral 
came on board our vessel, and we returned to East 
Cliff in the evening, on whiih o<:casioii Captain 
Manby was not of the party, Dor was he in ttie 
Downs — but it is very possible, that having 
prepared to set offearl}', I niight have walked 
down towards the sea, and been seen by Fanny 
Lloyd. On the other occasion, Captain Manby 
was to have been of the party, and it was to have 
teen on boardhis ship. I desired him to be early 
at m3' house in the morning, and if the day suited 
Mif, we would go. He carae ; I walked with him 
towards the sea, to look at the niorning; I did 
not like the appearance of the weatherj and did 
Bot go to sea. Upon either of these occasions 
Fanny Lloyd might have been railed up to make 
breakfast, and might have seen me walking. As 
to the orders not having been given her over night, 
to that I can say nothing. 

But upon this statement, what inference can be 
intended to he drawn from this fact ? It is the 
only one in which F. Lloyd's evidence can in any 
degree be applied to Captain Manby, and she is 
one of the important witnesses referred to, as 
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proving aQoijething which must^ particularly as 
with regard to Captain Manby, be credited till 
contradicted^and as deserving the most serious coo* 
sideration. From the examination of Mrs. Fitzge^* 
raid I collect, that she was asked whether Captaia 
Manby ever slept in the house at East Cliffy to 
which she^ to the best of her knowledge^ answers 
in the negative. Is this evidence then of Fanny 
Lloyd's rrlied upon to afford an inference that 
Captain Manby slept in my house; or was there at 
an improper hour ? or in a manner^ and under cir- 
cumstances^ which afforded reason for unfavour- 
able interpretations ? If this were so^ can it be 
believed t!iat I would, under such circumstances, 
have taken a step, such as calling for breakfast, 
at an unusual hour^ which must have made the 
fact more notorious and remarkable^ and brought 
ihfi attention of the servants^ who must have 
waited at the breakfast, more particularly and 
pointedly to it ? 

But if there is any thing which rests, or is 
supposed to rest, upon the credit of this witness--* 
though she is one of the four, whose credit Your 
Majesty will recollect it has been stated that there 
was no reason to question, yet she stands in a 
predicament in which, in general, at least, I had 
understood it to be supposed, that the credit of a 
witness was not only questionable^ but materially 
shaken. For, towards the beginning of her exami- 
nation, she states,* that Mr. Mills attended her for 
a cold ; he asked her if the Prince came to Black* 
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Iicadi Vaclcwards and forwards; or something to 
fliat effcil ; for (lie Princess was with child ; or 
looked as if she waa with child. This must have 
been three or four years ago. She Ihouglitit must 
be sonicttoie before the child (W.Austin) was 
brought to the Princess. To this fact she posi- 
tively swears, and in this she is as posilively con- 
tradicted by Mr. Mills ;* for he swears, in his de- 
nnsition bfforc the CuniinissionerSj that he never 
did say to her, or any one, that the Princess was 
with child, or looked as if she was with child; — 
til at he never iho light so nor surmissed anything of 
the kind. Mr. Mills has a partner, Mr. Edmeads. 
The Commissioners therefore, conceiving thatFaii- 
nj Lloyd might have mistaken one of the partners 
for the other, examine Mr. Edmeads also. Mr. 
Edmeads, I" inhis deposition, is equally positive, 
that he never said any such thing — so the matter 
rests upon these depositions ; andlipou that stat£ 
of it, what pretence is theie for saying, that a 
witness who swears to aconversition with a medi- 
cal person, who attended me, of so extremely 
important a nature; and is so expressly and de- 
cidedly contradicted in the important fact which 
she speaks to, is a witness whose credit there 
appears no reason Jo question i* This important 
circumstance must surely have been overlooked 
when (hat statement was made. 
Hut this fact of Mr. Mills andMr.Edmeads's con- 
tradictionof FannyLloyd,appear8toYourMfljesty, 
for the ilist time, from the exaniioation before the 
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CdiiidiiMi<meirs.*— But th is is the fact wliich I cbarge 
as haTtng been known to those^ who are concerned 
in bringing forward this information^ and which, 
nevertheless, was not communicated to Your Ma* 
jesty* — Tb6 fact that Fannj Lloyd declared, that 
Mr. Mills told her the Princess was wkh child, ig 
stated in the declarations which were delivered to 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and by 
bim forwarded to Your Majesty. — The fact that 
Mr. Mills denied ever having so said^ though 
known at the same time, is not stated. 

That I may not appear to have represented so 
strange a fact, without sufficient authority, I 
subjoin the Declaration of Mr. Mills, and the 
Deposition* of Mr. Edmeadesj w^hich prove it. 
Ftfbny Lloyd's original Declaration which waf 
delivered to His Royal Highness, is dated on the 
Idth of February. It appears to have been takill 
at the Temple ; I conclude therefore atthecham^ 
bers of Mr. Lowten, Sir John Douglas's solicitor^ 
who,* according to Mr. Cole, accompanied him 
to Cheltenham to procure some of these Decla- 
fatioos. On the I3th of February, the ttext day 
ftfter Fanny Lloyd's Declaration, the Earl of 
Moira sends for Mr. Mills upon pressing business^ 
Mr. Mills attends him on the 14th ; he is asked by 
his' JLordship upon the subject of this cotiversa^ 
tion; he is told he may rely upon his Lordship'l 
hoDOUfi' that what passed should be in perfect 
confidante; (a confidence which Mr« Mi\U, 
ftaling it te-be on a subject too important to hii 
character, at the moment disclaims ; ) — that it was 
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Ills (tlie Earl of Moira's) duty to his Prince, as 
Iiisrouiisellor, t^> inquire iiitu tlie subject, vvbich 
he had known for smiie time.— Fanny Lloyd's 
fllatcment being then related to Mr. Mills. Mr. 
Mills, with great warmth, declared tliat it wai 
an infitnious falsehood, — Mr. Lowten, who ap- 
pears also to have liecn there by appointment^, 
w, IS called into the room, and he furnished Mr. 
Mills wi'h the date to which Fanny Lloyd's 
decJaraiiou, applied. The meeting ends in 
Lord Moifa's desiiing to see Mr. Mills's part- 
Der, Mr, Edmradcs, who, not heing at home 
cannot attend him for a few days. He does, how- 
ever, upon his ri turn, attend him on the2Jtho£ 
May: on his attendance, instead of Mr. Lowten, 
be finds Mr. Conaiit, the magistrate, with Loifd 
Moir8< He denies the conversation with F^itny 
Lloyd, as positively and peremptorily as Mr. Mills. 
Wolwithstaiidinghynryer all this, the Declaration 
of Fanny Lloyd isdelivered to His Royal Highiiesg, 
and accompanied by these contradictions, and for- 
warded to Your Majesty on the SUth. 'I'hat Mr, 
Lowten was the Solicitor of Sir John Douglas iq 
this business, cannot he doubted, that be took 
some of those Declarations, which were laid before 
Your Majesty, is clear ; and t!iat he took this De- 
claration of Fanny Lloyd's, seems not to be ques- 
tionable. That the Inquiry by Earl Moira, two 
days after her Declaration was taken, must have 
been in consequence of an early coramunicatiop of 
it to him, seems necessarily to follow from wha,t is 
above stated ; that it was known, on the UtU of 




Maji that Mr. Mills contradicted this assertion; 
andj on the 20th^ that Mr. Edmeadesdid, is pec* 
fectljclear ; anOjeti notwithstanding all this^ the 
fact^thatMr. Edmeades and Mr. Mills contra* 
dicted it^ seems to have been not communicated td 
HisRojal Highness the Prince of Walcis^ for be^ 
as it appears from the Report^ forwarded the De* 
clarations \vhich had been delivered to His 
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Highness, through the Chancellor^ to Your Ma- 
jesty : aud the Declaration of Fanny Lloyd^ whicli 
had been so falsified, to the knowledge of the Earl 
Moira and of Mr. Lowten^ the Solicitor for Sir 
John Douglas^ is sent in to Your Majesty as one 
of the documents, on which you were to ground 
jour Inquiry, unaccompanied by its falsification by 
Mtllsand Edmeades ; at least, no declarations by 
them are amongst those, which are transmitted to 
me, as copies o^ the original Declarations which 
were laid before Your Majesty. I know not whe- 
ther it was Lord Moira, or Mr. Lowteir, who 
should have communicated this circuuistance to Hit 
Royal Highness ; but that, in all fairness, it ought 
unquestionably to have been communicated by 
vfot one* 

I dare not trust myself with any inferences 
from this proceeding ; I content myself with re^ 
markings that it must now be felt, that i wajsjusti- 
fied in saying, that neither His Royal Highness, 
nor Your Majesty, any more than m\srlf, had 
been fairly diealt with, in not being fully informed 
upon this important fact ; and Your Majesty will 
fiirgite E wea'k^ libprotected woman, like myselft 



wbO( uoder such circumstances, should apprsr 
head that, howrver Sir John and Lady Douglas 
Diay appear my ostensible accusers, Ihave other 
enemies, whose ill-will I may hiive occasion to 
lear, without feeling myself assured, that it will 
be strictly regulated, in its proceeding against 
me, by the principles of fairness and of Jus- 
tice. 

I have DOW, Sire, gone through all the evidence 
which respects Captnin Manhy ; whether at Mon- 
tague House, Soullicnd, or East Cliff'^ and I do 
trust, tliatYour Miijesty will see, upon the .whole 
of it. Low mistaken a view tite Commisstoners 
have taken of it. The pressure of other duties en- 
grossing their time and their attention, has made 
them leave the important duties of this investiga- 
tion, in many particplars, imperfectly discharg'ed 
— a more tborouirli attention to it must have given 
them a better and truer insight into the characters 
of those witnesses, upon whose credit, as lam 
convinced. Your Majesty will now see, they have 
without siiflTicient reason relied. Tliero remains 
nothing for me, on this part of the charge to per- 
form ; but, adverting to the circumstance which 
is falsely sworn against ineby Mr. Bidgood, of the 
salute, and the false inference and insinuation, from 
other facts, that Captain Manhy slept in my house, 
either at Southend, or East Cliff, on my own part 
most solemnly to declare, that they are both utterly 
fftlfie ; that Hidgood's assertion as to the salute, is n 
Dialicious slanderous invention, without tbeslightcst 
shadow of truth to support it ; that his suspicions 
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«nd iimDaktivns, as t« Captata MaoAiy'g' fiaVinj^ 
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^ept in flUy bouse^ are alsottie false Ju^^tidii* idf 
iiM oviii liialictoiis mind ; and that Captaih MMby 
«efer dtd« to tty knowledge or belief> sleep in mj 
bouse iit Southend^ East Cliff, or any other hous# 
of mine whatever; and^ bowefer often he majr 
bave beeb in iny coinpany> I solemnly prdtestto 
Vour Majesty, as I bavle done in the former case^» 
that nothing ever passed l)9tween liim jand me, 
thiat I i^botff A beasham^d^ or unwilling that ^aH 
the woild skldiild have seen* And T have also> with 
great ptin^ and with' n dMp sensie of • wounded 
delicacy, applied' to Captain Manby to attest to 
the sanitf truths/ and Isiibjoitt to this tetter his 
Deposition to that effetU ' 

I stated toYour Majesty^tbatl should beobliged 
to f etun td other parts of Fanny Llovd^s tiesti- 
mony ; At tb6 end of it she says, ♦** 1 never told 
Cofethat'M. Wilson, when she iup posed" tiie 
Fnuceik to be^ in the lilNrkry, had gone' into the 
P^rfieess's' beft-ffoom, atid had found )i man thire at' 
breafePast With the Pirinfc^s; or that Aere Was a 
gi-eat to do' about it, 4nA that M. WSlson wii* 
sworn to secrecy, and threatened to beturned away, 
if she divulged what she had seen/' This part of 
her examination, your Majesty wttl perceive, must 
have befn called from ber^ by some precise ques- 
tiony addressed to ber, with reispect to a supposed 
communication from her to Mr. Cote. In Mtl 
Cole's examination, there is tiot ^ne Word upon the ' 
subject 0f iU In his original declaration, bow-^ ' 
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trpt tbere is ; and there *;our Majestj will per- 
CeJTft, that he affirms the fact of her having re- 
y>rled to him Marj Wilson's declaration in the 
»ery same words in wliich Fanny Llo^d denies it, 
and it is therefore evident thattheCommisgioners, 
in putting this question to Fanny Lloyd, must 
have put it to her from Cole's declaration. She 
positively denies the fact; there is then a flat and 
precise contradiction, hetveeen the examination of 
Fanny Lloyd and the original statement of Mr. 
Cole. It is therefore impossible that they both 
can have spoken true. The Commissioners, for 
some reason, don't examine Cole to this point at 
alt; don't endeavour to trace out this story ; if 
they had, they must have discovered which of 
these witnesses spoke the truth, but they leave 
this contradiction, not only unexplained, but un- 
inquircd after, and in that state, report both these 
witnesses. Cole and Fanni/ Lloifd,v> ho thus speak 
to the two sides of a contradiction, and who 
therefore cannot by possibility both speak 
truth, as witnesses who cannot be suspected of 
partiality, whose credit they see no reaiim to 
question, and whose story must he believed (ill 
contradicted. 

But what is, if possible, stillmore extraordinary, 
this supposed communication from F. Lloyd to 
Cole, as your Majesty observes, relates to some- 
thing which M. Wilson is supposed to have seen 
and to have said ; yet though M. Wilson appears 
herself to have been ^examined by the Commis- 
sioners On the same da^ with Fanny Lloyd, in the 
• Appendix (B.) p. ». ' .' 
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copy of ber examination^ as' delivered to me^ 
there is no (race of any question relating to thU 
declaration having beeii put to her. 

And 1 have not less reason to lament^ than to be 
surprised^ that it did not occur to the Comniis« 
sioners tosee the necessity of followingthis Inquiry 
still further. For^ if properly pursued, it would 
have demonstrated two things, both very important 
tobekeptinmindlu the wboleofthisconsideratioo. 
Firsts how hearsay representations of this kind, 
arising out of little or nothing, become magnified 
and exaggerated by the circulation of prejudiced, 
or malicious. Reporters ; and. Secondly, it would 
have shewn the industry of Mr. and Mrs. Bidgood, 
as well as Mr. Cole, in collecting information in' 
support of Lady Douglas's statement, and in im- 
proving what they collected by their false colour* 
ings« and malicious additions to it. They would 
have found a story in Mrs. Bidgood's^ declaration, 
aswell as in her hnsbaiid'sf (who relates it as hav- 
ing heard it from his wife,) which is evidently the 
same as that which W. Cole's declaration contains. 
For the Btdgood's declarations state, that Fanny 
Lloyd told Mrs. Bidgood that Mary Wilson had 
gone into the Princess's bed room-, and had found 
her Royal Highness and Sir Sidney in the moat 
criminal situation ; that she .had left the room, 
and was so sbockedi that she fainted away at tht 
door. Here then are Mrs Bidgood, and Mr. 
Cole, both declaring what they had heard Fanuy 
Lloyd say, and Fanny Lloyd denying it. How ex* 
iraordinary is it that they were not all confronted 1 
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>ad your Majesty wilt see presently Iio^ mucti it 
is to be tameiifeil that tber were not. For, from 
Rnny tiloyd's original declaralini), it appears 
that the trutb would have come out. As sJn- 
tb^re states that,* '■' To the best of her knowledj^e 
Mary Wilson safd, that she had iccn the Prin- 
ccM and Sir Sidney in the Blue Room, but never 
heard Mary AYilson say she was so alarmed as to 
be in a fit." If then, on conffonling Fanny 
Lloyd with Mrs. Bidgood and Mr. Cole, the 
Commissioners bad found Fanny Lloyd's story to 
be what she related before, and had then put the 
question to Mary "Wilson, and had heard from 
her what it really was which she had seen and 
related to Fanny Lloyd, they could not have 
been at a loss to have discovered which of these 
witnesses told the truth. They would have 
found, I am perfectly confident, that all Ibat 
Mary Wilson ever could have told Fanny Llo)d, 
was that she had seen Sir Sidney and myself in the 
Blue Room, and they would then have bad to 
refer to the malicious, and confederated inventions 
of the Bidgoods and Mr, Cole, for the convifrsion 
of the blue-room, into the bed-room ; for the vile 
slander of whatM. Wilson was supposed to have 
seen, and for the violent effect which this scene, 
had upon bcr, 1 say their co'ifedevatud inveniians, 
as it is impossible to suppose that they could have 
been concerned in inventing the same additions to 
Fanny Lloyd'astory,unlessthey hadcommunicated 
together upon it. And when they had once found 
Mis. Bidgoud and Mr. Cole, thus conspiring tor. 
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gether, ihey trould hate bafl Dd diflSiculty in coat 
nectingthem both in the same coDspiraejr^^ith Sir 
John Douglas^ by shewing bow connected Cole 
was with Sir John Douglas^ and how acquainted 
'With hi» proceedings, in collecting thj^^eridence 
which was to support Ladj Douglas's declaration. 
For^ by referritigto Mr. Cole's declaration^ made 
On the 23d of February,* they would have 'seen that 
Mr. Cole« in* explaining some observation about 

Sir Sidney's supposed possession of a key to the 
garden door^ says.that it was what '^ Mr. Lamperf^ 
*' the servant of Sir John Douglas, ni^ntioned iii 
'' Cheltenham to Sir John Douglas and Mr, Lo^v-. 
'' ten." — How should Mr. Cole know that Sir 
John Douglas and Mr. Lowten had been down to' 
Cheltenham, to collect evidence from this old ser- 
vant of Sir John Douglas's? How should he 
have known what that evidence was? unless he 
had either accompanied them himself^ or at Scust 
had had such a communication either with Sir Johii 
Douglas, or Mr. Lowten, as it never coiild liave 
occurred to any oftbeiti to have made to Mr. Cole, 
unless., instead of being a mere witness, he were a 

party to this accusation ? But whether they bad 

* • 

convinced themselves, that Fanny Lloyd spoke 

■ 

true, and Cole and Mrs. Bidgood falsely ; or whe- 
ther Ihey had convinced themselves of the reverse^ 
it could not have been possible, t!iat they both 
could have spoken the truth ; and, consequently^ the 
Coniinisiioners could never have reported the ve^ 
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racity of both to be free from suspicion, and de- 
serving of crrdit. 

There only remains that I stiotlld m<ike a Cevf 
observations on wliut appears In the examinatioiis 
relative to Mr. Hood, (now Lord HooJ.) Mr. 
Chester, and Captain Moore. And I really should 
Bot have tliought a single obscrvalinii necessary 
upon cither of them, except that wliat refers (o 
them is stated in the examinations of Mrs. Lisle. 
With respect tn Lord Hood it is as follows : 
* " I was at Catheringlon with the Princess; — 
" remember Mr. (now Lord Hood) there, and the 
"Princess goinp: out airing with him, alone in 
" Mr. Hood's littlewhiskey; — and hisservant was 
" with them ; Mr. Hood drove, and staid out two 
" or three times ;— more than once, three or four 
"times. Mr. Hood diued with us several tiiiics;' 
" once or twice he slept in a house in the garden ; 
" abe appeared to pay no attention to him, but 

" that of common civility (o an intimate acquain* 
" taiice." Now, Sire, it is undoubtedly true that 
I drove out several times with Lord Hood in his 
one horse cliai^e, and some few times, twice 1 
believe at most, without any of my servaii's attend- 
ing us ; and considering the time of life, and the 
respectable character of my Lord Hood, I never 
should have conceived that I incurred the least 
danger to my reputation in so doing. If indeed it 
was the duty of the Commissi oners to inquire into 

Sances of my conduct, inwhicbtbcy may conceive 
have been less reserved and dignified, than 
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vrhat would properly become the exalted station 
which 1 hold in your Majesty's Royal Family, it » 
possible that^ in the opinions of some, these 
drives with my Lord Hood were not consistent, 
vitli that station ; and that they were partici|larly 
improper in those instances in which we were not 
attended by more servants, or any servants of my 
own. Upon this I have only to observe, that these 
instances occurred after I had received the news 
of the lamented death of your Majesty's brother, 
the Duke of Gloucester. I was at that time down 
by the sea side for my health. I did not like to 
forego the advantage of air and exercise for the 
short remainder of. the time which I had to stay 
there ; and I purposely chpse to go outj not in my 
own c^rriage^ and unattended^ that I might not be 
scen» and known to be driving about (mysejf and. 
my attendants out of moyming) while his Royal 
Highness was known to have been so recently dead. 
This statement, however, is all that I have to make 
uponmypartof the case, and whatever indecorum, 
or impropriety of Jbehaviour the Commissioners 
have fixed upon me by^this circumstance, it must 
remain ;. for 1 cannot deny the truth of the fact^ 
and have only the above explanation to offer of it. 
As to what Mrs. Lisle's examination contains with 
respect to Mr. Chester and Captain Moore, it ia 
socononectedj that I must trouble your Majesty 
with the statement of italtogejther. 

* '' 1 was with Her Royal Highness at Lady 
SheflSeld'satChristmas in Sussex; — 1 inquired what 

* Appendix (A.) p. 44. 



company was there when I came,— she said, only 
Mr. John Chester, who was there by her Royal 
Highness's orders ; that she could get do other 
company to niett her, on account of the roads, and 
the season of the year. He dined and slept there 
that night ; the next day other company came, Mr. 
Chester remained. I heard Her Royal Highnean 
say she had heen ill in the night, and came out for 
slight, and lighted her candle in her servant's 
room. I returned from ShetGeld-place to Klack- 
heath with the Princess ; Captain iMoore dined 
there; I left him and the Princess twice almie, for 
a short time ; he might be alone hulf an hour with' 
her, in (he room below, iu' which we had been 
sitting. I went to look for a: 'boot to compleat a 
set her Royal Higlme^iS ' was lending Captain 
Moore. She mijde him a-prcseftt of au inkstand, 
to the beat of my recollection'. 'He was there one 
morning in January lastidntte' Princess's Char- 
lotte's birlh-day ; he went .4 way before the rest of 
the company. I might'be clbont'twenty minute* 
the second time I was aVay^ the night Captain 
Moore was there. At Lald^Sheffieki's her Royal 
Highness paid more attention to Mr. Chester 
than to the rest of the company. I know of lier 
Royal Highness walking out alone, twice, with 
Mr. Chester in the niorntng alone ; once, a short 
time it rained, the other not an hour, not long, 
Mr. Chesler is a pj-ctty young man; her atten- 
to him were not uncoramoB; not the siHue,»s 

Liin Manby." -JC^DfiG 
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' And finst. Sire* •» to whet relates to Mr. Ch«si- 
ter. If there is any imputation to be cast upoh 
my character by what passed at SheflGieId-piac!ld 
with Mr. Chester, (and by the CommissionePi 
returning to examine Mrs. Ljsle upon my atterr- 
tion to Mr. Chester, my walking out with him, and 
above all, " as to his being a prettyjroung man,'* I 
conceive it to be so intended) f am sure your Ma« 
jesty will see that it is the hardest thing imaginable 
upon me, that, upon an occurrence which passed in 
Lady Sheffield's house, on a visit to her. Lady Shef* 

field berseU'wasjiever examined; for ifshe had been, 

• 

I am convinced that these Noble Lords, the Com^ 
.ipissioners, neveir could have put me to the painful 
degradation of stating any thing upon this subject* 
The statement begins by Mrs. Lisle's inquiring^ 
what company was there ? and Lady Sheffield sav- 
ing, " only Mr. John Chesrer, who was there b^ 
her Royal Highness's orders; that sh^ could get ho 
other company on account of the roads/' Is nojk 
this, Sire, left open to the inference that Mr. John 
Chester was the only person who had been invited 
by my orders ? If Lady Sheffield had been exam* 
ined, she would have been able to have produced 
the very letter in which,' in answer to her Lady^ 
ship's request, that I would let her know whft 
company.it would be agreeable for me to meet, I 
said^^^ every thing of the name of North, all the 
L^ge^f and ChesterSi William and John* kc.kc. 
and Mr.J^Uiptt." Instead of singing out, therefore; 
j^'» .J9)^.;Cb89ter» I in<;luded ^im inthe ewumei 



ration whicU I made of the near relauons of La Jy 
Sheffield ; and your Majesty from this alone can- 
not fail to see how false a colour, evftn a trtir: 
fact can assume, if it be not sufficiently inquired 
into and explained. 

As to the circumstances of my Imviiig been 
taken ill in the night, being obliged to get up, 
and light my candle ; why this fact should be 
recorded, I am wholly at a loss to conceive. All 
the circumstances however respeetini:; it, con- 
nected very mueli as tiiey are \ulh the particu- 
culardisposition of Liidy Sheffield's house, would 
have been fully explained, if thoue'Jit material to 
have been inquired after, by Lady Sheffield her- 
self; and I should have been relieved from the 
painful degradation of alluding at all to a circum- 
stance which I could not fiKtlier detail, without a 
great degree of indclicucy; and as I cannot possibly 

suppose such a detailcan be necessary for my de- 
fence, it would, especially in addressing your Ma- 
jesty, be wholly inexcusable. With respect to the 
attention which 1 paid to Mr. Chester, and my 
walking out twice alone with himfora short tune, 
I know not how to notice it. At this distance of 
time lam not certain that I can, with perfect ac- 
curacy, account for the circumstance. It ap- 
pears to have bi^eh a rainy morning ; it was on 
127th or 2th of December ; and whether, 
Si to take a walk, I did not desire Lady 
Id or Mrs. Lisle or any Lady to accom- 
me in doing what, in such a morning, Z 
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to^ght think might be disagreeable to them, I 
seally cannot precisely state to your Majesty. 

But here again, perhaps, in the judgment of 
some, persons, may be an instance of familiarity 
which was not consistent with the dignity of the 
Princess of Wales; but surely prejudice against me 
^nd my character must exceed all natural bounds 
^n those minds in which any infereijce of crime, or. 
moral depravity can be drawn from such a fact. 
As to Captain Moore, it seems he was left alone 
\yith mc, and twice in one afternoon by Mrs. 
Lisle; he was alone with me half an hour. The 
firat time- Mrs. Lisle left us, her examination says, 
itwasto'lookforabook which I wished to lend to 
Captain Moore, How long she was absent on that 
occasion she is not aSked, but it- could have been 
but ten minutes, as she appears^to have been absent 
twenty minutes the second time. The Commis- 
sioners, though they particularly return to the in- 
quiry with respect to the length of time of her se- 
cond absence, did not require her to tell them the 
occasion of it : if they had, she would have told 
them^ that it was in search of the same book ; that 
having on. the first occasion looked for it in the 
drawing room, she went afterward's to aee for it in 
Mrs, Fitzgerald's room.— But I made him a presept 
of an inkstand. I hope your Majesty will not 
think I am trifling with your patience when I take 
notice of such trifles. But it is of such trifles as 
these, thisttthi evidence consists, when it is the evi^ 
deioe of respectable witnesses speaking to faclf* 



p.nd consequently speakingonly the truth. Cap- 
tain Moore had conferred on me wltat I felt as tc 
considerable obligation. My mother la very par- 
tial to the late Doctor Moore's writings. Captain 
Moore, as your Majesty knows, is his son, and he 
promised to lend me, for the purpose of sending it 
to my mother, a manuscript of an unpublished 
work of theDoctor's. In return for this civility I 
begged ills Hcceptance of a trifling present. 

There is one cirnuinstance alluded to in these 
examinations, wliich I know not how to notice, 
and yet feel it impossible to omit — I mean what 
rcipRCls certain anonymous papers, or letters, 
marked A. B.and C. to which Lord Cholmonde- 
Icy appears to liavo hern examined, upon the sup- 
position of tlieir beinL; my liand-writing. A let- 
ter marked A, appears, by the examination of 
Lady Dru: lis, to have been produced by her; and 
the two papers, marked B. and a cover, itiitrked 
C, appear to have been produced by Sir John. 
Those papers 1 have never seen; buti collectthem 
to be tlie same as are alluded to in Lady Douglas's 
original Declaration, and, from her representation 
of them, they are most infamous productions. 
Prom the stile and lan;^uage of the letter, she says, 
Sir John Douglas, Sir Sidney Smith,and herself, 
wciiiUI have no manner of hesitation in swearing 
point blank, (for tha t is ber phrase) to tlieir being 
^n _my hand-writing ; and it seems, from tliestafe- 
ment of IJis Royal Hii^hness the Duke of Kent, 
tliat Sir Sidney Smith had been imposed upon to • 

dieve, that these letters and papers were really 
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written and tfept to Sir John and Lady Douglas b^ 
tne. I cannot help, however, rendarking to your 
Majesty, that, though Sir John and Lady Douglas 
produce these papers, and mark them, yet neither 
the ojie nor th^ other swears to their belief of my 
band-writing ; it does not, indeed, appear, that, 
they were asked the question ; and when it once 
occurred to the, Commissioners to be material 
to inquire whose hand* writing these papers were» 
I should have been much surprised at their aot 
applying to Sir John and Lady Douglas to swear 
it, as in their original Declaration they offer to do^ 
if it had not been that, by that time, I suppose^ 
the Commissioners had satisfied themselves of the 
true value of Sir John and Lady Doug Ws oaths^ 
apd therefore did not think it worth while to ask 
them any further questions. 

. His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, as' 
appears by his narrative,* was convinced, by Sir ' 
Sidney Sflbith, that these letters came ftom^ 
me. His Royal Highness had been applied to by 
m^, in con^eqiiience of my having received a fOf« ' 
mtl note from Sir John^ Lady Douglas^ and 
Sir Sidney Smith, requestiog att audience *im* 
nl^iately; this was soon after my having desi«^ 
r€dto see iio more of Lady Douglas. I conceived^ * 
therefore, the audience was required for the pur-- 
pose of remonstrance, and explanation upon this 
circutndtance, and as I was determined not to alter 
my neaoiotiODj. nor admit of any discttssiof^ 4pM* 
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U, I requested His Royal Highness, who liappened 
to be acquainted with Sir Sidney Smith, to try to 
prevent my liiiving any furflier trouble upon the 
trtibject. His Royal Highness saw Sir Sidney 
Sinitli, and being intpressod by him with the be- 
lU-'foI'Lady Doiiglas's story, that I was the author 
cfthesc anonymous letters, he did that which na- 
turally became him, under such belief; he endea- 
voured, for the peace of Your Majesty, and the 
bonoiir of the Royal J-'amily, to keep from the 
knowledge of the worJd, what, if itliad been true, 
woukihave justly reficcted such infinitcdisgrace 
upon me ; and, it seems, from the narrative that 
he procured, through Sir Sidney Smith, Sir John 
Douglas's assurance that he would, under existing 
circumstances, remain quiet, ifieft unmolested. 
" This result (His Royal Hi<;hnes8 says) he com- 
municated to me the following day, and I seemed 
satisfied with it." And undoubtedly as he only 
communicated the result to me, I could not be 
otherwise than satisfied : for as all that I wanted 
was, not to be obliged to see Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, and not to be troubled by them any more, 
tiie result of his Royal Highness's interference, 
through Sir Sidney Smith, was to procure me all 
that I wanted. I do not wonder that his Royal 
fligbnessdid not mention to me the particulars of 
these infamous letters and drawings, which were 
ascribed to me ; for, as long as he believed they 
were mine, undoubtedly it was a subject which he 
must have wished to avoid; but I lament, as it 
happens, that he did notj as I should have satisfied 
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liim, as far, at kast, as any assertions of mine 
could have.satii3fied him, by declaring to him, as I 
do now most solemnly, that the letter is not mine, 
and that I know nothing whatever of the contents , 
of it, or of the other papers ; and, I trust, that His 
Royal Highness, and every one else who may have 
taken up any false impression concerning them to 
my prejudice, from the assertion of Sir John and . 
Lady Douglas, will, upon my assertion, and the 
evideuce qf L6Fd Cholmondeley, remove from 
their minds this calumnious falsehood, which, 
with many others, the malice of Sir John and 
Lady Douglas has endeavoured to fasten upon me. 

To all these pjapefs Lady Douglas states, in her 

■-.-•• • 

Declaration, that, not only herself and Sir John 
Douglas, but Sir Sidaey Smith, would have no he* 
citation in swearing to be in my hand-writing. — i 
What says Lord Cholmondeley ?•— " that he is 
perfectly acquainted with my manner of writing'; 
Letter A. is not of my hand* writing ; that the two 
papers marked B. appear to be wrote ia a disguised 
band; that some of the letters in them remarkably 
resemble mine, but, because of the dibguise, he 
cannot isay wheth r they are or not ; as to the^ 
cover marked C. be did not see the same resem- 
blance/' Of these fou papers (allofwhich arestated 
by Lady Douglas to be so cle-^xly and plainly mine^ 
that there can be no hesitation upon the subject) 
two bear no resemblancre to it, and although the 
other two, written in a disguised hand, haTesomie 
letbirt remarkably resepbling mine, ytt, I trust, I 

•^Apptndui (AO p» 47. 



shall noti vipon such evidence, be subjected to so 
base ail imputation ; and really. Sire, I know not 
how toaccotintfor the Commissioners examining 
and reporting upon this subject in tiiis manner. 
For i understand from Mrs. Fitzgerald, that these 
drawings were produced by the Commissioners 
to hi^r ; and that she was examined as to hor 
knowledge of them, and as to the hand-writing 
upon them ; that she was satisfied, and swore that 
they were not my hand-writing, and that she knew 
nothing of them, and did nnt believe they could 
possibly come from any lady in my house. She 
wasshewn theseal also, which Lady Douglas, in 
her Declaration, says, was the " identical one with 
" which I had summoned Sir John Douglas to 
" luncheon." To this seal, though it so much re- 
sembled one that belonged to herself, as to make 
her hesitate till she had particularly observed it, 
she was at last as positive as to the hand- writing, 
and having expressed herself with some feeling and 
indignation at the supposition, that either I, her- 
self, or any of ray ladies, could be guilty of so foul 
a transaction, the Commissioners tell her, they 
were satisfied, and believed her ; and there is not 
one word of all this related in her examination. — 
Now, if their Lordships were satisfied from this, or 
any other circumstance, that these letters were 
not my writing; and did not come from me, I can 
account for their not preserving any trace of Mrs. 
zgerald's evidence on this point, and leaving 
JJH RJit of their inquiry altogether ; but, if they 
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tliDnght proper to preserve any evidence upon it^ 
Xo make it the subject of any examination ; surely 
they should not have left it on Lord Cholraonde-* 
ley's alone ; but I ought to have had the benefit of • 
Mrs. Fitzgerald'^ evidence also. But^ as I said be-- 
fore, they take no notice of her evidence ; nay, they • 
finish their Report, theyexecute it according to the 
date it bears, upon the 14th of July, and it is liot 
until two days aftervfrards, namely, on the 16th,' 
that they examine Lord Cholmondeley to the 
hand-writing — ^with what view, and for what pur- 
pose, I cannot even surmise; but with whatever 
view, and for whatever purpose, if these letters are 
at all to be alluded to in their Report, or the exa- 
minations accompanying it, surely I ought to have 
had the benefit of the other evidence, which dis- 
proved my connection with them. 

I have now. Sire, gone thr>ough all the matters^ 
contained in the examination^ on which I think it, 
in. any degree, necessary, te trouble your Majesty 
"^ith any observations,-^For as to the examination 
of Mr^. Townley the washerwoman, if it applies at 
. all, it roust have been intended to have afforded 
evidence of>my pregnancy and miscarriage.— And 
whether the circumstance she speaks to was occasi* 
oned by my having been bled with leeches, or 
whether an actual miscarriage did take place in my- 
family, and by some means linen belonging to me ' 
was procured and used upon the occasion ; or t< 
\ifhatever other circumstance it is to be ascribed 



a'ter the manner in which the Coramiasi oners have 
expressed their opinion, on the part of the case re- 
specting my supposed pregnancy, and after the 
evidence on which tliej formed their opinion, 1 do 
not conceive myself called upon to say anything 
upon it ; or that any tiling I could say could be 
more satisfactory than repeating the opinion of the 
Commissioners, as stated in their Report, viz. 
"Thatnothingliadappeared to thfm which would 
warrant the belief that I was pregnantin that year, 
f 180^,) or at any other period wifliin the compass 
oftheir Inquiries— tliat they would not be warran- 
ted in expressing any <l'iubt respecting the alleged 
pregnancy of the Princess, as stated in the original 
declaratior.Hj a fuel so ful ly contradicted, and by so 
many witnesses, to whom, iftrue, it must in vari- 
ous ways have been Itnown, that we cannot think 
it entitled to the smallest credit." 

'I heri^ are indeeil some other matters mentioned 
in the original declarations, which I might have 
found it necessary to observe upon; but as the 
Commissioneis do not appear to have entered into 
any examination with respect to them, I content 
myself with thinking that tlieyhad found the means 
ofsalisfying themselves of the ulter falsehood of 
thiise particulars, and therefore that they can re- 
quire no contradiction or observation from me. 

On the drclai ation, tlicrefore, and the, evidence, 
I have nothing further to remark. And, consci- 
ous of <he length at which I have trespassed on 
your Mfijesty's patience, I will forbear to waste 
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your time by any endeavour to recapitulate ^hat t 
have said. Some few observations^ however^ be«- 
fore I couGlude^ I must hope to be permitted to 
subjoin. 

In many of the observations which I have made^ 
yourMajestywill observe that 1 have noticed^ what 
have appeared to me to be great omissions on the 
part of the Commissioners^ in the manner of taking 
their examinations ; in forbearing to put any ques- 
tions to the witnesses^ in the nature of a cross^^x^ . 
amination of them ;-^to confront them with each 
other ; and to call other witnesses^ whose testimony 
must either have confirmed or falsified, in import'^ 
ant particulars, the examinations as they have ta* 
l^en them. It may perhaps occur, in consequence 
of such observations, that 1 am desirous that this 
Inquiry should be opened again; that the Commis* 
sinners should recommence their labours, and that 
they should proceed to supply the defects in their 
previous examinations, by a fuller execution of 
their duty.—- -1 therefore think it necessary, most 
distinctly and emphatically to state, that Ihave no 
f uch meaning ; and whatever may be the risk that 
1 may incur of being charged with betraying a con- 
sciousness of guilt, by thus flying from an exten- 
sion or repetition of this Inquiry, 1 must distinctly 
state, that so far from requesting the revival of it, 
1 humbly request your Majesty wouldbe gracious- 
ly pleased to understand me as remonsti^ating, and 
protesting against it, in the strongest anj most so- 
lemn manner in my power. 

lam yet to learn the legality of such aCommm^^ 
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to inquire, evea in the case of High Ticasoiij or i\ 
any other crime known to the laws of the country. 
IfitisluwfDl ill the case of High Treason.suj} posed 
to be coiiiiaiftcd by me, surely it must be l.iwfdl 
also in the caee <if High Treason supposed to be 
committed by other subjects of your .Miijesfy. 

That there is much objection to it, in rcusou and 
principle^ my understanding assures me. That such 
Inquiries, carried on upou ex parte examination, 
and a Report of (he result by persons of bi^h au- 
thoritv, mav, nay nuist, have a teiideiic* to [)re- 
judice the character of the parties who are expos- 
ed to them, and thereby influence the further pro- 
ceedings in their case;— that are calculated to 
keep hack from notice, and in security, the per- 
son of a false accuser, and to leave the accused in 
the predicament of neither being able to hiok for- 
ward for protection to an acquittal of himself 
nor fiir redress to the conviclion of his accuser.-- 
Thiit these and many oilier objections ottur to 
such a mode of proceeding, in the case >)f a crime 
known to the laws ofthis country, appears to be 
quite obvious. --But if Commissioners acting un- 
der sueb a power, or your Majesty's Privy Coun- 
cil, or any regular Magistiates, when they have 
satisfied themselves of the falsehood of the princi- 
pal charge, and the absence of all legal and sub- 
stantive iili'encc, are to be considered as empow- 
ered to proceed in the examination of the parti- 
culars of private life ; to report upon the pro- 
prieties of domestic conduct; and the decorums 
of pnv ite behaviiiur, and to pronounce their 
CjOi'wiOiJ against the partj', u^out.he evidence of 



177 

In the fall examination of these proceedin^^ 
which justice to my own character has requir- 
ed of me^ I have been compelled to make many 
observations, which, I fear, may prove offen- 
sive to persons in high power — Your Majesty 
will easily believe, when I solemnly assure 
you, that I have been deeply sorry to yield to 
the* necessity of so doing. This proceeding mani- 
fests that I have enemies enough; I could not 
wish unnecessarily to increase their number, 
or their weight. I trust, however, I hav* 
dpne it, know I it has been my purpose to do 
it, in a manner as little oflFensive as the justice 
due to myself would allow of; but I have felt 
that I have been deeply injured ; that I have 
had much to complain of: and that my silence 
now would not be taken for forbearance, but 
would be ascribed to me as a confession of 
guilt. The Report itself announced to met, 
that these things, which had been spoken to 
by the witnesses, ** great improprieties and 
indecencies of conduct,'* " necessarily occa- 
sioning most unfavourable interpretations, and 
serving the most siierious consideration,*' " must 
be credited till decidedly contradicted." The 
most satisfactory disproof of thesecircumstances 
(as th^ contradiction of the accused- is always 
received with fcaution and distrust) rested iri' 
the proof of the foul malice and falsehood of 
my accusers and their witnesses. The Report 
announced to Your Majesty that those witnes- 

A a ^ • 
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these examinatious. 1 must protest against it; 
protest agaiust the nature of the proceeding, be- 
cause its result canoot be fair, 1 must protestj 
as long at least as it reniaiiis doubtful, agaiust 
the legality of whitt has already passed, as well as 
the legality of its repetition. — If the course be 
legal, I must submit to the laws, however severe 
they may be. But I trust new law is not to be 
fouud out, and applied to my case. '-If I am 
guilty of crime, I know I am amenable, I am 
most contented to continue so, to the imprtrtial 
iaws of your Majesty's kingdom; and I fear no 
charge brought against me, in open day, under 
the public eye, before the known tribunals of the 
country, administering justice under those im- 
partial and enlightened laws. But secret tribu- 
nals, created for the first time for me, to form 
and pronounce opinions upon my conduci, without 
hearing me; to record, in the evidence of the 
witnesses which they report, imputations against 
my character upon ei parte examfnations, — till 
1 am better reconciled to the justice of their pro- 
ceedings, 1 cannot fail to fear. And till 1 am 
better informed as to their legality, I cannot fail 
in duty to my dearest interests, most solemnly to 
reraonslrate and to protest against them. 

If such tribunals as these are called into action 

againstmebythe false charges offricnds turned ene- 

lies, of servants turned traitors,and acting as spies 

foul conspiracy of such social and domestic 

»; I can look to no security to ray honour 
nost spotless and most cautious innocence. 
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V 

By the contradiction and denial which in this cue 
I haye been enabled to procure^ of the most ini« 
portani facts which hare been sworn against me by 
Mr.Cole and Mr.Bidgood ;— by the observations^ 
and the reasonings^ which I have addressed to your 
Majesty^ I am confident, that to those whose sense 
of justice will lead them to wade through this 
long detail, I shall have removed the impressions 
which have been raised against me. — But how 
am I to insure a patient attention to all this state* 
ment ? How many will hear that the Lord Chan- 
cellor, the Lord Chief Justice of the King's 
Bench, the First Lord of the Treasury, and one 
of your Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, 
have reported against me, upon evidence which 
they have declared to be unbiassed and unques- 
tionable ; who will never have the opportunity, or 
if they had the opportunity, might not have the 
inclination, to correct the error of that Report, 
bythe examination of my statement. 

I feel, therefore, that by this proceeding, my 
character has received essential injury. For a 
Princess of Wales to have been placed in a situ- 
ation^ in which it was essential to her honour to 
request one gentleman to swear, th^t he was not 
locked up at midnight in a room with her alone: 
and another, that he did not give her a lascivious 
salute, and never slept in her house, is to have been 
actually degraded and disgraced. — I have been^ 
Sire, placed in this situation, I have been cruelly, 
your Majesty will permit me to say so, cruelly 
degraded into the neceiiity of making such re* 



quests. A necessity whirli I never could bave 
been exposed fo, even 'iiiider tliis Inquir3'j if more 
attention had been given to the examination of 
tlifse uialicious charges, and of the evidence on 
Avhirb they rest. 

INIiich solicitude is fclt.anil justlyso, as connected 
vitli this Inquiry, fortlic honour oryourMiijesly'a 
illustrious Family, liiit surely a true regard to 
that honour should have restrained thosc'who really 
felt for it, from casting such severe reflections on 
the char^.ctcr and virtue of the Princess of Wales. 

If, indeed, after the most diligent and anxious 
Inquiry, penetrating into every circumstance con- 
(lected with the charge, searching every source 
from M'hich information could be derived, and 
scrutinizing with all that aculeuess, into the cre- 
dit and character of the witnesses, which great ex- 
perience, talent, and intelligence could bring to 
such a subjcrt ; and above all, if, after giving me 
some opportunity of being heard, the force of truth 
had, at length, compelled any persons to form, as 
rcluclaiilly, and as unwillingly as they would, 
against their own daughters, the opinion that has 
been pronounced ; no regard, unquestionably, to 
my honour and character, nor to that of your 
Majesty's Family, as, in some degree, involved in 
mine, could have Justified the suppression of that 
opinion, if legally callrd for, in the course of 
uiliciul and public duty. Whether such caution 

'1 reluctance are really manifest in these pro- 

IiugSt I must leave to less partial judgments 
my own to determine. 
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In the fall examination of these proceedin^^ 
which justice to my own character has requir- 
ed of me, I have been compelled to make many 
observations, which, I fear, may prove offen- 
sive to persons in high power — ^Your Majesty 
will easily believe, when I solemnly assure 
you, that I, have been deeply sorry to yield to 
the necessity of so doing. This proceeding mani- 
fests that I have enemies enough; I could not 
wish unnecessarily to increase their number, 
or their weight. I trust, however, I hav# 
done it, know I it has been my purpose to do 
it, in a manner as little oflFensive as the justice 
due to myself would allow of; but I have felt 
that I have been deeply injured ; that I have 
had much to complain of: and that my silence 
now would not be taken for forbearance, but 
would be ascribed to me as a confession of 
guilt. The Report itself announced to me^ 
that these things, which had been spoken to 
by the witnesses, ** great improprieties and 
indecencies of conduct," "necessarily occa- 
sioning most unfavourable interpretations, and 
serving the most siierious consideration,^' " must 
be credited till decidedly contradicted.'^ The 
most satisfactory disproof of thesecircumstances 
(as the contradiction of the accused- is always 
received with Caution and distrust) rested in 
the proof of the foul malice and falsehood of 
my accusers and their witnesses. The Report 
announced to Your Majesty that those witnes- 

.....'. A a 



sts.whomi felt to be foul confederatBBin abase 
conspiracy against me, were not to be suspected 
of unfavourable bias, and their veracity, in tha 
judgment of the Commissioners, not to bo 
questioned. 

Under these circumstances. Sire, whatcoold 
1 do ? Could I forbear, injustice to myself, to 
announce to Your Majesty the existence of a 
conspiracyagainst my honour,andmy station in 
this country at least, if not against my life? 
Could I forbear to point out to Your Majesty^ 
how long this intended mischief had been 
mediated against me ? Could I forbeai' to 
point out my doubts, at least, of the legality 
of the Commission under which the proceed- 
iog had been had ? or to point out the error* 
and inaccuracies, into which the great and 
able men who were named in this commission, 
under the hurry and pressure of their great offi- 
cial occupations, had fallen, in the execution 
of this duty ? Could I forbear to state, and ta 
urge, the great injustice and injury that had 
been done to my character and my honour, 
by opinions pronounced against me without 
hearings me ? And if, in the execution of this 
great task, so essential to my honour, I have 
let drop any expressions which a colder, and 
more cautious prudence, would have checked, 
I appeal to Your Majesty's warm heart, and 
generous feelings, to suggest my excuse, and 
to afford my pardon. 

What I have said, I have said under tha 
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pretsxire of muck misfbrtmi^^ under the prbrfy* 
cation (^ great and accumulated injustice«^ Oh! 
Sire, to be unfortunate, and scarce, to feel |1 
liberty to lament.; to be cruelly used, and to 
feel it almost an offence and a duty to be silent 
is a hard lot ; but use had, in some degree 
inured me to it : But to find my misfortunes 
and my injuries imputed to me as faults ; to be 
called to account upon a charge, made agsunst 
me by Lady Douglas, who was thought at 
first worthy of credit, although she had 
pWdged her veracity to the facti of my having 
admitted that I was myself the aggressor in 
every thing, of which I had to complain, has sub«- 
dued all power of patient bearing, and when I 
was called upon by the Commissioners, either 
to admit, by my silence, the guilt which they 
imputed tome, oi: to enter into my defence, in 
contradiction to it — no longer at liberty to re- 
main silent, I, perhaps, have not known how:^ 
with exact propriety, to limit my expredsionsv 
' In happier days of my life, before my spirit 
h*d been yet at all lowered by my misfoitune% 
I should have been disposed to have met such a 
charge with tbp contempt which, I trust, by this 
time, your Majesty thinks due to it ; I should 
have been disposed to have defied my enemies 
to the utmost, and to have scorned to answer to 
any thing but a legal chaige, before a competent, 
tribunal : but in my present misfortunes, such 
force of mind is gone. I ought perhaps, so far 
to be thankful to them for their wholesome les* 



•ons of humility. I have, thereforeentercd into 
this long detail, to endeavour to remove, at the 
first possible opportunity, any unfavourable im- 
pressions ; to rescue myaelt' from the dangers 
■which ihe continuance ofthcsesuspicionsinight 
occasion, and to preserve to me your Majesty's 
good opinion, in whose kindness, hitlierto, I 
have found infinite consolalion, and to whose 
justice, under all circumstances, I can confi- 
dently appeal. 

Under the impression of these sentiments I 
throw myseU'at your Majesty's feet. I know, 
that whatever sentiments of resentment ; what- 
ever wish for redress, by the punishment of my 
false accusers, I ought to feel, your Majesty, 
as the Father of a Stranger, smarting'under false 
accusation, as the Head of your illustrious 
House dishonoured in me, and as the great 
Guardian of the Laws of your Kingdom, thus 
foully attempted lohave been applied tothepur- 
poses of injustice, will not fail to feel for me. At 
all events. 1 trust your Majesty will restore me 
to tile Messing of your Gracious Presence, and 
condrin to me, by your own Gracious Words, 
your satisfactory conviction of n^ innocence. 
I am, 
Sire, 
Witli every sentiment of Gratitude and Loyalty, 
Your Majesty's most aflectionate 
and dutiful Daughter-in-Law, 

Subject and Servant, 

c. r, 

JlStKUiguc House, 2d October, 1806. 
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The D^osition ofTfioma$ Manhy^ Esqmte^ tf 
Captain in the Royal Navy. 
Having had read to roe the following passage^ from 
the Copy of a Deposition of Robert Bidgood, sworn 
the 6th of June last^ before Lords Spencer and Grea« 
ville, viz. 

I was waiting one day in the anti-room ; Captain 
Manby had his hat in his hand, and appeared to 



^* be going away ; he was a long time with the 
*^ Princess, and, as I stood on the steps, waiting, I 
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looked into tlie room in which they were, and« 
in the reflectioa on the looking-glass,! saw them 
salute each other — I mean,- that they kissed each 
other's lips* Captain Manby then went away« 
** I then observed the Princess have herhandker* 
chief in her hands, and wipe her eyes, as if she 
was crying, and went into the drawing-roiam.** 
I do solemulyi and upon my oath, declare, that the 
said, passage is a vile and wicked invention ; that it it 
wholly and absolutely false; that it is impossible he ever 
could have seen, in the reflection of any glass, any such 
thing, as I never, upon any occasion«or in any situation, 
ever had the presumption to salute HerRoyal Highness 
in any such manner,or to take any such liberty ,or oflFer 
any such insult to her person. And having had read to 
me another passage, from the same Copy of the same 
Deposition, in which the said Robert Bidgood says — 
" I suspected that CaptainManby slept frequently in 
** the house; it was a subject of conversation in the 
** house. Hints were given by the Servants; and I 
" believe that other* suspectedit as wellts myself,** 
I solemnly sweas, that such suspicion is wholly un- 
founded, and that I never cUd, at Montague House* 
Southend,Jlarasgate, East Cliff, or any where else, ever 
skFep in any house occupied by, or belonging to. Her 
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Royal Highness the Princess of Wules and that there 
never did any thing pass between Her Royal Highness 
the PrinceB* of Wales and myself, thatl should be io 
any degree unwilling that all the world sliouldhaveseen. 
(Signed) THO.MA.NBY. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, London, ', 

tlie 22d day of Septem- 
ber, 1 SOS, before me, 

(Sigoed) THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of Thomas Lawrence, of Greefc- 
alreclSoho, inllie Counij/ of Midd/eaex, Por- 
trait Painter. 

Having had read to me the following Extract fiom a 

Copy of a Deposition of William Cole, purporting to 

have been sworn before Lords SpencerandGrenville 

the lOth day of June, 1S06, viz. 

" Mr. Lawrence, llie painter, used to go to Montague 

" House about the latter end of ISOl, when he 

" was painting the Princess, and he h;is slept ia 

" the house two or thi-ee nights together. I have 

"uften,-eenliini alone with the Princess sat eleven or 

" twelve o'clock at night; he has been there as 

" late as one or two o'clock in the morning. One 

" night I saw him with the Princess in the blue 

" room, after the ladies had retired ; sometime 

" afterwards, when I supposed he was gone to 

" his bed-room, I went to see that all was safe, 

" and found the blue room door locked, and 

" heard a whispering in it, and then went away." 

Ido.Eolemnly,3nd upon my oath, depose thathaving 

:eived the commands ot Her lloyal Highness the 
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f rincess of Wales to paint her Royal HigliiieiB*8 fynw 
trait, and that of the Princess Charlotte; I attended for 
that purpose at Montague House, Blackbeatb, sevent 
times about the beginning of the year 1801, and havinf 
been informed that Sir William Beechey^upon asimila^ 
occasion, had slept in the house, fot the greater con* 
▼enience of executing his painting; and it having beek 
intimated to me, that I might probably be allowed the 
same advantage, I signified my wish to avail myself of 
it; and accordingly I did sleep at Montague House 
several nights:— that frequently, when employed upon 
this painting, and occasionally, between the close of s 
day's sitting and the time of Her Royal Highness dress- 
kig for dinner^ I have been alone in Her Royal' Higli* 
ness's presence ; I have likewise peeh graciously 
admitted to Her Royal Highness's presence in the 
evenings, and remained there till twelve, one, and 
two o'clock ; but, 1 do solemnly swear, I was never 
alone in the presence of Her Royal Highness in an 
evening, to the best of my recollection and belief, 
except in one single instance, and that for a short 
time, when 1 remained with Her Royal Highness ia 
the blue-room, 9r drawing-room, as I remember, to 
answer some, question which had been put to me, at 
the moment I was about to retire together with the 
ladies in waitingi^ who had been previously present at 
well as myself; and, though I cannot recollect the 
particulars of the conversation which then took place, 
I do solemnly swear, that nothing passed between Her 
Royal Highness and myself, which I could have had the 
least objection for all the world to have seen and heard*. 
Andl do further, upon my oath, solemnly declare, that 
X never vvas alone in the presence of Her Royal High- 
ness iii any other place, or in any other way, than as 
above described i an4 that neither, upon the occasiou 
last meotioned, nor upon any other, was I ever in 
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Royal Highness the Princess of Wales and that there 
Beter did any thing piss between Her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Wales and myself, that! should be in 
any degree unwUlingthatall theworldshouldhaveseen. 
(Signed) THO.MANBY. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, London, '^ 

the S2d day of Septem- 
ber, 1 806, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of Thomas Lawrence, of Greek- 
sired itoho, in the Counij/ of Middlef^x, Por- 
trait Painter, 

Having had read to me the following Extract from a 

Copy of a Deposition of Williain Co!e, purporting to 

have been sworn before Lords ?ptnterandGrenviiie 

ilie 10th day of June, 1806, viz. 

" Mr. Lawrence, tlie painter, used to go to Montague 

" House about the latter end of ISOl, when he 

*' was painting the Princess, and he has slept io 

" the house two or three nights together. I have 

"oftenseenliini alone with thePrincess sat eleven or 

" twelve o'clock at night; lie has been there as 

** late as one or two o'clock in the morning. One 

" night I saw him with the Princess in the blue 

" room, after the ladies had retired ; sometime 

" afterwards, when I supposed he was gone to 

" his bed-room, I went to see that all was safe, 

" and found the blue room door locked, and 

" heard a whispering in it,and then went away." 

I do solemnly. and upon my oath, depose that having 

eived the commands of Her Koyal Higbtiess tli« 



183 

I^rinceM orWales to paint her Royal H(glineis*8 'Arw 
trait, and that of the Princess Charlotte; I attended for 
that purpose at Montague House, Blackbeatb, several 
times about the beginning of the year 1801, and haviog 
been informed that Sir William Beechey^upon asimilair 
occasion, had slept in the bouse, fo^ the greater con<- 
yenience of executing his painting; and it having beek 
intimated to me, that I might probably be allotted tht; 
same advantage, I signified my wish to avail myself of 
it; and accordingly I did sleep at Montague House 
several nights:— that frequently, when employed upon 
this painting, and occasionally, between the close of s 
day's sitting and the time of Her Royal Highness dress* 
kig for dinner^ I have been alone in Her Royal' Higli* 
ness's presence ; I have likewise )>een graciously 
admitted to Her Royal Highnesses presence in the 
evenings, and remained there till twelve, one, and 
two o'clock ; but, I do solemnly swear, I was never 
alone in the presence of Her Royal Highness in an 
evening, to the best of my recollection and belief, 
except in one single instance, and that for a short 
time, when 1 remained with Her Royal Highness ia 
the blue-room, 9r drawing-room, as I remember, to 
answer some, question which had been put to me, at 
the moment I was about to retire together with the 
ladies in waiting^ who bad been previously present aa 
well as myself; and, though I cannot recollect the 
particulars of the conversation which then took place, . . 
I do solemnly swear, that nothing passed between Her 
Royal Highness and myself, which I could have had the 
least objection for all the world to have seen and heard. 
Andl do further, upon my oath, solemnly declare, that 
I never was alone in the presence of Her Royal High- 
ness in any other place, or in any other way, than as 
above described ; an4 that neither, upon the occa^ioa 
last meotiooed, nor upon any other, was I ever in 
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the pretence of Her Royal H ighupss, in any room what* 
e-rer.wilh Lhe door locked, bolted, or fastened, other- 
wise than in tlie common and usual manner, which 
leaves it in the power of any person on the outside of 
tbedoorlo open it. 

(Si-ned) THOMAS LAWREXCE. 
Sworn at the Public Office, 

Hatton Garden, this 24th 

day of September. ISOO, 

belore me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



7^ie Deposition of Thomas Edmeades, of Green-' 
wiclt^inihe County of Kent, Surgeon. 

OnTiieBdiiy, May SOtti, 1S06, I waited upon Earl 
Moira, liy his appointment, who, having introduced 
me to Mr- C'oniiant, a Magistrate for Westminster, 
proceeded to mention a charge preferred against me, 
by one of the female servants of her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Wales, of my having said, that her 
Royal Highness had been pregnant. His Lordship 
then asked me, if J had not bled her Royal Highness ; 
and whether, at that time, I did not mention to a 
eervaut, that I thought her Royal Highness in the 
family way ; and whether I did not also asli, at the same 
time, if the Prince had been down to Montague House. 
I answered, that it bad never entered my mind that her 
Royal Highness was in such a situation, and that, 
therefore, certainly, I never made the remark to any 
one; nor had I asked whether his Royal Highness had 
visited the house : — I said, that, at that time, a report, 
of the nature ailnded to, was prevalent ; but that I 
treated it as the infamous lie of the day. His Lordship 



185 

/ 

adverted to the circumstance of Her Royal Highnesses 
having^ taken a child into her house ; and observed, how 
dreadful mistakes about succession fb the throne were^ 
and what corifusion might be caused by any claim of this 
child : I observed, that t was aware of it; but repeated 
the assertion, that I had never thought of such a thing as. 
v»^as suggested, and therefore considered it impossible, in 
a manner, that I could have given it utterance, I ob- 
served, that I believed, in the first instance, Mr. Stike- 
jnan, the page, had mentioned this child to Her Royel 
Highness, and that it came from Deptford, where I went, 
when Her Royal Highness first took it, to see if any ill- 
ness prevailed in the iiamily. Mn Connant observed, that 
he believed it was not an unusual thing for a medical mart, 
when he imagined that a Lady was pregnant, to mention 
his suspicion to some confidential domestic in the family : 
— I admitted the bare possibility, if^xxoM had been my 
opinion; but remarked, that the if must have been re- 
moved, before I could have committed myself in so ab- 
surd a manner. 

Lord Moira, in a yery significant manner, with hilt 
hands behind him, his head over one shoulder, his eyes 
directed towards me, with a sort of smile, observed, "that 
he could not help thir>king that there must be something 
in the servant's deposition ;" as if he did not give perfect 
credit to what I had said. He observed that the matter 
was then confined to the knowledge of a few ; and that 
he had hoped, if there had been any foundation for thcJ 
affidavit, I might have acknowledged it, that the affair 
might have been hushed. With respect to the minor' 
question, I observed, that it was not probable that F 
should condescend to ask any such question, as that im- 
puted to me, of a menial servant; and that I was not in 
' the habits of conferring confidentially with servants. 'Mr*. 
Connaat cautioned me to be on my guard ; as, that if>it' 
appeared^ on further investigation, I had made such in* 

B b 
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Mpn . fitfinw*. a: afw ] tac itetiannBE iht of/ermon. I 
4h1 no' nuke «omr commeni oti tttt snuaboo of Her 
KfWDl HiftineM. from thf ^tuit- oi thf^bloDd and vbetber 
] nntiiiinicnriwl the ojirniiior! ; I answered in tt-e neFa- 
v>^ In tmtu r^tindioni.. J s^iii. Uiui Hvr Koya) Hi^tiO'^SE 
Hnr v^i'i lot nictn blsetf tier, and tiiai I did doi iben re- 
in«ll>Ti tr< wlwJ itr^rouul. 1 Eaid that J bad hifi Her 
lb>A AenMseivice : i>ui did uoi rfuicHibei ttt tiates. 
_;■«««« i,r.Trl Mcim, «iietbej he intended to proceH in 
^^ — wma ^ Of wtietber I ffiirfai cofisider it as at rest, 
«» '. auEte DiTc i:^ cppoituiLtT, if I tboughi necessary. 
■» -^^^ar^ toy ir-c-od"- iv.atiTe to the mode uf conduct 
I .jtcj^sria aiiopt ; tie uiii, that if tbe subject was moTed 
wv unoer, I *tiotiId b<- appriztd of it ; and that, at pre. 
ai^Ht, t w» »■ tl.'- Iiaiidfc r,t a few. I Itft them, and, iu 
aOHwt M !i<wr, on IuiiIh.t consideratiori, wrote U,c note, 
.J «**nLii tbe fiillowiiiK is a v>[ty, to wltich I never re- 

" Mr. fc'Jiii*ad« jirmfulsliii respectful complimeiils to 
*♦ Lofti Mu.ri. •»!, on mature- deli be rati oil, after leaviiii 
** j*s LofJsiJip. upoQ tlie tonTersaiion which passed at 
" Lord Moin'$ this momio^, he feels it nee. ssarv to ad- 
** vise with SOTue friend, on the propriety of n!al;ing the 
*• parUculars of that converFalion known to Her Royal 
'*HiE:hiiess U»e Pjincess of Wales; as Mr. l-dnieades 
■"■ would be vevf sorry that her Royal Highness shi.uW 
■* c«as»def him opable of such inlamous conduct as that 
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imputed to him oh the deposition ofa-servant^byLovd 

Moira, this morning. 
" London, May 20, 1806." 

I have been enabled to state the substance of my inter* 
view with Lord Moira and Mr. Gonnant with the more 
particularity, as I made memorandums of it, within a day 
or two afterwards. And I ^o further depose, that the 
Papers hereunto annexed, marked A. and B. are in the 
hand-writing of Samuel Gillam MiHs, of Greenwich 
aforesaid, my Partner ; and that he is at pfresent, as I 
verily believe, upon his road from Wales, through Giou* 
cester, to Bath. 

(Signed) THOS. EDMEADES. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 

Hatton Garden, this 26th 

day of September, 1806, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEAGH. 



(A.) 

Memorandums of the Heads of Conversation between 
Lord Moira, Mr. Lowten, and himself 

May 14, 1806. 

May 13, 1806. I received a letter from Lord Moira, 
of which the following is an exact copy : 



St. JamcaU'place^ 2Hjyl3, 1809. 



Sib, 



A particular circumstance makes me desire to have the 
pleasure of seeing you, and, indeed, renders it indispen- 
sable that you should take the trouble of calling on me. 
As the trial in Westminster Hall occupies the latter hours 
of the day, I must beg you to be vinlb me as early as nine 
c' clocks to-morrow morning; in the mean tiine, it wili 
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be better that you thouM not apprize any one of ray hav- 
ing requested you to converse with me. 

I hitve the honour. Sir, to be 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) MOIRA. 

To Mr. Milk. 
This is the Paper A- referred 
to by the Affidavit of Tho- 
mas Edmcadce, sworn be- 
-fbre me this 26th Septem- 
ber, ISOS. 

THOMAS LEACH. 

(B.) 

Inconsequence of thf? above letter I waited on his 
Lordship, exactly at nine o'clock. In less than live mi- 
nutes I was admitted into lus room, and by him received 
very politely. He beo;an the conversation by stating, he 
wished to converse with me on a very delicate subject ; 
th;it I might rely on his honour, that what pasBcd was to 
be in perfect confidence ; it ivas his duty to hi3 Prince, as 
his Counsellor, to inquire into the subject, which he had 
known for some time; and the inquiry was due also to my 
character. He then stated, that a deposition had been 
made by a domestic of Her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales, deposing, as a declaration made by me, that 
Her Royal Highness was pre(i;nant, and that I made in- 
quiries when interviews might have taken place with the 
Prince. I answered, that I never had declared the Prin- 
cess to be with child, nor ever made the inquiries stated ; 
that the declaration was an infamous falsehood. This 
being expressed with some warmth, his Lordship observed 
that I might have made the inquiries very innocently. 
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conceiving, that H^r Royal Highness could not be lA . 
that situation but by the Prince. I repeated my asserttM 
of the falsehood of the declaration, adding, that though 
the conversation was intended to be confidential, I felt 
my character strongly attacked by the declaration, there- 
fore it was necessary that the declaration lihould be invei^ 
tigated ; I had no doubt but the character I had so mgny 
years maintained, would make my assertion believed be^ 
fore the deposition of a domestic* I then requested to 
know, what date the declaration bore? His Lordship 
said, he did not remember; but he bad desired the Soli* 
citor to meet me, who would shew it me. I then ob« 
served, that I should in confidence communicate to his 
Lordship, why I was desirous ta know the date; I tbea 
stated to his Lordship, that soon after Her Royal High* 
ness came to Blackheatb, I attended her in an illness, 
with Sir Francis Millman, in which I bled her twice.*-'* 
Soon after her recovery, she thought proper to form a re* 
gular medical appointment, and appointed myself and 
Mr. £dmeades to be Surgeons and Apothecaries to Her 
Royal Highness; on receiving my warrant for such ap- 
pointment, I declined accepting the honour of being ap- 
4pointed Apothecary, being inconsistent with my character, 
being educated as Surgeon, and having had an honorary 
degree of Physic conferred on me; Her Royal Highness 
condescended to appoint me her Surgeon only. His 
Lordship, rang to know if Mr. Lowten was come; he was 
in the next room. His Lordship left me for a few 
minutes^ returned, and introduced me to Mr. Lowten with 
much politeness — as Dr. Mills; repeating the assurance 
of what passed he'xtig confidential. I asked Mn Lowten 
the date of the declaration, that had been asserted to be 
made by me ? He said, in the year 1802. I ttien, with 
permission of his Lordship, gave the history of my ap- 
pointment, adding, since then I had never seen the Prin* 
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cess as a patient. Once she sent for me to bleed her; I 
was from home; Mr. Edmeades went; nor had I visited 
any one in the house, cxctpt one .Mary, and that was in a 
very bad case of surgery; I was not sure whether it was 
before or after my appoititmcnt. Mr. Low ten asked me 
the date of it; I told him I did not recollect. He ob- 
served, from the warmth of my expressing my contradic- 
tion (o the deposition, that I saw it in a wrong light ; that 
1 might suppose, and very innocently. Her Royal Rich- 
ness to he pregnant, and then the enquiries were as inno- 
cently made. I answered, that the idea of pregnancy 
never entered my he,id ; that I never attended Her Royal 
Highness in any sexual complaint; whether she ever had 
any I never knew. Mr Lowten said, I might think sp, 
from her increase of size ; I answered, no ; I never did 
think her pregnant, therefore never could say it, and that 
tiie deposition was an infamous falsehood. His Lord- 
ship then observed, that he perceived there must be a 
mistake, and that Mr. Rdmeades was the person meant, 
whom he wished to see; I said, he was then at Oxford, 
and did not return before Saturday ; his Lordship asked, 
if he came through London; I said, I could not tell. 

Finding nothing now arising from coiive rsation, I askt;d 
to retire; his Lordship attended me out of the room with 
great politeness. 

When I came home, I sent his Lordship a letter, with 
the date of my warrant, April 10, 1 SOI ; he answered my 
leiter, witii tiianlis for my immediate attention, and wished 
to see Mr. Edm^ndea On Sunday morning. This letter 
came on the Saturday; early ou the Sunday I sent Ti- 
mothy, to let his Lordship know Mr, Edmeades would 
not return till Monday ; on Tuesday I promised lie should 
attend, which he did. 
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The preceding Memorandum is an exact copy of what 
I made, the day after I had seen Lord Moira. 

(Signed) SAM. GILLAM MILLS- 

Croome Hill, Grenwich^ 

Aug. 20, 1806. 
This is the Paper marked B. 
referred to by the .Aftida- 
vit of Thomas Edmeades, 
sworn before me this 26th 
September, 1806, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of Jonathan Partridges Porter 
to Lord Eardli/j at ^elvidere. 

I remember being informed by Mr. Kenny, Lord 
Eardley's late Steward, now dead, that I was wanted by 
Lord Moira^ in town; accordingly I went with Mr. 
Kenny to Lord Moira's in Saint Jame8's,*place, on (lie 
King's Birth-Day of 1804. His Lordship ftsked me, if I 
remembered the Princess coming to Belvidere sometime 
before ? I said, yes, and told him that there were two or 
three ladies, I think three, with Her Royal Highness, and 
a gentleman with them, who come on horseback; that 
they looked at the pictures in the house, had their lun« 
cheon there, and that Her Royal Highness's servants 
waited upon them, as I was in adishabille. His Lordship 
asked me, whether they went up stairs? and I told them 
that they did not. He^sked me, how long they staid? 
and I said, as far as I recollected, they did not stay aboTen 
an hour, or an hour and quarter; that they waited some 
little time for the carriage, which had gone to the public- 
house, and, till it came, they walked up and down alto- 
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getber in the portiPo before the house. ITis LorJsltip, in 
the course of what he said to me, said, it was a subject of 
itnportantje, and might be oi'consequence. His Lordship, 
finding that I had nothing more to say, told me I 
might go. 

Sometimes afterwards, his Lordship sent for me again, 
and asked me, if I wag sure of what I liiid, being .ill tliati 
could say respecting the Princess? I said, it was ; and that 
I was ready to take my oath of it, if his Lordship thought 
proper. He said, it was very satisfy ctory; said, I might 
go, and he should not want me any more. 

(Signed) JOXATHAX PARTRIDGH. 

Sworn at the County Court of 

Middlesex, in Fullwuod's 

Rents, the 25th day of Scji- 

tember, 1806, before iiie, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of Philip Krackeler, one of the 
Footmen of Her Royal Nif;hnest the Prin- 
cess of Wales, and Robert Eaglestone, Park- 
Keeper to Her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales. 

These Deponents say, that on, or about the 28th day 
of June last, as they were walking together across Green- 
wich Park, they saw Robert Bidgood, one of the Pages 
of her Royal Highness, walking in a direction, as if he 
were tjoing from the town of Greenwich, towards the 
house of Sir John Douglas, and which is a difl'erent road 
from that which leads to Montague House, and they at the 
^H itoeperceivedLaiiy Douglas walking iin adirection to 
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iMtet binu Aiid this Deponent, Pbilip Krackeler/ihtii 
desired the other Deponent to ttke notice, whether Lady 
Doilglaft and Mr; Bidgood #ouId apeak to each other; 
and both Of tbeie Dements ol^aerred, that when Lady 
Dduglaa and Mr; Bidgood met, they stopped, and con^ 
versed together for the space of about two or three mi« 
nutea^ whilst in view of these Deponents ; but how much 
longer their conversation lasted these Deplonents cannot 
say, as they, these Deponents, proceeded on their road 
which took ihem oiit of sight Of Lady Douglas and Mr^ 
Bidgood, 

(Signed) PHILIP KRACKELEIt 

ROBT- EAGLESTONR 

Sworn at the I^ublic 0(Bce, 
Hatton Garden, this 37 th 
day of September, 1800, 
before me, 

(Signed) ' THOMAS LEACit, 



Cc 



1 TRUST vour Majesty who knows my conAtanI 
affection, loyalty, and duty, and the sure confi- 
Jerice with which I readily repose my honour, 
my character, my happiness in your Majesty's- 
hands, will not tliink me guilty of any disrespect- 
hil or unduteous impatience, when I thus again 
address myself to your Iloyal grace and justice. 

Tt is, Sire, nine weeks today, since my counsel 
presented to the Lord High Chancellor, my letter 
to your Majesty, containing my observations, in 
vindication of my.honour and innocence upon the 
Report, i}resented to your Majesty by the Com- 
missioners, who had been appointed to examine 
into my conduct. The Lord Chancellor informed 
my counsel, that the letter should be conveyed to 
your Majesty on that very day; and further, was 
pleased, in about a week or ten days afterwards. 
to communicate tomy Solicitor, that your Majesty 
had read my Ii'tter, and that it had been trans- 
mitted to his Lordship with directions that it 
should be copied for the Commissioners, and that 
when such copy had been taken, the original 
should be returned to your Majesty. 

Your Majesty's own gracious and royal mind 
will easily conceive what miist have been my state 
of anxiety and suspence, whilst I have been fondly 
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Jtidulging ia the hope, that every day, as it pas§e4, 
would bring me the happy tidings,that yo.ur Msyes;^ 
ty was satisfied of my innoceBce ; and convinced 
,of the unfounded malice of my enemies, in every 
j>art of their charge. Nine lopg yreeks of daily- 
expectation, and suspence, have now elapsed ; an^ 
they have brought me nothing but disappoiptmenL 
I have remained in total ignorance o,f what has beepi 
done, what is doing, or what is intended uppn thi|; 
subject. Your Majesty's goodness will therefor^ 
pardon nae, if in the step which I no^ take^ I act 
.upon a mistaken conjecture with respect to the fact. 
But from the Lord Chancellor's communication to 
my Solicitor^ and from the time which has elapsed, 
. I am led to conclude, that your Majesty had direct- 
ed the copy of my letter to be laid before the Com- 
missioners, requiring their advice upon the subject; 
and^ possibly, their official occupations, and their 
other duties to the state, may not have, ^s yet, aU 
lowed them the opportunity of attending to it. 
But your Majesty will permit me to observe that, 
however excusable this delay pniay be on their parts, 
yet it operates most injuriously upon me; my 
feelings are severely tortured by the^uspence, while 
my character is sinking in theopinion of the public. 
It is known, that a Report, though acquit^^ 
ting me of crime, yet imputing matteris highly 
disreputable to my honour, has been made to your 
Majesty; — that that Report has been comniunicajted 
to me ; — that I have endeavoured to answer it ; and 
thajt I still remain^ a:t the ei^d of nine weel^s ffoni 



Beries which this delay so severely aggravates, and 
ill justice to my innocence and character, to urge 
the Commissioners to an early communication of 
their advice. 

To save your Majesty and the Commissioners 
all unnecessary trouble, as'well as to obviate all 
probability of further delay, I have directed a du- 
plicate of this letter to be prepared, and have s nt 
one cofiy of it through the Lord Chancellor, and 
lUiother through Colonel Taylor to your Majesty. 

I am, 



^ith every sentiment of gratitude and loyalty. 
Your Majesty's most affectionatCj 
and dutiful Daughter-in-law, 
Servant pnd Subject. 

C.P. 



Montague House, 
December 8th, ]3Qfi 
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greased. But on this topic, as possibly not much 
affecting the justice, though i^ does the hardship, 
of my case, I forbear to dwell. 

Your Majestjr will be graciously pleaded to »- 
collect, that an occasion of assembling the Royal 
Family and your subjeots, in dutiful and happj 
commemoration of her Majesty's Birth*<iay, is 
now near at hand. If the increased occupatians 
which the approach of Parliament mayiiccasiony 
or any other cause, should prevent the Commit^ 
sioners from enabling yoi^r Majesty to communi- 
icate your pleasure to me before that tin^e ; the 
world will infallibly conclude(in their present istate 
of ignorance,) that my answer must haye proved 
unsatisfactory, and that the infamous* charges have 
been thought but too true. 

These considerations, Sire, will, I tru$t, in youy 
Majesty's gracious opinion, rescue thi$ addresf 
from ail imputation of impatience. For, your Ma« 
jesty's sense of honourable feeling will naturally 
suggest; how utterly impossible it is that I, consci- 
ous of my own innocence,- and believing th^f the 
malice ofmy enemies has been completely detected, 
can, without abandoning all regard to my interests, 
py happiness, andmy honour, possibly be content 
ted to perpeivie the approach of such utter ruin to 
piy character, and yet wait, with patience, and in 
.silence till it overwhelips me. I therefore take 
this lib'arty of thrpwin^ tny§elf again at your Rfa^- 
jesty*s feet, and intreating and imploring of your 
'^lajesty's gopdnes§ and ju^tice^ in pity for my mi* 



taken ou that subject, and of the observations aM 
afUdavits broiiglit forward by the Princess of 
Wales's legal advisers, they ag;rce in tlie opinions, 
submitted to His Majesty iu the original Reptfrt 
of the four Lords, by whom His Majesty directed 
that the matter should in the first instance be in- 
quired into ; and that, in the present stage of the 
business, upon a mature and deliberate view of this 
most important subject in all its parts, and bear- 
ings, it is their opinion, that the facts of this case 
do not warrant their advising that any further 
step should be taken in the business by His Ma- 
ji?sty's Government or any other proceedings 
instituted upon it, except such only as His Ma- 
jesty's Law Servants may, on reference to them, 
think fit to recommend for the prosecution of 
Lady Douglas, on those parts of her depositions 
which may appear to them to be justly liable 
thereto. 

In this situation, Jlis Majesty is advised, that 
it is no longer necessary for him to decline re- 
ceiving the Princess into His Royal Presence. 

The King sees, with great satisfaction, the agree- 
ment of his confidential servants, in the decided 
opinion expressed by the four Lords upon tlie 
falsehood of the accusations of pregnancy and 
delivery, brought forward against the Princess by 
J-,ady Douglas. 

Ou the other matters produced in the course of 
the Inquiry, the king is advised that none of 
the facts or allegations stated in preliminary ex- 
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aminations, carried on in the absence of the 
parties interested^ can be considered as legally, 
or conclusively, established. But in those 
examinations, and even in the ansitirer drawn 
in the name of the Princess by her legal ad- 
visers, there have appeared circumstances of 
conduct on the part of the Princess, which his 
Majesty never could regard but with serious 
concern. The elevated rank which the Prin- 
cess holds in this country, and the relation in 
which she stands to His Majesty and the 
Royal Family, must always deeply involve 
both the interests of the State, and the per* 
sonal feelings of His Majesty, in the propriety 
and correctness of her conduct. And His 
Majesty cannot therefore forbear to express, in 
the conclusion of the business, his desire and 
expectation, that such a conduct may in future 
be observed by the Princess^ as may fuHy jus- 
tify those marks of paternal regard and affec- 
tion, which the King always wishes to shew to 
every part of His Royal Family. 

His Majesty has direcfed that this message 
should be transmitted to the Princess of Wales, 
by his Lord Chancellor, and that copies of the 
proceedings, which had taken place on the sub- 
ject, should also be communicated to his dearly 
beloved Son, The Prince of Wales. 



Dd 



I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt of the 
paper, which, by your Majesty's direction, was 
yesterday transmitted to me, by the Lord Chan- 
cellor, and to express the unfeigned happiness, 
which I have derived from one part of it. I 
mean that, which informs me that your Majes- 
ty's confidential servants have, at length, 
thought proper to communicate to your Majes- 
ty, their advice, " that it is no longer neces- 
" sary for your Majesty to decline receiving 
" me into your Royal presence." And I, 
therefore, humhiy hope, that your Majesty will 
be graciously pleased to receive,with favour, the 
communication of my intention toavail myself, 
with your Majesty's permission, of that advice, 
for the purpose ot^ waiting upon your Majesty 
on Monday next, if that day should not be in- 
convenient ; when 1 hope again to liave the 

happiness of throwing myself, in filial duty and 
affection, at your Majesty's feet. 

Your Majesty will easily conceive, that I 
reluctantly name so distant a day as Monday, 
but I do not feel myself sufficiently recovered 
from the measles, to Venture upon so long a 
drive at an earlier day. Feeling, however, very 
anxious, to receive again as soon as possible, 
that blessing, of which I have been so long de- 
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prived, if that day should happen to be, in any 
degree^ inconvenient, I humbly entreat, and 
implore, your Majesty's most gracious and pa- 
ternal goodness, to name some other day, as 
early as possible, for that purpose. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) C. P. 

To the King. 



Windsor Castle, 
January 29th, 1807. 

The King has this moment received the 
Princess of Wales's letter, in which she inti- 
mates her intention of coming to Windsor on 
Monday next ; and his Majesty, wishing not 
to put the Princess to the inconvenience of 
coming to this place, so immmediately after 
her illness, hastens to acquaint her, that he 
shall prefer to receive her in London, upon a 
day subsequent to the ensuing week, which 
Will also better suit his Majesty, and of which 
he will not fail tcf appnze the Princess. 

(Signed) GEORGE. R. 
To the Princess of Wales. 



JVindsor Cnstte, 
February 10, ISO/. 

■ As the PnncpM of Wales may have beeo led 
ro expect, from the King's letter to her, that 
he would fix an early day for seeing her, his 
Majesty thinks it right to aequaint her, that 
the Prince of Wales, upon receiving the seve- 
ral documents, which the King directed his 
Cabinet to transmit to him, made a formal 
rnmmunication to him, of his intention to put 
them into tlic hands of his lawyers; accom- 
panied by a request, that his Majesty would 
suspend any further steps in the business, until 
the Prince of Wales should be enabled to sub- 
mit to him, the statement which he proposed 
to make. The King therefore considers it in- 
cumbent upon him to defer naming a day to 
the Princess of Wales, until the further result 
of tlie Prince's intention shall have been made 
known to bini. 

(Signed) GEORGE. R. 
To the Princess of Wales. I 
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- * ' "' ^ Montague House^ 

■ ' February 12th, 1807- 

V * Sire; 

1 RECEIVED yesterday, and with inexpressble 
pain, your Majesty's last communication. The 
duty of Stating, in a representation to your Ma- 
jesty, the various grounds, upon which I feel the 
iiurdship of my case, and upon which I confix 
dently think that,upona review of it,yourMajes- 
ty will be disposed to r^cal your last determi- 
nation, is a duty I owe to myself: and I cannot 
forbear, at the moment when I acknowledge your 
Majesty's letter, to annouiice to your Majesty^ 
thati propose toexecute that duty withoutdeiay. 
After having suffered the punishment of ba- 
nishment frpia your Majesty's presence, for 
seven ngionths, pending an Inquiry, which your 
Majesty had directed, into my conduct,affecting 
both my life and my honour ; — after that Inqui- 
ry had, at length terminated in the advice of 
your Majesty's confidential and sworn servaato,' 

• - 

that there was no longer any reason for your Ma« • 
jesty*sdfclining to receive me ; — after your Ma- , 
jesty's gracious communication, which led me to' 
rest assured that your Majesty would appoint 
an early day to receive me ; — if after all this, by 
a renewed application on the part of The Prince 
of Wales, upon whose communication the first 
Inquiry had been directed, I now find that that 
punishment, which had been inflicted, pend- 
ing a seven month's Inquiry before the determi* 
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nation, should, contrary to the opinion of yoar 
MiU^>^y's servants, be continued after tliat de« 
termination, to await the result of some new 
proceeding,to be suggested by the lawyers of the 
Prince of Wales ; it is impossible that I can 
fail to assert to your Majesty^ wth the effect 
due to truth, that I am, in the consciousness 
of my innocence, and with a strong sense of 
my unmerited sufferings, 
Your Majesty's most dutiful, and most 
affectionate, but much injured Sul^ect, 

and Daughter-in-law, 
(Signed) C. P. 

To the King. 

SiREy 

By my short letter to Your Majesty of the 
I2th instant, in answer to Your Majesty *s com- 
munication of the 10th, I notified my intention 
of representing to Your Majesty the various 
grounds, on which I felt the hardship of my 
case ; and, a review of which, 1 confidently 
hoped, would dispose your Majesty to recai 
^our determination to adjourn, to an indefinite 
period, my reception into your ro3al Presence ; 
a detecn[xi nation, which, in addition to all the 
other pain which it brought along with itiaffect- 
ed me with the disappointment of hopes, which 
I had fondly cherished, with the most perfect 
confidence, because they rested on your Ma- 
jesty's gracious assurance. 

Independently, however, of thatcommunict* 
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tion ftom your Majesty, I should have felt mv^ 
8el£bound to have troubled your Majesty with 
much of the contents of the present letter. 

Upon the receipt of the paper, which by your 
Majesty's commands, was transmitted to me by 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 28th of last month, 
and which communicated to methe jo) ful intel- 
ligence, that your Majesty was *' advised, -that 
*' it was no longer necessary for.you to decline 
" receiving me into your royal Presence/* I 
conceived mvself necessarily called upon to 
send an immediate answer to so much of it as 
respected that intelligence. I could not wait the 
time, which it would have required, to state 
those observations, which it was impossible for 
me to refrain fromTmaking, at some period, upon 
the other importantparticulars which that paper 
contained. Accordingly, I answered it immedi* 
ately : and, as your Majesty's gracious and in- 
stant reply of last Thursday fortnight,announced 
tomej^our pleasure, that I should be received 
by your Majesty,' on a day subsequent to the 
then ensuing week, I was led most confidently 
to assure myself, that the last week would not 
have passed, without my having received that 
satisfaction. I therefore determined to wait ia 
patience, without further intrusion upon your 
Majesty, till I might have the opportunity of 
guarding myself from the possibility of bejog 
misunderstood, by personally explaining^your 
Majesty, that whatever observations I had to 
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niake upon the paper so communicated to me> 
ODthe 2dth ultimo, and whatever complaiiits re- 
specting the delay, and the many cruel circiim- 
atauces which had attended tlie whole of the 
proceedioga against me, and the unsatisfactory 
Slate, in which they were at length left by that 
last cominunication,they were observations and 
complaints which affected those only, under 
whose advice your Majesty had acted, and were 
not, in any drgrec, intended to intimate even 
the most distant insinu-ition against your Ma- 
jesty's justice, or kindness. 

1 lilt paptr est-ihlished the opinion, which I, 
certainly, had ever confidently entertained, but 
the Justness of which I had not bclbre any do.- 
cument to establish, that your Majesty had, 
frona the fiist, deemed this proceeding a high 
and important matter of state, in tht; conaidera- 
lionof which J our Majesty had not felt jour- 
stU'at liberty to trust to your own generous feeU 
ings.and to ^ our own Royal, and griieiouRJiidg- 
meiil, I iieverdid believe, that the cruel state of 
wnjf iety.ia which! iiad been kept, ever since the 
delivery of my A[isvver,:forat least sixi:eenweeks{ 
could be at all attributable to your Majesty; it 
nas most unlike every thing which I had ever 
esperit-ncedfromyourMajesty's condescension, 
fceling.and justice ; and I found, from that paper, 
Jhvit it was lo ) luir confidential servants Uvas to 
ascribe the length of banishment from your 
'presence, whith tiiey, at last, advised your Ma- 
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Jesty^ it was no longer necessary should be conti* 
nued. I perceive, therefore, what I always be- 
lieved, that it was to theoi, and to them only, that I 
owed the protracted continuance of my sufferings, 
and of my disgrace; and that Your Majesty, consi- 
dering the whol^ of this proceeding to have been 
instituted and conducted, under the grave respon- 
sibility of Your Majesty'sservants, had not thought 
proper to take any step, or express any opinion, 
upon any part of it, but such as was recommended 
by their advice. Influenced by these sentiments, 
and anxious to have the opportunity of conveying 
them, with the overflowings of a grateful heart, to 
Your Majesty, what were my sensations of sur- 
prise, mortification, and disappointment, on the 
receipt of Your Majesty's letter of the 10th 
instant. Your Majesty may conceiye, though I am 
utterly unable to express. 

That Letter announces to me^ that his Royal' 
Highness the Prince of Wales, u pon receiving the se- ^ 
veral documents which your Majesty directed your * 
Cabinet to transmit to him, niade a personal com- 
munication to your Majesty of his intention topiit 
them into the hands of his Lawyers, accompanied ' 
by a request, thatYourMajesty would suspend any 
further steps in the business, until the Prince o' 
Wales should be enabled to submit to your Ma. 
jesty the statement which he proposed to make> ' 
and it also announces to me that your Majesty 
therefore considered it incumbent oil you, to defer 
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naming a, day to tne, until the further result of 
the Princeof Wales's intention ihould have beeu 
made known to ^our IVLijesly. 

This determination of your Mijesty, on this re- 
queat, made by His Royal Highness, I humbly 
trust your Majesty will permit me to entreat you, 
in your most gracious justice, to reconsider. Your 
Majesty, 1 am convinced, must have been surpris- 
ed at the' lime, and prevailed upon by the impor- 
tunity of the Prince of Wales, to think this dcter- 
minatiau necessary, or your Maji^sty's generosity 
and justice would never have adopted it. And if I 
can satisfy your Majesty of the unparalleled injus- 
tice, and cruelty, of this interposition of the Prince 
of Wales, at such a time, and under such circura- 
stances, I feel the most perfect couBdcnce that your 
Majesty will hasten to recal it. 

I should basely be wauting to my own iiilerest 
and feelings, if I did not plainly state my sense of 
that injustice, and cruelty ; and if I did not roost 
loudly complain of it. Your Majesty will better 
perceive thejust grounds of my complaint when I 
retr;ice the course of these proceedings from their 
coniniencement. 

The four noble LordS) appointed by your Majesty 
to inquire into Ihe chargesbrought against me, in 
their Reportofthe 14(bof July liisl.aftcrhavingsla- 
tedthat His Royal liigliiiess the Prince of Wales 
had laid before bim, the charge which was made 
againat me, by Lady Douglas, and the declarations 
Id support of it, proceed, in the following manner. 
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* '' In the painful situation in which His Royal 
Highness was placed bj these communications* 
we learnt that His Royal .Highness had adopted 
the only course which could^ in our judgment^ 
with propriety, he followed. When inform* 
ations such as these, had been thus confidently 
^^ alleged, and particularly detailed^ and had been 
'* in some degree supported by collateral cTidence, 
'' applying to other facts of the same nature^ 
'* (though going to a far less extent,) one line only 
" could be pursued* 

^' Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty, and 
'* of concern for the public welfare, |; required that 
«^ these particulars should not be withheld from 
•' your Majesty, to whom more particularly be- 
*' longed the cognizance of a matter of State, so 
nearly touching the honour of your Majesty's 
K.oyal Family, and, by' possibility, affecting the 
*' succession of your Majesty's Crown. 

" Your Majesty had been pleased, on your part 
" to view the subject in the same light. Consi- 
'^ dering it as a matter which, on eyevy account , 
*' demanded the most immediate investigation^ 
*' your Majesty had thought fit to commit into ou^ 
«' hands the duty of ascertaining, in the first in* 
"stance what degree of credit was due to the in- 
*' formation, and thereby enabling your Majeglj • 
'' to decide what further conduct to adopt respect* 
" ingthem.*' 

• •■■.-■ 

'^ ♦ Report, p*, 6. ante. 






His Royftl Highneiatbeii, purauing, as the four 
Lords sav, the onlt/ course, wliicli could in their 
jutlgmriit, witli |)ropriety, he pursued, submiltfd 
thomaltertoYourMujest^'. — YourMajeatydirect- 
e<l the Inquiry by the four noble Lords, — Tlie 
lour Lords in thrir Report upou the case, justly 
acquitted me of ul I crime, and expressed (1 will not 
wait now to say how unjustly} the credit which 
they gave, and the consequence they ascribed to 
other matters, which they did not, however, cha- 
racterize as amounting to any crime. — To this Re- 
port I made my answer. — That answer, together 
wilii the whole proceedings, was referred by your 
Majesty, to the saine four noble Lords, and ollicrg 
of your Majesty's confidential servants. They ad- 
vised your Majesty, amongst much other matter, 
(which musthc the subject of further obaervalions) 
that there was no longer any reason why you 
should detline receiving me. 

Your INLijesty will necessarily conceive that 1 
have always looked upon my banishment from 
your Royal Presence, as. in fact, a punishment, 
and a severe one too. I thought it sufficiently 
hard, that 1 should biive been sufleri[igtliat punish- 
ment, during the time that this Inquiry has been 
j)ending,whilel was yet only under accusation, and 
upon (he prijiciples of tlie jnst laws of your Ma- 
jesty's kingdnnij cnlithd lobe presumed to be 
innocnil, till I was proved to be guilty. But I 
find this does not appear to be enough, in the opi- 
nion of the Prince of Wales. For now, when 



after thiilong Inquiry^ into matters which required 
immediate investigation^ I have been acquitted of 
every thing which could call for my banishment: 
from your Royal Presence. After your Majesty's 
confidential servants have thus expressly advised; 
your Majesty that they see no reason vrhy you should 
any longer decline to receive nie into your pre-: 
sence :— -after your Majesty had graciously notified 
to me^your determination to receive me at an early; 
day^ His Royal Highness interposes the demand 
of a new delay ; desires your Majesty not to take, 
any step; desires you not to act upon the advice 
which your own confidential servants have given 
you, that you need no longer decline seeing me ;— 
not to execute your intention, and assurance, that 
you will receive me at an early day; — because^ 
he has laid the documents before his Lawyers, and^ 
intends to prepare a further statement* And the 
judgment of your Majesty's confidential servants, 
is, as it were, appealed from by the Prince of 
Wales, (whom, from this time, at least, I must be - 
permitted to consider as assuming the character of * 
my accuser) ; — the justicQ||^ue to me is .to be sus- - 
pended» while the judgmei^t of your Majesty's 
sworn servants, is to be snbmifted to the revision * 
of my accuser's Counsel ; and 1, though acquitted 
in the opinion of your Majesty's confidential ser-' 
yants, of all that should induce your Majesty to 
decline seeing me, am to have that punishmenti ' 
which had been iuflicted upon me, during the in« 
quiry, continued after that acquittal, till a fresfi 



•Utenent is prepared, to be again submitted, for 
augbt I k:iow, to another Inquiry, of as eiftended 
a conliiiuance its (hat wliich has just terminated. 
Can it be said that the proceedings of the four 
noble Lord Sj or of your Majesty's confidential ser- 
vants, have been so lenient, and considerate tn- 
ivards me and my fceliiigSjas to induce a sus|iicion 
thatlhave been too favourably dealt with by thcra ? 
and that the advice which has been given to your 
Majesty,t!iat your Majesty need no longer decline 
to receive me, was hastily and partially delivered * 
I am confident, (hiit your Majesty must seethe 
very reverse of this to be the case — that 1 have 
every reason to complain of the inexplicable delay 
which so long withheld that advice. And the 
whole character of the observations with which 
they accompanied it, marks the relnctaiice with 
which they yielded to the necessity of giving it' 
For your Majest)'i confidential servants advise 
your Majesty, " that it is no longer necessary for 
" you to decline receiving me into your Royal 
" Presence.'' If this is their opinion and their ad- 
vice now, why was it not iheir opinion and their 
advice four months sgo, from the date of my an- 
swer? Nay, why was it not their opinion and 
advice from the date even of the original Report 
itself? For not only had they been in possession 
of my answer for above sixteen weeks, which at 
least furiiishedthem withall thematerials onwhich 
this advice was at length given, but further, your 
Majesty's confidential servants areforward to state 



that after baving r^ad my observations, and. tbe^ 
affidavits ^'vhich were annexed totbem, tbey agrea 
in the opinions (not in any single opinion upon any 
particular branch of (be case, but in the opinions 
generally) yfhxch were submitted to your Majesty, 
in the original Report of tbe four Lords. If tbere* 
fore, (notwithstanding tbeir concurrence in all tbe 
opinions contained in tbe Report) tbey bave never* 
tbeless given to your Majesty tbeir advtee, '^that 
*^ it is DO longer necessary for you to decline re- 
'' ceiving me,*' What could bave preventetd tbeir. 
offering tbat advice, even from the 14rtb of July,^ 
the datei of the original Report itself ? Or what 
could have warranted the withholding of it, even 
for a lingle m'oment ? Instead, therefore, of any^ 
tri^pe being obse^cvable,. of hasty, precipitate, and 
partial determini^ioa in my favour, it is impossible* 
to interpret their cpnduct and their reasons toge* 
ther in any other sensej than as aaiounting to aa 
admission of your Majesty's confidential servantsr 
themselves, that I have, in consequence of tbeir 
witbhording] that, advice, been, unnecessarily and 
cruelly banished, from your Royal Presence, from 
that I4th of July^ to the SStb of January, includ- 
ing a, space. of above six.oionths ; and tbe efiectof 
tbe interposition of tbe Prince, is to prolong my 
sufierings, and my disgrace, under the same ba- 
nishment,, to a. period perfectly indefinite. 

The principle which will admit tbe effect of 
sucb int6rpo8ition.now,mliy; be acted upon again;/, 
and tb^.Prince inity require^a further pr^knigatioit 



upon freih sUtomeDts, and fresti charges, kept 
back possibly for the purpose of being, from time 
to time, coiive iently iitlerfnised, to prevent for 
CTcr, the nrrivnl of tliat hour, which, displaying- 
to the world the acknowledgment of my unmerited 
sufTi^riiig sand dii,g:racr, may, at the same time, 
expose the true iiialicinua and unjust quality of 
the proceedings wliiih have been so long carried 
on against me. 

This unreasonable, unjust, and cruel interposi- 
tion of His lioyal Highness, as I must ever deem 
it, lias prevailed upon your Majesty to recal , to 
my prejudice, your gracious purpose of receiving 
me, in pursuance of the advice of your servants. 
Do 1 then Hatter myself too much, when I feel as- 
sured, that my just entreaty, founded upon the 
reasons which 1 urge, and directed to counteract 
only the cfiVi-t of thiit unjust interposition, will 
induce your Majesty to return to your original 
determuianon ? 

Restored however, as I should feel myself, to a 
state of eomparativesecnritj', as well as credit, by 
being, al leiiu;th, permittvd, upon your Majesty's 
graciousreconsiderationofyour last determination, 
to have access to your Mnjesty ; yet, under all the 
circumstancesundcrwhichl should now receive that 
mark and confirnialion of your Maj.'ity's opinion 
of nij innocence, my character would not, I fear, 
stand cleared in the public opinion, bv the mere 
fact of your INliijesty's reception of me. This re- 
vocation of your Majesty's gracious purpose has 



/ 



217 

flung an additional cloud about the whole proceed'^ 
ingy and the inferences drawn in the public tiiind^ 
from this circu($istance, so mysterious and so per- 
fectly inexplicable, upon any grounds which are 
open to their knowledge, has made, and will leave 
so deep an impresUon to my prejudice, as scarce 
any things short of a public exposure of ail that 
has passed, can possibly efface. 

The publication of all these proceedings to the 
worlds then^ seems to me, under the present cir^ 
cumstances, (whatever reluctance 1 feel against 
such a measure^ and however I regret the hard 
necessity which drives me to it) to be almost the 
only remaining resource^ for (he vindication of my 
honour and character. The falsehood of the ac- 
cusation is^ by no means^ all that will, by such 
publication^ appear to the credit and clearance of 
my character ; but the course in which the whole 
proceedings have been carried on, or rather'dd^ 
layed, by those, to whom your ^Majesty referred 
the consideration of them^ will shew, that, what- 
ever measuTe of justice I may have ultimately re- 
ceived at their hands, it is not to be suspected as 
arising from any merciful and indulgent considera- 
tion of tue, of ray feelings, or of my case. 

It will be seen how my feelings had been bar- 
rassed, and ipy character anfd honour exposed, by 
the delays which have taken place in these proceed- 
ings : it will be seen, that the existence of the 
charge figainst me'hadavowedly been known to the 

Ff 



X 
t 



public, from the 7lh of June in the last jear, — I 
ba^ known to the public, because it was on that 
tl ay that the Comniissinncrs, actjiig, as 1 am to 
supjiose, ( for so thcv state in their report) under 
the anxious wish,that their trust slioiild be executed 
Mitli as Utile publicity as possible, authorized that 
uiineressary insult and outrage upon me, as [ must 
always consider it, whici!, however intended, g'ave 
the utmost publicity and exposure to theexistence 
of these chari^es — ^I mean, the seudiug two Attor- 
nies, arnietl with their Lordships' warrant to my 
house, to bring before theuj, at once, about one 
half ofmy Ijousehold for examination. The idea 
of privacy, after an act so much calculated, from 
ihe extraordiiiavy nature of it, to excite the great- 
est altcntiun and surprize, your Majesty must feel 
to have been ini[,oBsible and absurd ; for an at- 
tempt at secrecy, mystery, and concealment, on 
my partj could, under such tircumstances, only 
have been construed into the fearfulness of guilt. 
It will appear also that, from that time, 1 heard 
ntJthing authentically upon the subject till the 1 1th 
of Au^ust,wheii 1 was furnished, by your Majesty's 
commands, with the Re;iort. The several papers 
uecessary to my understanding the whole of tliese 
charges, in the authentic state in which your Ma- 
jesty thought it proper, graciously to direct, that 
I should have tlieui, were not delivered to me tilt 
the beginning of J5cptember, My aniwer to these 
vaiious rliarges, though the whole subject of them 
was new to those whose advice 1 had recourse to. 
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long as thaf answer was necessarily obliged to he, 
was delrvered to the Lord Chancellor, to be for- 
warded to your Majesty, by the sixth of October ; 
and, from the 6th of October to the 28th of Ja- 
nuary, 1 was kept in total ignorance of the effect 
of that answer. Not only will all this delay be ap- 
parent^ but it will be generally shewn to the world 
how your Majesty's servants had in this important 
business, treated your daughter-in-law, the Prin- 
cess of Wales; and what measure of justice she, 
a female, and U stranger in your land, has e>cpe- 
rienced at their hands. 

Undoubtedly against such a proceeding 1 have 
ever.felt> and still feel^ an almost invincible repug- 
nance* Every sentiment of delicacy, with which a 
female mind must shrink from the act of bringing 
before the public such charges, however conscious 
of their scandal and falsity, and however clearly 
that scandal and falsity may be manifested by the 
answer to those charges ; therespect still due from 
me, to persons employed in authority under your 
Majesty, however little respect I may have re- 
ceived from them : — TVly duty to his Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales ;— my regard for all the 
members of your august Family; — my esteem, my 
duty, ray gratitude to your Majesty, — my aflec- 
tionate gratitude for all the paternal kindness^ 
which I have ever experienced from you; — 
my anxiety, not only to avoid the risk of giving any 
offence or displeasure to your Majesty, but also to 
fly from every occasion, of creating the slightest 



sentitnent of uneasiness in (lie mind of ^our Ma- 
jesty, wliose lm|>pinoes it would be the pride itiid 
pleiiBure of my lite to consult, and to promote ; alt 
tlit-se various aontiaieiits have compelled me to sub- 
mit as lung as liuman forliearaiice could endure, 
to all tlie unfavourable inferences wiiicli were 
tlirougb this delay daily increasing in the public 
mind. What the strength and efficacy of these mo- 
tives liave been, your Majesty will dome justice 
to feci, when you are pleased, graciously to con- 
sider how long I have been contented to suffer 
those suspicions to exist against my innocence, 
which the bringing before the public of my ac . 
cusatiun, and my defence to it, would so indispu- 
tably and Immediately have dispelled. 

The measure, however, of making these pro- 
ceedings public, whatever model can adopt (con- 
sidering especially tlic a b solute impossibility of suf- 
ferinji uny partial production of them, and the ne- 
ceasitv Jhat, if for any purpose any part of them 
should be produrnd, the whole rau!*t be brought 
bcfo;'' the publicj remains surrounded with all the 
('bjeclidns which I have enumerated; and nothing 
could ever hiive prevailed upon me, or can row 
even prevail upon me to h^ve recourse to it, butan 
ini]'frious sense of iiidisj'eiisable duty to my future 
tafrty. til my present 1 liaratler and honour, and to 
the feelings, the char;icler, iind the interests of my 
child. I li;ul flattered myself, when once this long 
protecding should have leruiinated in niv recep- 
tion into your Miijesfy's presence, that that circura- 
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stance alone would haveso strongly implied ihy in- 
iiocence ofall that had b«en brought against me^as 
tobavebeen perfectly sufficient for my honoqr and 
my security ; but accompanied, as it now mustbe^ 
with the knowledge of the fact, that your Majesty 
has been brought to hesitate upon its propriety, and 
accompanied also with the very unjustifiable obser- 
vations, as they appear tome, on which I shall pre- 
sently proceed to remark ; and which were made 
by your Majesty's servants, at the time when they 
gave you their advice to receive fne; I feel myself 
in a situation, in which I deeply regret that I cannot 
rest, in silence, without an immediate reception 
into* your Majesty's presence ; nor, indeed, with 
that reception, unless it be atteiided by other cir- 
cumstances, which may mark my satisfactory ac- 
quittal of the charges which have been brought 
against me. 

It shall atno^time besaid, with truths that I 
shrunk back from these infamous charges ; that I 
erouc hed before my enemies : and courted them, by 
my submission into moderation ! No, I have ever 
boldly defied them. I have ever felt and still feel, 
that, if they should think, either of pursuing these 
accusations,or of bringing forward any other which 
the wickedness of individuals may devise, to afiect 
my honour ; (since my conscience tells me, that 
tbey must be, as base, and groundless as those 
broughtby Lady Douglas,) while the witnesses to 
the innocence of my conduct, are all livings I should 
be able to disprove them all ; and» whoever may 



be my accusers, to triumph over their wirkednesa 
and TDsHce. But should these accusations be re- 
newed ; or any other be brought forward, in any 
future time, death may, I knmv not how soon, re- 
move from ray innocence its best security, and de- 
prive me of the mciins of my justification, and my 
defence. 

There are therefore other men gures, which I trust 
vour Majesty wilt think indispensable to betaken, 
for my honour, aiicj for ray security. Amongst 
liicse, 1 mo;t humbly submit to your Majesty my 
niostearii<:st entreat lis (hat tlie proceedings, inclu- 
ding not only my first answer, and my letttT of ihi; 
Stii of Dfceniber, but this letter also, in^iy be direc- 
ted by jour Majesty to be so preserved and depo- 
sited, as that they may, all ofthem, securely remain 
jiemaneut authentic documents and memorials, of 
tins accusation and (»f the manner in which I met 
it ; of my defence, hs well as of the charge. That 
tlicy may remain cajiablc at any time of being re- 
sorted to, if the malice which produced (he charge 
originally, shall ever venture to renew it. 

Ileyond this, I am sure your Mnjesty will tliink 
it but proper and just, that 1 should be restored, in 
every respect, to tlicsaine situation, from whence 
the proceedinfTs. tinder these false charfres, have 
removed me. Tfiat, besides being gracionslv re- 
ceived, again, into ihe bosom of your Majesty's 
Royal Familv, restored to my former respect and 
station amoiigstthem,)oiinMajesty will be graci- 
ously pleased, either to exert your iafluence, with 
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His Royal Highness the Prince of Wal^s, that 1 
may be restored to the use of ray apartment in 
Carlton House, whjch was reserved for me, except 
while the apartments, were undergoing repair, till 
the date of these proceedings ; or to assign to me 
some apartment in one of your Royal Palaces. 
Some apartment in or near to London is indispen* 
sably necessary for my convenient attendance at the 
Drawing-room. And if 1 am not restored to that 
at Carlton House, I trust your Majesty will graci- 
ous perceive, how reasonable it is, that 1 should 
request, that some apartment should be assigned 
to me, suited to my dignity and situation, which 
may mark my reception and acknowledgment, 
as one of your Majesty^s family, and from which 
my attendance at the drawing-room may be easy 
and convenient. 

If these measures are taken, I should hope that 
they would prove satisfactory to the public mind> 
and that 1 may feel myself fully restored in public 
estimation, to my former character. And should^ 
they prove so satisfactory, 1 shall mdeed be delight- 
ed to tl.ink, that no further step may, even now, 
appear to, be necessary to my peace of miqd, my 
security, and my honour. 

But your Majesty will permit me to iay, that if 
the next week, which will make more than a 
month from the time of your Majesty *s informing 
me that you would receive me, should pass withf^ut 
ray being received into your presence, and without 
having the assurance that these other request . of 



aiiac s'lall be complied with ; 1 shall be under the 
painful necessity of considering tbeni as refused. 
Id which case, I shall feel himself compelled, how- 
ever reluctantlv, to g;ivc the whole of these pro- 
ceedings to the world. Uuless your Majestv can 
suggest other adequate means of securing niy 
honour and my lifc^froni the eiVert of the continu- 
ance or reiiew^il of these proceedings, for the future 
as well as the present Fur I entreat your Miijesty 
to believe, IIkiI it is only in the iibienceof allother 
adequate means, llint 1 can have resort to that 
measure. That I consider it with deep regret ; 
that 1 regard it with serious apprehension, by no 
means so much on aicount oftheetTect it may 
have upon myself ; as nn account of the pain which 
it may give to your Majesty, your augustFamily, 
and your loyal subjects. 

As far as oiyselfam concerned, 1 am aware ofthe 
observations to vviiich this publicalion will expose 
mc. But 1 am placed in u siluaion in which 1 have 
the choice only of two most unpleasant alternalives. 
And 1 am perfectly confident that the imputations 
and the loss ofcharacter which must, under these 
circumstances, follow from my silence, are most 
injurious and unavoidable ; that my silence, under 
such circumstances, must- lead inevitably to my 
utter infamy and ruin, 'ibe publication, on the 
other hand, will expose to the world nothing,which 
ii spoken to by any witness (whose infamy and 
discreditisnot unanswerably ex posed and establish* 
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€fd) which can, in the slightest degree, affect my 
efaaract^r, for honour, virtue, and delicacy. 

There may be circumstances disclosed, ma- 
nifesting ad^^gree of condescension and familiA 
arity in my b^bavioumnd'Conduct, which in the 
opiaiofis of o^any, may be considered as not 
sufficiently guarded^ dignified, and reserved. 
Circumstances however which nay foreign edu- 
cation, and foreign habiti, misled me to think, 
in tti^ humUe aotd retired situation in which 
it was my fate to liv^, s^nd wher^ I had no rela^ 
tion, no equal, bo iri^nd to advise me, were 
wholly fre^ ffom qScbq^. But when they have 
been drag^^ forward, from the scenes of private 
iife, in a grave proceeding on a charge of High 
Tr^^a^on, and Adultery, they seem to derive ^ 
cqIoux and chaifsu^ter, from the^ nature of the 
charge, whix^h they are brought forward to sup- 
port And I qanuQl bm telieve, that they have 
been u^ed fpr ro Qther purpose than to afford a 
cover, to screen from vi^,w. tjie injustice of that 
ghargei; tliat.tjiey have beeatsik^n advantage of, 
tQ let down my aQqgsers more gently ; ^nd tQ 
deprive me of that full uig.qu>tt'4l Qn the Report 
of th^ ^ur Lords, whigh my innocence of ^ 
offence most J lastly entitled me tpi reqeive* 

Whatever QpinicJi) hLQwever may b^ formed, 
upon any p^rtofmy qonduct, it; must in justice 
be formed, with reference tq th^ situ^liojn in 
which 1 was pla94^ ; \f lamjvdg^: o^* ^: ifaa# 
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eesBof Wales, with reference to the high rank 
of that station, I must be judged as Princess of 
Wales, banished from ihe Prince, unprotected 
by the support and the countenance, which 
belong to that station ; andiflam judged ofin 
my private character, as a married woman, I 
must be judged of as a wife banished from her 
husband, and living in a widowed seclusion from 
him, and retirement from the world. 'Uiis last 
consideration leads metortcurto an expression 
in Mrs. Lisle's examination, which describes 
my conduct, in the frequency and the manner ■ 
of my receiving the visits of Captain Manbv, 
tliough always in the presence of my ladies, as 
unbecoming a married woman. Upon the ex- 
treme injustice of setting up the opinion of one 
woman, as it were, in judgment upon the con- 
duct of another ; as well as of estimating the- 
conduct of a person in my unfortunate situation, 
by reference to that, which might in general be 
expected from a oiarried woman, living hap- 
pily with her husband, I have before generally 
remarked. But beyond these general remarks 
in forming any estimate of my conduct, your 
Mnjesty will never forget the very peculiar cir- 
cumstances and misfortunes of my situation. 
Your iMajesty will remember that I had not 
been much above a year in this country, when 
1 received the following letter from his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales. 
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. " Windsor Castle^ 

April 30, 1796. 
" Madam, 

•' As Lord Cholmondely informs me that you 
wish I would define, in writing,* the terms 
"upon which we are to live, 1 shall endea* 
*' vour to explain myself upon that head, with 
" as much clearness^ and with as nAuch pro- 
" priety, as the nature of the subject will admit. 
" Our inclinations are not in our power, nor 
"should either of us be held answerable to the 
" other, because nature Has not made us suit- 
*' able to each other. Tranquil and comfortable 
" society is however in our power ; let our 
" intercourse therefore be restricted to that, and 
*' 1 will distinctly subscribe to the condition^ 
" which you required, through Lady Cholmon- 
** deley, that even in the event of any accident 
" happening to my daughter, which I tru§t 
*' Providence in its mercy, will avert, I shall 
" not infringe the terms of the restriction by 

* Tbe substance of this letter had been previously conveyed in a mes- 
sage through Lord Cholmondeley to her Royal Highness. But it w^s 
thought by her Royal Hig!iness, to be infinitely too impoitant to rest 
merely upon a verbal communication, and therefore she desired that his 
lioyal Higbness's pleasure upon it should be communicated -to her ia 
writhjg. 

f Upon the receipt «f the message alluded to, in the foregoing note, 
her Royal Highness, though she had nothing to do but to submit to the 
arrangement which his Royal Highness might determine upon, desired 
it might be' understood, that she should insist that any siich Arrangement, 
if once made, should be considered as final. And that his Royal High- 
nrss should not retain the right, from time to time^ at bis pleasure, •: 
under Any circumstances, to- alter it. 
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'' pro])Osiiig at any period, a connectioix of a 
*' more particular nature. I shall now finally 
" close this disagreeable correspondence, trust- 
*^ ing that, as we have completely expliiined 
* V ourselves to jeach other^the rest «)f ourlivels 
'^ will bfe passed in uninterraptedtranquiUity. 

" I am, Madam^ 
" With^reattruth, 
*' Very sincerely yours, 
^Signed) ^ "GEORGE?/' 
And that to thisletterlsentthefoUowting answer: 
" L'aveu de votre conversation javec Lord 
"Cholmondely, ne m't»tonne^ ni ne m'offensc, 
" C*i6toit me confirmer cc que roxxs m'avez 
" tacitement insinu^ depuis une arni^e. Iiiais il 
•' y aurout apres cela, uii manque^de<}ericate8se 
^^ ou, pour mi^ux dire, une basseste indigne de 
*' me plaindre des conditions, que vous vous' 
" imposez a vous m^me. 

*^ Je ne vgu3 aurois point fait de reponse, si 
" votre lettrc n'itoit coni^uede maniere k faire 
" douter, si cet arrangement vient de vous, ou de 
" moi ; et vous s^avez que vous m'annoncez 
"*' Thonneuf. La lettre que vous m'annoncez 
" commela demiere, m'oblige de comrauniqner 
'^ au 'Roy, comme a mon Souverain-, et a mon 
" Pere, votre aveu et ma reponse* Vous trouve- 
• rez ^i incluse la copie de celle que j'ccris au 
*' Roy. Je vous en previens pour ne pas m*atti- 
" rer de votre part la m^indre reprache de dupli- 
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*^ cil6; Comme je n'ai dans ce mbmeiit, d'autre 
protecteur que Sa Majesty, je m'en rapporte 
aniquement a iui. Et si ma condtiite merite 
♦* son approbation, je[serai, du moins en partie/ 
'* qonsole^. 

** Dii teste, jeconserve toute lareconnoissance 
*' possibie de oe que je me trouve par votrc 
** xhoyen, oomme Prrocesse de Galles, dans une 
*' situaitk>n a pouroirme ii vremns con train te,i 
^' unevertu chereamon coaur, je vieux dire la 
*^ tbienfaiunce. Ctd sen pour mori un devoir d'agir 
*' de' ptiis par un autre motif sqavoir celui de doa- 
^^ ner i'exemple dela patience, et dela resignation 
V dans toutes sortes d'epreuves. Rendez moi It 
*^ justice de me croire, que je ne cesserai jamais 
" de faire des yqbux pour votre bonheur, et 
'* d^^tre votore bien devoufee'** 

(Signed) "CAROUNE/' 

"Ce6deMay, 1796.*' 

♦ TRANSLATION. 

Hm qto 7«I of ytmr coiMrenation With Lord Cholmondely, neither 
S'.irprites, nor offends me. It merely eonfirmed what jrou have tacitly 
insinuated for this twelve month* But after this, it would ben wttotM 
49licacy,or rattier an onworthy meanneiis in me, -were I to complaiB of 
those coniHttoni which you impose npun yoorselll 

1 should have returned no answ er to your letter^ if it had nat^lieen con- 
ceivtdio terms to make it doabifal^ whether this arrangement proceeda 
from yon or frpji ae, and you are awace that the credit of Jt belongs tp 
yon alone. 

^he letter which you ansoanee to me as the last, obliges me to oommii* 
nioate to theKio^^ *s to my Sovereign and my Father, both your AfoiRit 
and my answer. You will fiijd enclosed the copy of my letter to the King. 
I aiipriat y^ja^f il, thatl may not uQcur the slightest reprotco of dupli- 
city frpm you,' As X have at this moment no i^ectBrbotMt Mijesljfy 



IWdkieof his Royal Highocss's letter is t\te 
4lllli<rf April, 1796. Tlicditteofour marringe-, 
jtw M^T'Tv nil) rccolliTt, is Lhc 8lh day of 
A|at^ M tbo \nir 179^, «i)d that of the birth of 
4Mir«»tjr <'K>t(l (hr 7lh JniunTy, }796. 

Oft ^Wttvfol'lusUoyal Iligliness I offer no 
l«li4y cntimt your Majesty not to 
ftWttrtn»d«ce ii. as affording any 
or excuse, for the least 
^ArtMAVaov ifuim riic »«ncT<i:^i liae of virtue, or 
lAi^ s^^tittcfi: ^f^t/tffm citvwi tho most refined 
^A^*.'>*,';x^ tU-*- <iTt.«»r^ whtv-h hw h-ni-n insinuated 
i^ti»< ilMv wtMiiU b«!-«^fuaily criininnl und de- 
«.-«ti*l>ttp ^ tW >tKkrtK-acy iiu^tttfil tome would 
Ihf fj^Uttlly Wkw^^ and abominable, whatever 
nftiuucfttbtNt <Ht cvMijuicut auttiohty and aflection, 
Old al>vv(j IctUTijf his Koyai >li^bues» might 
111 Mi\ cvusiructioa ■jt it be suppoised to have 
cwivvyc^i- StK-h cnuitfs, aud tUuit-s derive DOt 
ihcir judc tiwttii ihv cousidi-rntou of the conju- 
ffil virtuv* of the ludtxwiuai. »ho may be the 
tutMM utjituxd b>y ciwtu. bowi^ver much such 

(tntitv >wWe •ui(il> In dun ajtuu <AJs <iitti<K(, «ini Vint cuciluvt iu<Ba 
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yirtues inay aggravate their enormity. Nq 
such letter, therefore, in any construction of it^ 
Ho.renunciation of conjugal affection or duties, 
could «ver palliate them. But whether con* 
duct free from all crime, free from all indelicacy^ 
X which I maintain to be the character of the 
conduct to which Mrs. Lisle^s observations 
apply,) yet possibly not so measured, as a cau- 
tious wife, careful to avoid the slightest appear- 
ance, of not preferring her husband to all the 
world, might be studious to obsjerve. Whether 
conductofsuch description, andpossiblyjin such 
sense, not becoming a married woman, could be 
Justly deemed, in my situation, an offence in 
me, I must leave to your Majesty to determine. 
In making thatdetermination, however, it will 

not escape your Majesty to consider, that the 
conduct which does or does not become a mar- 
ried woman materially depends upon what is, 
or is not known by herto be agreeable to her hus- 
band. His pleasure and happiness ought unques- 
tionably to be her law ; and his approbation the 
most favourite object of her pursuit. Different 
characters of men, require different modes of 
conduct in their wives, but when a wife can 
no longer be capable of perceiving from time to 
time, what is agreeable or offensive to her 
husband, when her conduct can no longer con-r 
tribute to his happiness, no longer hope to be 
rewarded by his approbation, surely to examine 
that conduct J:>y the standard of what ought in 



general, to be the conduct of a married woman, 
is altogether unreasonable and unjust. 

What then is my case ? Your Majesty will do 
me the justice, to remark, that, in the above 
letter of the Prince of Wales, there is not the 
most distant' surmise, that crime, that vice, 
that indelicacy of any description, gave occa- 
sion to his determination ; and all the tales of 
infamy and discredit, which the inventive malice 
of my enemies, has broiight forward on these 
charges, have their date, years, and years, after 
the period to which I am now alluding. Wliat 
then, let rac repeat the question, is my case ? 
After the receipt of the above letter, and in 
about two years from ray arrival in this country, 
I had the misfortune entirely to lose the 
support, the countenance, the protection of 
my husband — 1 was banished, as it were, into ■ 
a sort of humble retirement, at a distance from 
him, and almost estranged from the whole of 
the lloyal Family. I had do means of having 
recourse, cither for society or advice, to those, 
from whom my inexperience could have best 
received the advantages of the one, and with 
■whom I could, most becomingly, have enjoyed 
the comforts of the other ; and if in this retired, 
unassisted, unprotected state, without the 
check of a husband's authority, ftithuut ihu 
benefit of his advice, without the comfort and 
support of the society of his family, a stranger t» 
the habits and fasbionsof this country, 1 should. 
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in any instance) under the influence of foreign Ha- 
bits, and foreign education, have observed a conh 
duct, iii any degree deviating from the reserve attd 
severity of British manners, and partaking of a 
condescension and familiarity which thatresehnb 
atyd severity would, perhaps, deeth beneath the 
dignity of my exalted rank, I feel confidetat, 
(since such deviation will be seen to have been 
ever consistent with perfect innocence), that not 
only your Majesty's candour and indulgence, but 
the candour and indulgence, which, notwithstand- 
ing the reserve and severity of British mannerft^ 
always belong to the British Public, will n^ter 
visit it with severity or censure. 

It remaiqs for me now to make some rematki^ 
upon the further contents of the paper, which Waii 
transmitted to me by the Lord Chancellor on the 
98th ult. And I cannot in passing, omit to remark^ 
that that paper has neither title, date, signatute^ 
nor attestation ; and unless the Lord Chancelldr 
had accompanied it with a note, stating that it 
was copied in his own hand from the original, 
which his Lordship had received from your Ma- 
jesty, I should have been at a loss to have per- 
ceived any single mark of ai^thenticity belonging 
to it, ttnd as )t is, I am wholly unable to discoveir 
what is the true character which does belong 
to it. It contains, indeed^ the advice which yo\» 
Majesty's servants have offered to your Majesty; 
and the message which, according to that advice?, 
your M^esty directed to^be delivered to me. * 

Hh 
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Considering it therefore, wholly as their act, 
yQur Majesty will excuse and pardon me, if, 
deeply injured as I feel myself to have been by 
them, I express myself with freedom upon their 
conduct. I may speak perhaps with warmth, be- 
cause I am provdked' by a sense of gross injus* 
tice, I shall speak certainly with firmness tod 
with courage, because I am emboldened by a 
8^e^ of conscious innocence. 

Your Majesty's confidential servants say, 
•*; they agree in the opinions of the four Lords," 
and they say this, " after the fullest considera- 
^K tion of my observations, and of the affidavits 
*• which were annexed to them.'' Some of these 
opinions, your Majesty will recollect, are, that 
[* William Cole, Fanny Lloyd, Robert Bidgood, 
.** and Mrs. Lisle are witnesses who cannot," in 
the judgment of the four Lords, " be suspected 
" of any unfavourable bias ;" and" whose veracity 
" in this respect they had seen no ground to ques- 
tion ;•' and " that the circumstances to which they 
*^ speak, particularly as relating to Captain Man- 
" by,, most he credited until they are decisively 
V contradicted/' Am I then to understand your 
M^jBSt/s confidential servants to mean, that 
they, agree with the four Noble Lords in these 
opinions ? Am I to vnderstand, that, after hav* 
ing read wiih the fullest consideration, the ob- 
servations, which I have oflfered to your Majesty; 
after having seen William Cole there proved 
to haveaubmiUed himself, iivf times at leastj^^to 
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private, unauthorised, voluntary examinatioti by 
Sir John Douglas's Solicitor, for the express put* 
pose of confirming the statement of Lady Douglas, 
(of that Lady Douglas, whose statement and depo- 
sition they are convinced to be so malicious and 
false, that they propose to institute such prosecu- 
tion against her, as your Majesty's Law Officers 
may advise, upon a reference, now at length, afteir 
six months from the detection of that malice and 
falsehood, intended to be made) — after having 
seen this William Cole,submitting to such repeated- 
voluntary examinations for such a purpose, and' 
although he was all that time a servant on my esta- 

■ 

blishment, and eating my bread, yet never once- 
communicating to me, that such examinations 
were going on— am I to understand, that yoiir 
Majesty's confidential servants agree with the foiiV 
Lords in thinking, that he cannot, under such 
circumstances, he suspected of unfavourable bids ^ 
That after having^ had pointed out to them tile 
direct, flat contradiction between the samfe Wil- 
liam Cole and Fanny Lloyd, they neverttf^l^^ 
agree to think them both (though in direct cbU- 
tradiction to each other, yet both) wjtnedS6sf 
w1u}se veracity they si^ no ground to qnestio^'r 
After having seen Fanny Lloyd directly and'^dsf- 
tiVely contradicted, in an assertion, most Inju- 
rious to my honour,* by Mr. Mills and BfifJ 
Edmeiades, do they agree in opinion' with ih^ 
four Noblcj Lords, that they see no giy>t£hd't6 
quesiioH their veracity /^'■-^ After haVing^ reaidt rife 



observations on Mr, Bidijood's evidence: after 
having seen, that he had the hardihood to swear, 
tha^ he beheved Captain Maiiby slept in ray 
house, at Soutlieod, and to iiisiiuiate that lie 
slept in my bed-room ; after having seen that he 
founded himself on this most falsi? fact, and most 
fouland wickedi»sinuation,uj)on the circumstance 
of observing a bason and some towels where he 
thought they ought not to be placed ; after having 
seen that tliis fact, and this insinuation were dis- 
proved before the four noble Lords themselves, 
by two niaid-scrvants, who, at that time, lived 
with me at Southend, and whose duties about mv 
person and my apartments, must have made them 
acquainted with this fact, as asserted, or as insi- 
nuated, if it had happened ; after having observed 
too, in confirmation of their testimony,that one of 
tbem mentionedthe name of apoth^r female servant 
(who was not examined), who had, from her situa- 
tion, equal means of knowledge with themselves--- 
I ask whether, after all this decisive weight of con- 
tradiction to Robert Bidgood's testimony, I am to 
understandyourMajesty'a confidentiiU servants to 
agree with the four Noble Lords in thinking, that 
Mr. Bidgood is a witness, whocaniiot he suspected 
of unfavourable bias, and that there is no ground 
to question his veracity? If, Sire, I were to go 
through all the remarks of this description, which 
occur to me to make, I should be obliged to re- 
peat near?y all my former observations, and to 
IPak «this letter as long as my original answer : hut 
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to that answer I confidently appeal, andlwillven- 
ture to challenge your Msyesty's confidential ger-^ 
vants to find a single impartial, and honourable 
man, unconnected in feeljng and interest with the 
parties, and unconnected in Council, with those 
wbohavealreadypledgedtheiiiselvesto an opinion 
upon this subject, who will lay his' hand upon his 
heart, and say that these three witnesses, on whom 
that Report so mainly relies, are not to be 8us«» 
pected of the grossest partiality, and thattheir ve-. 
racity is not most fundamentally impeached. 

W^ it then noble, was it generous, was it manly, 
was it just, in your Majesty^s confidential servantSf 
instead of fairly admitting the injustice, which had 
been, inadvertently, and unintentionally, nodoubtj 
done tome, by the four Noble Lprds in their' Re- 
port, upon theevidence of these witnesses, tostate 
to your Majesty, that they agree with these Nobld 
Lords in their opinion, though they cannot, it 
seems, go the length of agreeing a^y longer to 
withhold the advice^ which restores oie to yOM> 
Majesty's presence ? And with respect to the par^ 
ticulars to my prejudice, reiOarked upoa id the 
Report as those ^' which justly deserve the moAl 
':' serious consideration, and whiehrmustbe credited 
*' till decisively contradicted,-* instead of faitly 
avowing, either that there wfts originally' no pre- 
tence for such a remarks or that) if there hadbe^ 
originally, yet that my anawer had given tjrtt tje* 
cisive con tradiction which w^ aufiicieiit todiacte^ 
dittbem ; instead^ 1 sayrofaetitig this jitfVbfliiMli 



and open, part, to take no notice whatsoever of 
those contradictions, andconient themselves with 
saying, that " none of the facts or allrgations 
" stated in preliminary examinations, carried on 
" in the absence of the parties interested, could 
" be considered as legally or conclusiveli/ esta- 
«' blished ?" 

They agree in the opinion that the facts or alle- 
gations, though stated in preliminary examination, 
carried on in the absence of the parties interested, 
nnist he credited tiil decisivcli/ cnnir a dieted, and 
docTt'E the most serious consideration. Tliey read, 
with the fullest consideration, the contradiction 
which I liave tendered to them; they nuist have 
known, that no other sort of contradiction could, 
bypossibility, from the nature of things, have been 
offerednpon such subjects : They do not question 
the truth, they do not point out the insufficiency of 
the contradiction, but, in loose, general, indefinite, 
terms, referring to my answer, consisting, as it 
does, of above two hundred written pages, and 
coupling it with those examinations (which they 
admit establish nothing against an absent party) 
they advise your Majesty, that " there appear 
*' many circumstancesof conduct, which could not 
" be regarded by your Majesty without serious 
" concern ;" and that, as to all the other facts and 
allegations, except those relative to my pregnancy 
and delivery, they are not to be considered as 
" legally and conclusively established" because 
apoken to in preliminary examinations, not carried 
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OD'in the jiresenceof the parties conceraed. They 
do not, indeed, expressly assert, that my contra- 
diction was not decisive or satisfactory ; they do 
not expressly state^.that they think the facts and 
allegations want nothing towards their legal and 
conclusive establishment,*but a re-examination in 
the presence of the parties interested, but they go 
far to implly such opinions. That those opinions are 
Utterly untenable, against the observations I. have 
made, upon the credit and character of those wit* 
nesses, I shall ever most confidently maintain ; bu.t 
that those observations leave their credit wholly 
unaffected, and did not deserve the least notice 
from your Majesty's servants, it is impossible 
that any honourable man can assert, or any fair 
and unprejudiced mind believe. 

I now proceed. Sire, to observe, very shortly, 
upon the advice further given to your K|ajesty as 
contained in the remaining part of the paper; which 
has represented that, both in the examinations, and 
even in my answer there have appeared many cir- 
cumstances of conduct which could not be regard- 
ed but with serious concern, and which have sug- 
gested the expression of a desire and expectation, 
that such a conduct may in future, he observed 
-by me, as may fully justify these marks of pater- 
nal regard and affection, which your Majesty 
wishes to shew to all your Royal Family. 

And here, Sire, your Majesty will graciously per- 
mit me to notice the hardship of the advice, which 
has suggested to your Msoeaty, to coo^yAO.m^ 



th» reproof. I coroplahi not so much for what 
it does, as for what it does notcoDtaiii ; I mcaD 
the absence of all particular nieiitiou of what it is, 
that is the object of their blame. Tlie circum- 
stances of conduct which appear in these exami- 
nations, and in my answer to which they allude 
OS those which may be supposed to justify the 
advice, which has led to this reproof, since your 
Majesty's servants have not particularly mention- 
ed them, I cannot be certain that i know. But 
I will venture confidently to repeat the assertion, 
which I have already made, that there are no 
circumstances of conduct spoken to by any wit- 
ness, (whose infamy and discredit are not unan- 
swerably exposed, and established,) nor any where 
apparent In my answer which have the remotest 
approach, either to crime or to indelicacy. 

For n>y future conduct, Sire, impressed with 
every sense of gratitude forall former kindness, I 
shall be bound unquestionably, by sentiment as 
well as duty, to study your Majesty's pleasure. 
Any advice which your IMajfsty may wish to give 
to me in respect of any particulars in my conduct, 
I shall be bound, and be anxious to obey as my 
law. Rut I must trust that your Majesty will 
point out tome the particulars, which may happen 
to displeaseyou, and which \ ou may wish to have 
altered. I shall be as happy, in thus feeling myself 
safe from blame uuder the benefit of your Majes- 
ty 's advice, as I am now in finding myself secured 
from danger, under the protection of your justice 
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Yoar Majesty will permit me to add one 
Word more. . ^ 

Your Majesty bas seen what detriment my 
disracfter has;, for atime> sustained^ by the false 
and malicious statement of Lady Douglas^ and! 
bytfae depositions of the witnesses who were ex- 
afrnkiedin siipportof her statement. YourMa* 
jeityhM seen how many enemies Thate^ and how* 
little their malice has been restrained by any re«' 
gard to truth in the pursuit of my ruin. Few^ 
ae it may be boped^ may be the instances of 
such determined> and unprovoked, malignity/ 
yet, I'cann'ot flatter myself, that the world doe»' 
ilot pr^du<i!e other persons, who may be swayed^ 
by'simillBir motives to similar wickedness. Whe-' 
tfaer the statement to be prepared by the Princo 
of Wales, is to be confined to the old tharges^ 
0¥w tn^ehded to' bring forward new crrcum- 
stMees, r^amiot tell ; but if any Aresh attempts-' 

r 

efthe'satne nature shall be made by my accusers,^ 

iartk'ucited'as'they will have been, by their raiii* 

dafrriage in this rastatice, I can hardly hdpe tfaaf 

Hbdf will not renew their charge, with an im^ 

f^h«v<^ aMifice, more skilfully directed; and^ 

Hffh'a* inaDcei inflamed rather than abated, by^ 

iiiek pi%T}bu« disappointment. I therefore 

tfan'cttfyiippeal to your Majesty's justice, in 

wbteh I^ (TMfldently tlrust, that whether these 

ettifgelr 0N to be renewed' against i^e either on 

Hlm'^WoT '«r- fte<ib*»evidience ; bi< whether new 

tfecrueiAionii as well as new witnesses) are to be 

bMti|fli«lbvward> yeutflM^jefty^ after the e^cperi* 

I i 



«ncc, of tliese proceedings, will not suffer jour 
Royal mind to be prejudiced by exparte, secret 
examinations, nor my cbitracfer to be whispered 
away by insinuations, or suggestions which I ' 
hare no opportuiiily of meeting;. If any charge, 
which the law will lecognizc, should he brought 
against mc in an open and legal manner, I 
should have no right to complain, nor any ap- 
'prehension to meet it. But till I may have a full 
opportunity of so meeting it, 1 trust your Ma- 
jesty will not suficr it to excite even a suspicioa 
to ray prejudice. I must claim the benefit of 
the presumption ofinnocorice till I am proved to 
be guilty, for, withouttbat presumption, agaiast 
the effects of secret iusinuation and ex parte eTi- 
aminationF,the purest innocence can make no de- 
fence, and can have no security. 

Surrounded, as it is no>v proved, that I have 
been, for years, by domestic spies, your Majesty 
must, I trust, feel convinced, that if 1 had been 
guilty there could not have been wanting evi- 
dence to have proved my guilt. And that 
these spies have been obliged to have resort 
to their own invention, for the support of the 
charge, is the strongest demonstration that the 
truth, undisguised, and correctly representedj 
could furnish them with no handle against 
me. And when I consider the nature and ma- 
lignity of that conspiracy, which, I feel confi- 
dent I have completely detected and exposed/ 
I cannot but think of that detection, with the 
Ji re liest gratitude, as the special blessingof Fro- 
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yideoee^ who» by confounding the machinations 
ofoij enemies, has enabled, me to find^ in the very 
excess and extravagance of their malice, in the 
very weapons, which they fabricated 'and 
sharpened for my destruction, the sufficient 
guard to my innocence, and the effectual means 
of my justification and defence. 

I trust therefore. Sire, that I may now close 
this long letter, in confidence that many days 
will not elapse before I shall receive from your 
Majesty, that assurance that my just requests 
may be so completely granted, as may render it 
possible for me (which nothing else can) to 
avoid the painful disclosure to the world of 
all the circumstances of that injustice, and of 
those unmerited sufferings, which these pro- 
ceedings, injfthe manner in which they have been 
conducted, have brought upon me. 

I remain, 

Sire^ 
With every sentiment of gratitude, 
Your Majesty's most dutiful^ 
most submissive Daughter^in -law. 
Subject and Servant 
(Signed) C. P. 

Montague House, 

Febniaryl6, 1807. 

Ai these obsenratiooa apply uat oalj to tha 
•Seial caiamnnicatiga Amugh ike Lari Cktm- 



cellor, of theSSth ult. ; but also to the private 
letterof yourMajestyjOflhe 12th instant, I Iiave 
thou^bt it most rcspeclful (o your Majesty and 
ymir M iij esty 's servanis, to send this letter in 
duplicato, one part through Colonel Taylor, 
and the other through the Lord Chancellor, to 
your Majesty. 

(Signed) X. P. 

7b the King. .1 ' 

■ .i'* 

Sire, 
When I lasttrouhled your Majesty upon my 
unfortunate business, I had raised my mind to 
hope, that I should have thehappiness of bear- 
ing from your Majesty, and receiving your gra- 
cious commands, to pay my duty in your Royal 
presence, before tlie expiration of the last 
week. And when that ho|)e was disappointed, 
(eagerly clinging to any idea, which offered me 
a prospect of being saved from the neces- 
aity of having recourse, for the vindication of 
my character, to tlie publication of the proceed- 
ings upon the Inquiry into ray ConduclJ [ 
thought it just possible, that the reason for my 
nothaving receivedyour Majesty's commands to 
that effect, might have been occasioned by the 

I'.umstance of your M ajesty 's staying at Wind- 
bugh the whole of the yreek. T, therefore^ 
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.^^twwni^'towaitiaCc^w rdayg lenget, tefore 1 
^ok^.$jfcq),. wViclfe w^n oft«etaJc(?p;.flotjld'nQt 
.be recalled- J^av,^ngj hpwieverj, nfW .assured 
myself, that your Majesty was in town yestet- 
day«-^as I h%yf^ jreoeiv^ no fcommaiad to wait 
VPQP y^ur M^^eaty, aii^ ao iatipiaticwi of your 
jijjeasur;e'— ^ am ^educed ito the iieceasity of 
i^b^ndQWRg all hojpe, f^^t your Majesty will 
.^jompty wit;h my ^humble, my .earjiest, and 
^aojxious reques^tsi. . 

Your Majesty therefore, willnot be surprised 
to find, that the publication of the Proceedings 
alluded to, will no^ibe withheld beyond Mon- 
day next. 

As to ' any consequences which may arise 
froin^mielr^ublicaii<>n,-tinp}easantor hurtful to 
l^y )9^9^ Sjielifki^ . wd antdreats, I may, perhaps , 
be -pjvperly responsible ; and, in any event, 
have no one to complain of but myself, and 
those with whose' "adVice I have acted; and 
whatever those consequences may be, I am 
fully and unalterably convinced, that they must 
be incalculably less than those, which I should 
be exposed to from my silence : But as to any 
other consequences, unpleasant or hurtful to 
^ the feelings and interests of others, or of the 
public, my conscience will certainly acquit me 
of them ; — I am confident that I have not act- 
ed impatiently, or precipitately. To avoid 
coming to this painful extremity I have taken 
every step ia my power, except that which 
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would be abandoning my character to utter in- 
famy, and my station and life to no uncertain 
danger, and possibly, to no very distant de- 
struction. 

With every prayer, for the lengthened conti- 
nuance of your Majesty's health and happiness ; 
for every possible blessing, which a Gracious 
God can bestow upon the beloved Monarch of 
a loyal People ; and for the continued pros- 
perity of your dominions, under your Majesty's 
propitious? reign, 

I remain, 

Your Majesty's 
Most dutiful, loyal, and affectionate, 
but. most unhappy, and noost injured 
. Daughter-in-Lf^w, Subject, and Servant. 

C.P. 
Montague Houstj March 5, 1807* 



To the King. 
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(No. U) 



GEORGE R. 



.\VHEREAS Our right trusty and well-beloved Coun* 
cillor Thomaa.Lord Erskine, Our Chancellor, has thil; 
day laid before Us an Abstract of certain written Decla* 
rations touching the Conduct of Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales :^ We do herehgr. authorize, empower^ 
and direct, the said Thomas Lord/£rskine, Our Chan- 
cellor; Our right trusty and right well beloved Cousin 
and Councillor George John E^l Spencer, one of Out 
Principal Secretaries of State; Our right trusty and well- 
beloved Councilloi^ William Wyndham Lord Grenville^ 
First Commissioner of Our Treasury ; and Our right 
trusty and well-beloved Councillor Edward Lord Ellen* 
thorough. Our Chief Justice to hold Pleas before Oursdf^ 
to inquire into the truth of the same, and to examine 
. upon oath such Persons as they shall see fit, touching 
and concerning the same, and to report to Us the result 
#f such Examinations. 

Given at Our Castle of Windsor, on thetwenty- 
ninth day of May, in the forty-sixth year of 
Our Reign* 



Ck Ri 



A true Copy, 
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(Na 2.) , _ 

The T)rpoiilion of Charlotte Z,ad^f Doug/as. 

I T»iNK I first became rrcf]uainted with tbe Princes* 
nf Wales in ISOl. Sir John Dfiuglns hinl n Louse at 
Ulackhcath. Oneday in November, ISOl, tliesnowwas 
lying on the ground ; the Pr'iiicess and a Lady, wlio I be- 
lieve w«s Miss Heyman, ranie on foot and wnlked se- 
veral limes lieforethc door. LndyStewart was with me, 
and said si>e tliouglit the Princess wanted souicthing, and 
lliai I ought to go to her. I went lo her; she wid she did 
not want any thinjr, but she Moidd walk in; tliat I had a 
very pretty little gi^l. She came in, and staid some time. 
About a fbrtniglit alter, Sir John J)oiiglas and I received 
tin invitatiou to go to Montague House. After that I 
was very frequently at Montague House, and dined 
thure; the Princess dined frequently with us. About 
May or June, 1802, the Princess first talked with me 
About her own conduct. Sir Sidney Smith, who had been 
Sir John's friend for more thnn twenty years, came t» 
lingianii about November, 1 SV\ , and caBie to live in our 
house. I uiiden-lood tli-.it the Princess knew Sir Sidney 
Sinitli.hrfor*; slie was Princess of Wales. The Princess 
saw Sir Sidnfy Sniit'i as fieqnently iis ourselves. We 
were umially kept at Montague House later than the rest 
of the party; often liil three or four o'clock in the morn- 
ing. 1 never observed any impropriety of conduct be- 
tween Sir Sidney Smith aud tlie Princess. I made tha 
Princess a v.sil to Montague House in March, 1802, for 
aboutfllforlJiight. She dtsirod me to come there because 
MissGnrtli was ill. In May or June following, the Erio- 
tesB rnnie So my house alone; she said slie caoie to tell 
niesoineUiiiig that hud hajipened to her, and ilesired me 
to guess. Igue^sfd several things, and at last I said I 



eould trot guess any thing more. ' She Iheu said that she 
was pregnant, and that the chitd had come to life, t 
don't know whether she said on that day, or ^ few days 
befdre, that she was at breakfast at Lady Willouo;hby*s, 
that the milk flbwed up to her breast, and camie through 
her gown ; that she threw a napkin ovefhei^elf, and went 
With Lady Wilioughby into her room and adjusted her- 
Mf, to present its being observed. She never told me 
who was the father of the child, Slie «aid she hoped it 
would be a boy. She said, that if It wds discovered, she 
would give the Prince of Wales the credit of being the 
father, for she had slept two nights at Carlton House 
within the yea*; I sAid that I sfhould go abroad to my 
Mother. Th6 Princess said that she should manage it^ 
teiry well*, and if things came to the worst, she would 
give the Prince th^ credit of it. While I was at Montaguq 
fiouse in March; I iras with child, and one day I said 
that I was very sick, and the Princess desired Mrs. Siander 
tb get me a saline draught. She then said tlvat she was 
very sick herself, and that she would take a saline draught 
tbo. I observed that she could not want one, and I looked, 
aft her. The Princess said, Yes, I do; what do you look* 
at me for, with your wicked ej^es"? you are alwHys finding 
me out. Mrs. Sander looked very much distressed; she 
gave us a saline draught each. This was the hrsl time that' 
I had any suspicion of her being with chiUL The Princess' 
never said who was the father. Wh^n she first told me' 
she was with child, I rather suspected that Sir Sidney 
.was the father^ but only because the Princess was very 
partial to him. I never knew that lie was with heraloiie. 
Wc had constant intercourse with the Princess, frbin the 
time when I was at Montague House till the end of Oc- 
tober. After that she had first communicated to nie 
that she was with child, she frequently spoke upon the 
fubjecti She was bled twice during the time. She re- ^ 
oomniended to -me to be bled too, and said that it made 
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you have s better time. Mr. Edtneades bled lier. She 
•nid one of the days that Mr. Edmeades bled her, that 
■he had a violeot heat in iter blooii, and that Mr. Ed- 
meades should bleed her. I lold the Princess I was very 
aaxious how she would manage to be brought to bed 
without its being known; that I hoped she had a safe 
person. Slie said yes, she should have a person from 
abroad ; that she had a great horror of having any man 
about her on such an occasion. Slie said, " I am confi'lent 
in my own plans, and I wish you would not speak with 
me on that subject again." Slie said, " I shall tell every- 
thing to Sander." I tluiik this was on the day on which 
she told nie of what had happened at Lady Wiiloughby's. 
That Sander was a very good woman, and might be 
trusted, and that she must be with her at the labour; that 
she would send Miss Goiich to Brunswick; and Miss 
Millfield was too young to be trusted, and must be sent 
cut of the way. I was brought to bed on the 23d of 
July, 1802; the Princess insisted on being present; 1 de- 
termined that she should not, but I meant to avoid it 
without oifcnding her. On the day on which I was 
brought to bed, she came to my house, and insisted on 
coming in; Dr. Mackie, who attended me, locked the 
door, and said she should not come in; but there was ano- 
ther door on the opposite side of the room, which was 
not locked, and she came in that door, and was present 
dnring the time of the labour, and took the child as soon 
as it was born, and said that she was very glad that she 
had seen the whole of it. The Princess's pregnancy ap- 
peared to me to be very visible; she wore a cushion be- 
hind, and she made Miss Sander make onefor me. Dur- 
ing my lying-ill, the Princess came one day with Mrs. 
Fitzgerald; she sent Mrs. Fitzgerald away, and took » 
chair and sal by my bedside- She said, " You will hear 
of my taking chilJren in baskets, but you wont tnke any 
notice of it ; I shall have them brought by a poor womaa 
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io % basket ; I shall do it as a cover to have my owor 
lirought to me in that way/' or, ** that is the way in whicb 
I must have my own brought when I have it/' Very soon 
after this, two children, who were twins, were brought 
by a poor woman, in a basket. The Princess took them 
and had them carrieifHip into her room, and the Princess 
washed them herself* The Princess told me this herself! 
The father, a few days afterwards, came and insisted upon 
having the children, and they were given to him. The 
Princess afterwards said to me. You see I took the chiU 
dren, and it answered very well; the father had got tbeot 
back, and she could not blame him ; that she should take 
other children, and should have quite a nursery. I saw 
the Princess on a Sunday, either the 30th or3I&t of Qcto* 
ber, 1S02, walking before her door. She was dressed sq 
4S to conceal her pregnancy ; she had a long cloak and % 
very greatmuC She h^djust j-eturned from Greenwicb 
Church; she 'ooked very ill, and I thought must be very 
near her time. About a week, or nine or ten days after 
this, I received a note from the Princess, to desire that I 
would not come to Montague House, for they were a{^ 
prehensive that the children she had taken had had Uie 
measles in their clothes, and that she was afraid my child 
might take it. When the Princess came to see me during 
Q^y lying in, she tokl me, that >vben she should be brought 
to bed, she wished I would not come to her tor .some 
time, for she might be confused in seeing me« About 
the end of December I went to Gloucestershire, and 
stayed there about a month. When I returned, wbichi 
was ill January, I went to Montague House, and was let 
in. The Princess was packing up something in a black 
box. Upon the sofa a child was lyings covered with a 
piece of red cloth. The Princess got up and took me by 
the hand ; she then led me to the sofa, and said, ** There 
is the child, I had him only two days after I saw you*** 
The words were, either, " I had him/' or, •* I was brought . 
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to bfd.** The words were such ns dearly imported that 
il was her own child. She saui slie got very well through 
it. She sheweil me a mark oit the child's bund; it is it 
pink inark. The Princess said, "she has a mark Iil;ff 
your little girl." I saw ilie child artefwiinis frecjuenlly 
with the Princess, quite til! Christmas, lb03, w en 1 left 
Illackheatli. T saw I he mark upon the child'^j hand, and I 
am sure that it was the came child. I never saw any oilier 
child there. Princess Charlotte used lo see the child, 
and play with him. The c'lild used lo call the Princess 
of Wales Mamma. I saw the cliild looking at the win- 
dow of the Princess's house about a month ago, before the 
Princess ivont inlo Devonshire, and lam sure that it was 
Ihe same chilli. Not long after I hiid first seen the child, 
the Princess said that she had tlie child at first to sleep 
with her for ii few nights, but it made her nervous, and 
now they had got a regular nurse for her. She said, " We 
gave it a little milk at first, but it was too much for nie, 
and now we breed it by hand, and it docs very well." I 
can swear posiiively that the child I saw at the window ia 
the same child as the Princess told me she had two dayi 
after she parted with me. 'I'he chdd was called Williain, 
1 never heard that it had any other name. When the 
child wan ill long clothes, we breakfasted one day with 
Ihe Princess, and she said to Sir John Douglas, " 'J'iiis is 
the Deplford bny." Independently of the Princess's con- 
tessioiisio me, I can sw&ir that she was pregnant in 180-2. 
In October, ISOJ, when we returned frotn Devonshire, I 
left my card at ISlontague House, and on the -Ith of (.tctu- 
ber I received a letter from Mrs, Vernon, desiring me not 
to Clime any more to Montas^ue House. I had never at 
this time nientioLied the Princess's being with child, or 
heinir di-livcreil of a child, to any person, not evi.ii to Sir 
Joliii Dmigbs. Alter receiving Mrs. Vernon's It-tler, I 
wrote t't the Princess on tlie subject. The letter was sent 
bctW uiiupciu'd. 1 then wrote to Mrs. Fitzgerald, saying 



tbat I thought myself extremely ill-used. In two or thrcd 
days after this I received an anonymous letter, which I 
produce, and have marked with the letter A,* and sign- 
«^d with my name both on the letter and the envelope* 
The Princess of Wales has told. me that she got a.bed<> 
fellow whenever she could; that nothing was more wholes 
some. , She said that nothing was more convenient than 
her room; it stands ut the head of the staircase wbicU 
leads into tl)e Park, and I have bolts in the in$ide, aad 
have a bedfellow whenever I like. I wonder you can bti 
•atisfied only with Sir John.'* She has said this more 
than once« She has told me that Sir Sidney Smith bad 
lain with her; that she believed all men liked m bedfielf 
low, but Sir Sidney better than any body else; that the 
Prince was the mo$t complaisant man in the worlds that 
she did what she liked, went where she liked, and 
had what bedfellows she liked, and ttie Prince paid lor 
aJI. 

CHARLOTTE DOUGLA& 

June 1, 1806. 



^worn before us, June 1, 1806, at LordGreuville*f, 
in Downing-street, Westminster. 

ERSKINE. 
A true Copy, SPENCER, 

J. Bttka. GRANVILLE, » 

ELLENBOROUOiE^ 
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(No. 3.) 
The Deposition of Sir John Doughs, Knf. 

I HAD a house at Blackliesth in 1S0I. Sir Sidney used 
to come to my liouse. I had a bed for him. The Prin- 
«*9S of Wales formed an acquaintance witfi Lady Dou- 
glas, and came frequently to our house> I thought she 
i-ame more for Sir Sidney Smith than for us. After she had 
been Bouie time acquainted with us, she appeared to me 
to be with child. One day she leaned on the sofa, and 
put her hand upon her stomach, and said, " Sir John, I 
shall never be (jueeii of England." I said, *' Not if you 
don't deBer\-e it." She stfemed angry at first. In 1S04, 
OQ the 27lh of Oclober, I received two letters by the two- 
penny poM, one addressed to me, which I now produce, 
and have marked with the letter (BJ* both on the enve- 
lope and the inclosure, and the other letter addressed to 
Lady Douglas, and which I now produce, and have 
/marked with the letter (C)* both on the envelope and the 
iiiclobure. 

(Signed) JOHN DOUGLAS. 

June IsL 

Sworn before us, at Lord Grenville's house, in Down* 
ing-atrcet, Wcstminater, June 1st, 1806. 

F.RSKINE. 
A true Copy, SPEXCER, 

J. Bechet. GREiVVILLE. 

ELLEN BOROUGH. 
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(No. 4.) 
The Deposition of Robert Bidgood. 

I MATE lived with the Prince twenty-three years in next 
September. I went to the Princess in March, 179^, and 
have lived with her Royal Highness ever since. About the 
yearlSO^i early in that year, I first observed Sir Sidney 
l^mith come to Montague House. He used to stay veiy 
late at night.* I have seen bin) early in the morning there, 
about ten or eleven o'clock. He was at Sir John Doug- 
las's, and was in the habit, as well as Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, of dining or having luncheon, or supping there 
almost every day. I saw Sir Sidney Smith one day in 
ISOty in the blue room, about eleven o'clock in the mom- 
ingy which is full two hours before we expected ever tp see 
company. I asked the servants why they did not let me 
know that he was there. The footmen informed me that 
they had let no person in. There was a private door to 
the Pa^rk by which he might have come in if he had akey 
to it, and have got into the blue room without any of the 
servants perceiving him. I never observed any appeav- 
ance of the Princess^ which could lead me to suppose she 
was with child. I first observed Captain Manby come to 
Montague House, either the end of 1803, or beginning 
of 1804. I was waiting one day in the anti-room. Cap- 
tain Manby had his hat in his band and appeared to be 
going away. He was a long time wit^i the Princess, and 
as I stood on the steps waiting, I looked into the room ip 
which they were, and in the reflection in the looking- 
glass I saw them salute each other. I mean that they kis- 
sed each other's lips. Captain Manby then went away. I 
then ol)served the Princess have her handkerchief in her 
bap4« wd wipe her eyes as if she waf crying, a,ii4 ^^ 

♦C 
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into the drawing-room. The Prince«i went to Southend 
rn May 1804. I wc^twith her. We were there I believe 
about lix wecka \}cfow the Africaine came in. Sicard was 
veryoilen watching with aglasM to tee when tbeihip would 
arrive. One day heaaid' he saw the AfriciiMyMdi loon 
aftec the Captain put off in a boat from the .H)iijp. Sicard 
went down the shrubbery to meet him. When the Cap- 
tain came on nhorei Sicard conducted him to thePrinceaa'a 
House, and he dined there, with the Princels and her La- 
dies. After this he came very frequently to see the Prin- 
cess. The Princeis had two houses on the CliiT, Nos. 8 
and U. 8he afterwards UK)k the drawing room of No. 7, 
which communicated by the balcony with No. 8. The 
ihrtf. houses being a^joiningi She Princess used to dine in 
No* 8, and after dinner to remove with tHc company into 
No. 7» and I have several times seen the Princess, after 
having gone into No. 7 with Captain Manby and the reat 
of the company, retire alone with Captain Manby from 
No. 7» through No 8, into No. D» which was the house in 
which the Princess slept; I suspected that CaptainManby 
iStffi frequently in the hovse. It was a subject of conver« 
•ation in the house. Hints were given by the servants, and 
I believe that others suspected it as well as myself. The 
Princess took a child which I understood was brought 
into the house by Stifceman. I waited only one week in 
three,and I was not thereat the time the child was brought, 
but I saw it there early in 1803. The child who is now 
with the Princess is the same as I saw there earjy in 180!J. 
It has a mark in its left hand. Austin is the name of the 
man who was said to be the father. Austin's wife is I 
believe still nlive. She has had another child, and ban 
brought it sometimes to Montague House. It is very like 
the child who liveH with the Princ*es8. Mrs. Gosden was 
employed as a nurse to the child, and she used to bring 
the child to the Princess as soon as the Princess woke, 
and the child used to stay ^ith her Royal Highness the 
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whole tnorping. ThePriocess appeared to be extiemdy 
fond of the child, and still appiears so. 

R. BIDGOOD.. 

■« , * • •. • • 

Sworn at L^ord Grenville's House in Doiwning-street, 
the sixth day of June, 1806. - • ' 

SPENCER, 
* GRENVILLE. 



(No. ^.) 
The Deposition of William Cole. 

I HAVK lived with the Princess of Wales ever sint e liei 
marriage. Sir Sidney Smith first visited at Monb^ue 
House about 1802. I have observed the Princess too fa- 
miliar with Sir Sidney Smith. One day, I think about Fe- 
bruary in that year, the Princess ordered some saddwicbest 
I carried them in the Blue Room to her. Sir Sidney 
Smith vfSH there. I was surprised to see bim there-— he 
roust have come in from the Park. If he had been let in 
from Blackheath he must have passed through the room 
in which I was waiting. When I bad left the sandwiches, 
I returned after some time into the room, and Sir Sidney 
Smith was sitting very close to the Princess on the sofa. 
I looked at him, and at her Royal Highness. She caught 
T^y ^y^i ^nd saw that I noticed the manner in which they 
wei^ sitting together* They appeared both a little confu- 
sed when I came into the room. A short time before this, 
one night about ^twelve o'clock, I saw a man go into the 
house from the Park, wrapt up in a great coat I did Mt 
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fpve tmy alarm, for the impreesion on my mind was, that 
it wa« not a lliief. Soon after I had seen tlie Princess and 
SirSidney Smith sitting together On tl(c sofa. The Duke 
of Kent sent for me, and tolJ me that the Princess would 
be very gind if I would do the duty in town, because she 
had bu-'iness to do in town, which she would rather trust 
to me than any body else The Duke said that the Princess 
had thought it would be more agreeable to nie to be told 
this by him than through Sicard. After this I never at- 
tended at TVlotitague house, but occasionally when the 
Princess sent for me. About July, 1802,1 observed that 
the Princess had grown very large ; and in the latter end 
of the same year she appeaf-fid to be grown thin, and I 
observed it to Miss Sander, who said that the Princess was 
inucli thinner than she had been, I had not any idea of 
the Princess teinp with child. Mr. Lawrence, the painter, 
used to go to Montague House about the latter end of 
180\, wllen^e waspamting the Princess, and he has slept 
ill the house two or three niglils together. I have often 
seen him alone with tiie Princess at eleven and twelve 
o'clock at tiiglit. lie has been Uiere as lute as one and 
tivo o'clock in the morning. One night I saw him with 
the Princetis in the Blue Room, after the ladies had re- 
tired. Some time afterwards when 1 supposed that he 
liad (jone to his room, I went to see that all was safe, and 
1 found the Blue Uoom door locked, and heard a whisper- 
ing ivi it. :i[i.l I went awav. 



Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downing-street, 
the sixth day of June, ISOu, before u6. 



SP ENTER. 
GRENVILLE. 
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(No. 6.) 
The Deposition of Frdnces Lloyd. 

• 

I HAVE lived twelve years with the Princess of Walei 
next October. I am in the Coffee-room. My situation in 

' the Coffee-room does not give me opportunities of seeing 
the Princess. I don't see her sometimes for months, Mii 
Mills attended me for a cold. He asked me if the Prince 
came to. Blackheatb, backwards and forwards, or some"* 
thing to that effect, for the Princess was with child, of 
looked as if she was with^child. This must have been tbred 
or four years ago. It may have been five years ago. I 
think it must hslve been some time before the child wis 

• brought to the Princess. I remember the child beitig; 
brought. It was brougfbt into my room. I hadofdem 
sent to me to give the mother arrow root, with directions 
how to make it, to wean the child, and I gave it to the 
mother, and she took the child away. Afterwards the 
mother brought the child back again. Whether it was a 
week, ten days, or a fortnight, I cannot say, but it might 
be about that time. The second time the mother brought 
the child, she brought it into my room. I asked her, ho# 
a mother could part with ber child. I am not sure which 
lime I asked this. The mother cried, and said she coul4 
not afford to keep it. The child was said to be. about 
four months old when it was brought. I did not parti- 
cularly observe it myself. 

FRANCES LLOYIX 

I was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1803. One 
morning, when We were in the house at East Cliff, some 
body, I don't recollect who, knocked at my door, and de- 
sired me to get up to prepare breakfast for the Princess. 
Tbii was about six o'clock. I was asleep. During the 
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whole time I was in the Princess's service, I had never 
been called up before to make breakfast for the Princess- 
I slept in thebousekeeper'srootn on tde ground-floor. I 
opened the shutters of the window for light- I knew at 
thattime that Captain Manhy's ship was in the Downs. 
When I opened the shutters I saw the Princess walking 
down the garden with a fjentleman. She was walking down 
tlie gravel walk towards the sea. Xo orders had been 
given loe over night to prepare breakfast early. The 
gmtleman the Princess was walking with was a rail man, 
I was surprised to see tlie Princess walking with a gentle- 
jnan,ac-tfaat time in the morning. lam sure it was the 
Princess. While we were at Blackheath, a woman at 
Charlton, of the name of Townly, told nie that slie had 
some linen to wash fiomthe Princess's house. That the 
linen was marked with the appearance qf a miscarriage or 
delivery. The woman has si nee left Charlton, but she has 
friends there. I think it must have been before the child 
was brought to the Princess, that the woman toid us this. 
1 know all the women in the Princess's house. I don't 
thiLik tliatany of them were in a stateof pregnancy, and if 
any had, I think I must have known it. I never told Cole 
that Mary Wili^on, when she supposed the Princess to 
be in the library, had gone into the Princess's bedroom, 
and had found a man there at breakfast with the i'rin- 
CCBB ; or that there was a great to do about it, and that 
Mary Wilson was sworn to secresy and threatened lo be 
turned away if she divulged what she had seen. 

FINANCES LLOYD. 

Swdrn alLord Grenville's House in Downing-street, 
til? seventh day of June, ISOtf, before us, 

ERSKLNE, 
SPENCr-n. 
GKEN\^ILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH, 
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(No. 7.) 
The Deposition of Mary Ann Wilson. 

I BELIEVE it will be ten years next (quarter, that I have 
lived with the Princess of Wales, as housemaid. I wait on 
the ladies who attend the Princess. I remember when the 
child who is now with the Princess, was brought there. 
Before it came I heard say that it was to come. The mo- 
ther brought the child. It appeared to ,be about four 
months old when it was brought. I remember twins being; 
brought to the Princess; before this child was brought. I 
never noticed the Princess's shaipetp be different in that 
year from what it was before. I never had thought that 
the Princess was with child. I have heard it reported. It 
is a good while ago. I never myself suspected her being 
with child. I think she could not have been with child, and 
have gone on to her time without ray knowing it. I was at 
Southend with the Princess. Captain Manby used to visit 
the Princess there. I make the Princess's bed, and havt 
been in the habit of makidg it ever since I lived with Her 
Royal Highness. Ajaother maid, whose name is Ann Bye, 
assisted with me in making the bed. From .what I ob« 
served I never had any reason to believe tlmt two persons 
had slept in the bed. I never saw any particular appear* 
ance in it. The linen was washed by Stikeman's wife. 

MARY WILSON. 

Sworn at Lord Greaville's House in Downing-street, 
the seventh of June, 1806, before us 

EF^SKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
PLLENBOROUGH- 
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(No. 8.) 
The Deposition of Samuel Roberts. 

[am a footman to tlie Princess of Wales. I remember 
the cKikI being taken by the Princess, I never ob.^erved 
any particular appearance of the Princess in that year — 
nothing that led me to believe that she was with child. Sir 
Sidney Smith used to visit the Princess at Blackheath. I 
never saw him alone with the Princess. Henever stayed 
after eleven o'clock. I recollect Mr. Coleonce asking me, 
I think three years ago, whether there were any favourites 
in the family. 1 remember saying, that Captain Manby 
and Sir Sidney Smith were frequently at Blackheath, and 
dined there oltener than other persons. I never knew Sir 
Sidney Smith stay later than the ladies. I cannot say ex- 
actly at what hour he went, but I never remember hii 
staying alone with the Princess. 

SAMUFX ROBERTS. 
Sworn at Lord GrenvilleV House in Downing-street, 
the seven)!) day of June, 1806, before us. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE. 
ELLENBOROUGH, 
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STi^ Deposition of Tliomai StilcemaH 
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1 HATE been Pilge to the Princess of Wales ever iince* 
Biiehas been in EngtaftcL When 1' first saw the Ch'Jlijf 
Svho is with the Princ^s^ it is about foUr years agOi Her 
Royal -Highness had a strong desire to have an infant^^ 
*bich I and all the house knew* I heard there w.a8 H W0-' 
tnan who had twins, ode of which the Princess wte de- 
sirous to have^ but the parents wwld not part with it. A' 
worhan came to the door with a petition to get her hus- 
band replaced in the Dock Yard, who had been removed. 
She had a child with her. I took the child, I believe/ 
and shewed it to Mrs. Sander. I then returned the childT 
to the woman, and made inquiries after the father, and' 
afterwards desired the woman to bring the child again to* 
the house, which she did. The child was taken to the^ 
Princess. After the Princess had seen it, she desired the' 
woman to take it again and bring it back in a few day d, and' 
Mrs. Sander was desired to provide linen for it; Wilhi^ 
a few days the child was brought again by the mother^ 
and was left, and has been with the Princess ever since." 
I don't recollect the <:hild had atiy mark; but upon refiec-| 
tiou I do recollect that the mother said he was marked) 
wiUi elder wine on the hand. The father of the child, 
whofte name is Austin, lives with meat Pimlieo. My' 
Wifejs aiaundress, and washed the linen of tjie Prince. 
Austin is enoployed to turti a mangle for me* The child. 
was boihi in BroWtilow-street,' and it was baptized there ; 
but I Only know this from the mother. The mother has 
sldce lain-in a second time in Brownlow-street. I ftever' 
saw the woman to my knowledge before she cijme With* 
lib petkibti to' the door. I had no particular diftcliottd' 
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by the Princess to procure a child. I thought it better Ui 
take the child or persons of ^ood character, than the 
child of a pauper. Nothing led ine» from the appear- 
ance of the Prhicess, to suppose that she was with chiid, 
but from berAbiipe it js difficult to judge when sbe & w ith 
child. When she was with child of the Princess Char- 
lotte^ I should -not h^vc kpowuit when she was ^r ad- 
vanced it) her timci if I had not bepn told.it. Sir Sidney 
Smith at one time visited very frequently atMontaguo 
House, two or three times a week. At the time the 
Princess was altering her rooms in the Turkish styl^e. Sir 
Sidney Smith's visits were very frequent. 'J'he Princess 
consulted him upon theui. Mr. Morell was the uphoU 
sterer. Sir Sidney Smith came frequently alone. lie 
stayed alone with the Princess sonjetimes till eleven 
o'clock at night. He has been there till twelve o'clock,, 
wd after, I bglieve alone with the I'rince.'^s. The Priu« 
oess is of that lively vivacity, that she makes herself fa- 
miliar with gentlemen, which prevented my bciug struck 
with bis staying so late. I do not believe that at that 
time any other gentleman visited the Princess so fre- 
quently, or stayed bO late. I have seen tjie Princcssi 
when they were alone sitting with Sir Sidney Smith oir 
the same sofa in .the Blue Room. I had access to the 
Blue Room at all times. There was. an inner rooiii which. 
opened into the Blue Room. When tl^at room was not 
lighted up, I did not go into it, and did not consider that- 
Iliad a. right to go into it. I had iio idea on whatac- 
count I was [)rougiit iicre. I did ^'^t know th^t t^ie Pxiu-* 
cess's conduwt wa^ qtiestioned pr questiooable. I was 
with the Princess at Ramsgate. When she was at Last 
Cljff, Captain Manby was v^ry frequently there ; went 
away as late at night aif eleven o\'lock. I don't remember 
Fanny Lfioy<i bcung.cai.ed u, any mvcniag td rnakv break*, 
fast jor tnc Princess, t did' not' like Capts^in Manby coqi- 
ipg $0 9tten« and^ftayfng so 4ate, and. I. was uo^aay. at it. 
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I remember a piece of plate, a silver lamp, being sent te 
Captain Manby. I sfiw it in Sicard's poseefision. He 
told me it was for Ciiptam Manby, and hMiad a letter to 
send with it, .1 have neyer seen Captain Manby at the 
Priricess's.^tt.Raijisgjate before nine o'clock in. the m oriH 
i^ig> but I havie .heard he has been there earlier* I had 
never any suspicions of there being any thing improper^ 
either from the frequent visits of Captain Manby» Of 
from his conduct. 1 was at Catherington with the Prin- 
cess^ She u^ed to go out generally in her own chaise. I 
think I have once or twice seen her go with Mr. Hood in 
his one-horse chaise.. They have been out for two boufs^. 
or two hours and a half, together. I believe only a day 
or two elapsed between the time of the child being first 
brought, and being then brought back again, and left 
with' the Princess. I am sure tlie child was not weaned 
after it had been first Iwought. * I don't recollect any 
gentleman ever sleeping in the hous^ I clou't remember 
Lawrence the painter ever sleeping there. The Princess 
s^ins very fond of the child. It is always called William 
Austin. 
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THOS. STIKEMAN. 



Svirom ottibdrd Grenville't house in Downing-street, 
tbe sefdait dsyd June*, 1806, before us, 

.. SPEaCER, 
■ . ■ , GilENVILLE. 

ELLENBORQUG H. 
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(No. 10.) 
The Deposition of Jolm Sicard. 

I HAVE iiveil seven years with the Princess of "Wales, 
nm house-stewnnj, and have been in that situation from 
♦he end of six months after I fipBt lived with Her Royal 
Highiiesi. I remember the child who is now with the 
Princess of Wales Iwingbroiipht there. It was about five 
months old when it was brought. It is about four years 
ago, just before we went to Ramsgate, I had not the 
least suspicion of the object of my being brought here. 
I had opporfunily of seeing the Princess frequently. I 
waited on her at dinner and supper. I never observed 
that the Princess had the appearance of being with child. 
I think it was hardly possible that she should have been 
■with child without my perceiving it. Sir Sidney Smith 
iised to visit very frequently at Montague House in 1802, 
with Sir John and Lady Douglas. He was very often, 1 
believe, alone with the Princess, and so was Mr. Canning, 
and other gentiemen. I cannot say that I ever suspected 
Sir Sidney Smith of any improper conduct with the Prin- 
cess. I never had any suspicion of the Princess acting 
improperly with Sir Sidney Smith or any other gen tiemiin. 
1 remember Captain Manby visiting at Montague House. 
The Princess of Wales did not pay fofjthe expence of 
fitting up his cabin, but the linen furniture was ordered 
by me, by direction of the Princess, of Newberry and 
Jones. It was put by Newberry and Jones in the Prm- 
ceas's bill, and waa paid for with the rest of the bill by 
Miss' Ileyman. 

JOHN SICARD. 
Sworn at Lord Grenviile's house in Downing- street, 
the seventh dny of June, ISOti, before us, 
ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No- Jl.) 
The Deposition of Charlotte Sander. 

I HAYE lived with thci Prrncess of Wales eleven yean, 
I am a native of Brunswick, and came with the Princess 
from Brunswick. The Princess has a little boy living widi 
her under her protection* He had a mark on his hand, 
but it is worn off. I first saw him four year^ ago, in the 
autumn. The father and mother of the child are still' 

^ ■ . ■ ■ 

nil ve. I have seen them both* The father worked in the 
Dock Yard ^t Deptford, but has now lost the use of his 
limbs. The father's name is Austin. The mother brought 
the child to the Princess when he was four months' old. 
I was present wheh the ghild was brought to the Princess^ 
She was in her own room up stairs when the child was 
brought. She came but and took the child herself. I 
understood that the child was expected before it was 
brought. I am sure that I never saw the child in the 
house before it appeared to be four months old. The 
Princess' was not ill orindisposed in^the autumn of 1S02. 
I was dresser to Her Royal Highness. She could hot be 
ill or indisposed without my knowing it I am sure that 
she was not confined to her ro6m or to her bed in that 
autumn. There waft not to my knowledge any other child 
in the house. ^ It was hardly possible there cpuld have 
been a child there without my knowing it. I have no re- 
collection thM the Princess had grown bigger in the year 
1802 than usual. I am sure the Princess was not preg- 
nant. Beitig her dresser, t must have seen it if she was. 
I solemnly and positively swearl have no reason to know' 
or believe that the Priticess of Wales his be6n at any 
time pregnant ffuVing th^ linile t* have lived with -Her 
Royal fiighn^ss at l^otftftguie'flOQ^e: I ihay liave-saiif 
to Cole that the Princess was grown much thinner, but I 



iloii't recolltcl lliai 1 dul, I never liearil any boJy say 
any ibiiig about tbe Princess Ixyiiy picgiiant till I came 
lii-rc to-day. 1 did not expect to be iiskcd any tjutslion 
to-day respecting tbe PriiiccFs being pregnant. Nobody 
tiinie over to tht Princess ftoin (l*rDiany in the aulmnu 
of lSU-2 to my kiioivledge. Her Royai IJigbness was 
ficiiernlly blooded twice in a year, but not lately. I never 
bad any reason to suj)pose that the Princes received 
tbe visits of any gentleman fit improper hours. Sir Sid- 
ney Smith visited Irt rre(|ueiit!y, and almost daily. Ho 
Aas tbere very late, somttiiiies tdl two o'clock \a tbe 
luciniing. I iieversaw Sir Sidney Smitb in a room alone 
tvith the PrinccBs late ai uLglit. I never mw any thing 
Avbich led me to suppose that Sir Sidney Suijtb was on a 
very familiar footing with tbe i'rinccss rtfWalcif. I iit- 
tended the Prinress of Wales to Soutbi-nd. ^be bad 
two houses, N'o. 9 and No. 8. 1 knew Capiain Manby. 
He commanded the Africaiue. Ht; visited tbe Princess. 
While bis i:bil> "'as there, he was frequently with the 
Princess. I don't know or bi:lieve, and 1 have no reason 
to bi:Iii-ve, that Captain Manby staid till very late hours 
with the Princess, I never Ruspected tbnt there was any 
improiier I'aniiliarity bttwetn tln'ni. 1 nevur expressed to 
-ny liody a wish that Captain Manby's visits were not so 
iVequent. If the Princess had company, I was never 
present. Tlie Princess was at Rauisgate in 1803, I have 
seen Captain Manby tliere frequently. He came to tiie 
Princess's House to dinner. He never stayed till late at 
night at the Princess's house. 1 was in Devotisbire with 
tbe Princess lately. There was no one officer that she 
saw when she was in Devonshire more than the resL I 
never heard from the Princess that she apprehended her 
conduct was questioned. When I was brought here I 
thought I might be (juestioned respecting tlie Prmcess'a 
couduct, and I was sorry to come. I don't toow why I 
fought Bo. I ntver saw any thing ie the conduct of tUfij 
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Princess while I lived with her, which would have made 
nie uneasy if I had bee«"irer ^M^^nd. When I wa«at 
Southend I dined in the Steward's room. I can^t say 
whether I ever heard arpr body in the Steward's room »ay 
any thing isboiit the Captain, meaning Captam Manby, 
It is so long ago I may have forgot it. I have seen Cap- 
fuin Mwiby aione with the.Princess nt'No.9«iii thedra&r- 
iiig«roQm at Sau tliend; I' have seen it only once or -twiceir 
It was at t9f^ ofithree o'clock la.tbe dfterlioop, and Bevisif 
lAten I slept in a r6bm next to tiie . PHitcess in tSii 
liouse, No. 9i at iSouthead^i 'I n^^rer eaitr: Gaptaia Maob/ 
in any partof tUat house; but the draitfhig^vODtti.l I.iittvk 
no reason to.belreve b^ was ia* mh^jotlier room iii MM 
housie; tl was at Catberitigton withthe^^ffooess. JSfaaf 
was at Mp. Hobd's bouse. : i'^obyer^tewbaiBf /familiairity' 
between! her .and Mr. iHbod.t ^1 have/ ieeal)hrnjdrive ovtt 
in Mr. tiood'i carnage . with him vtoneJ /f^ was a gig;- 
They used to b^ ahsem ^fot setqrdi faocMraJj Jkiiservaot of. 
tbe Princess attendifed thenu I faate:deii«nedi|iackets by: 
.theofdef Vf t^e Princess^ which 8bdJga;Kr&' me/ scaled up; 
to Sicartf, tb be b^ hrm foiiwarded otb GsfAaiu iManbyJ 
The birth-day of Uie Qhtld;ivbO'.ii«B9 Witbr^bejPjiocessia^ 
tiie 1 1th 6f J]uly» aa iiis mbtlier. tdd tnfei/ Sbeisays tbat} 
he was cbri^teodd at VepSoitdi : The thild irad a markaa' 
the hand. Tha mother toidnfe tbnet itvta&fvom t^vrins.l 
I believe the cbihi cdtnoj to;the Princess ini Ifdvember^rcx 




Svrom atXord Oten villus house in Ddwiiihg-iti'cet, 

the scfrenth day of Jdhe^ 1806. 

- ■ ■ .". .■ . ■,. • , 

. .-., .-.. ' .. ". . . ER$KINE. , " . 

:,■■-.. SPENCER ■ 

GRENVILU3, 
, ,. BLI4ENBOROUGH. : 



(No. 15.) I 

', Deposition of Sophia Austin, 

I know the chikl which ia now witU the Princess of 
Wales. lam the mother of it. I was delivered of it 
four years ago, the llth of July next, at Biownlow-street 
Hospital, i have lain in there three timeE. William, 
who is with the Princess, is t!ie second child I laid in of 
there. It was marked in the right hand with red vrine. 
My husband was a labourer in the Dock-yard at Dept- 
ford. When peace was proclaimed, a number of the 
workmen were discharged, and my husband was one who 
was discharged. I went to the Princess with a petition 
on a Saturday, to try to get my husband restored. I 
lived at that lime at Deptford ^few-row, No. 7, with a 
person of the name of Bearlilock, He was a milkman. 
The day I went to the Princess with the petition was a 
fortnight before the (ith of November. Mr. Beniieta 
baker in New-srreet was our dealer, and I took the child 
to Mr. Bennet'.s when i went to receive my husband's 
wj^es every week from the time I left the Hoapital till 
I carried the child to the Princess. I knew Mr. Stike- 
man only by hawing seen him once before, when I went 
to apply for a letter to Brownlow-street Hospital. When 
I went to Montague House, I desired Mr. Stikeman to 
present my petition. He said they were denied to do 
such things, but seeing me xvith a baby he could do no 
less. He then took the child from me, and was a long 
time gone. He then brought me back the child, and 
brought Half-a-guinea which the ladies sent me. He 
a lid if tlie child had been younger he could have got it 
taken care of for me, but desired that I would come up 
again. I went up again on the Monday following, and 
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I saw Mr. Stikeman. Mr. Stikeman afterwards came 
several times to us, and appointed me to take the child to 
Montague House on the 5th of November, but it rained 
all day^ and I did not take it. Mr* Stikeman came down 
to me on the Saturday the 6th of November, and I took 
the child on that day to the Princess's house. The Prin* 
cess was out. I waited till she returned. She saw tbe; 
child and asked it's age. I went down into the colBTee* 
room, and they gave me some arrow-root to wean tbm 
child ; for I was suckling the child at this time, and when 
1 bad weaned the child I was to bring it and leave it 
with the Princess. I did wean the child, and brought 
it to the Princesses house on the t5th of November, and 
left it there, and It has been with the Princess ever since 
I saw the child last Whit-Monday, and I swear that it ii 
my child. 

SOPHIA AUSTIN. 

, Strom at Lord Greoville's house in DowmBg^trMt. 
the seventh day of June» 1806, before \u, 

• ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRE>rVlLLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 



(No. Id.) 
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' ' 9Mb June, ISOd..^ 

In consequence of certain inquiries directed ny bit 
Mtyesty, Lady Doaglat , wife of. Sir John Douglas of the 
llarines^ bts deposed upon oath that she was told by ber 
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&oyal Higbncn the PrinceiH of Wales, tiiai at a brefik« 
fast at Lady Willougliby's house in May or June, 18ad» 

. . [^Extract from Lady Dougla$§ Deposit ion.'] 

Jt being nnaterial to aiKrertain as far as possible the 
truth oft Ills fact, I am to rrquesti that your Lordship 
v^yt have the goodness to de.^ire Lady Wiltoughby to put 
nowti in writing every circum«»taiice in any manner rela- 
^ft thereto (if any such there b^-) of which her Ladyship 
gks any recollection ; and also to appri;^ me, for his 
MiyeMfy*^ information, whether at any time, during the 
cOucsc of the above-mentioned year, La^ly Witloughby 
9&seryed any such alteration in tho Princes: 'f> $(hnpe, or 
any other circumstances, as might induce hrr Lmlyship 
to bcheve that Uer Royal Highnc#s was then pregnant. 

I aip, &c. 



« - * 



.;jjj.iv _ fJPEXCER. 



(No. 14.) 

aidmouth, 2Ut June, ^sm. 

In obedience toyoot-diiimand* I Io«t no tini« in coin- 
municatinfc to Lady Wiltoughby the important mibject of 
yoof t>«VAte letiefr^ited the 40tb iwtant, and I have ttie 
honour of encloaing • letter to yoor Lordihip from. InAf 
WdlDogh«y. .' : ; ' ' 

>■' {i .viv: «.'.'-. ;ntt r; . . ,^j k.t-iQ^i„ jfiMTWttS* 
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(No. 15.) 



My Lord, ^ 

In obedience to the copunaod conteinfid.in- your Lbrd* 
ship's letter communicated to me ..|biy*Lord Gwydiff*! 
have the honour to inform you, that X have no ret}oUei« 
lion whatever of tlie fact stated ^^(lave taken place, *dik- 
riii^ a breakfast at Whitehall in May or June \%0^\ 
' nor. do I bear iu mind any .particular oiruuxnfitaiices ftlk- 
live to her Roya,!, Highness the f rincesa of Waies'at-^ittU 
period to which you allude. . ■ •\ . 

, I I havQ the honour^ &c. - 
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June 21 , 1 806. 
Earl Sfencbu. 



WU,Ji-(>UGHB1f« 
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(No. 16) 

'.■■■■■ ^ ■ 

JExtractfrom the Register of the Births and jBap*- 
iisms of Childrefi torn in' the BtomriloiO'Streei 
Lying'-in Hospital. 

Born 1802, Baptized, 

Mai/, 
8, Thomas, of Richard and Elizabeth Austin, 20 

Ju/j/y 
11, William, of Samuel and Sophia Austin, 15 

The above are the only two entries und^r the n<iine of 
Austin, about the period in question, and were extracted 
1t>y me. No description of the children is preserved. , 

CHARI^ES WA.TKIN WILLIAMS WYNN. 
June 23^ 1906. 



(No. n.) 

Tfu Dq)ositiOH of Elizabeth Goiden. 

. I AM tha wife of Francis Goeden. who is a servant of 
.Iha Princess oC Wales, and has lived with her Royal 
Highness eleven years. In November, 1802, I was sent 
for to the Princess's house to look after a little child ; I 
understood that he had been then nine days in the house. 
I was nurse to the child. One of the ladies, I think 
Miss Sander, delivered the child tome, and told me her 
Royal Highness wished me to take care of him. The 
child never slept with the Princess. I sometimes used 
to take htm to the Princess before she was up, and leave 
him with her on her bed. The child had a mark ou 
the hand, it appeared to be a stain of wine, but is now 
worn out. I was about a year and three quarters with the 
child. The mother used to come often to see him. I 
never saw the Princess drees the child, or take offits 
things herself; but she has seen medo it. The child i» 
not so much with the Princess bow as he was. 

ELIZ. GOSDEN. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's house in Downing street, 
the 23d day of June, 1806, before us, » 

ERSKINE. rf''> 

SPENCERy '^ 

GRENVILLE, '■* 

ELLENBOROUGa*' 

, .j1 
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(No. 16.) 

Deposition of Betty Tom^^ '\ 

t tivEd at Charlton sixteen years, and till witliin the 
hnt -two years, I was a laundress, and used to wash 
linen for the Princess of Wales's family. After the Prin* 
« cess left Charllon and went to Blackheath, I used to ga 
oTer to Blackheath to fetch the linen to wash* I have 
had linen fronpi the Princess's house the same as other 
ladies s I mean that there were such appearances on it as 
might arise from natural causes to which women/are sub- 
ject, I nerer washed the Princess's own bed-linen, but 
fxi^e er twice occasionally. I recollect one bundle of 
linen once coming which I thought rather more marked 
than usual. They told me that the Princess had been 
bled with leeches, and it dirtied the linen more : theser« 
vants told me sd, but I dont remember who the servants 
were that told me so. I recollect once, I came to town 
and left the linen with my daughter to wash ; 1 looked 
at the clothes slowly before I went, and counted them^ 
and my daughter, and a woman she employed with hef 
washed them while I was iA town. \ diought when J 
looked them over, that there might be something more 
than usual. My opinion was, that it was from & miscar* 
riage. The linen had the appeamnce of a miscarriage, I 
bd ieved it at the time. They were fine damaflic napki ns, 
and some of them narked with a little ved crown in the 
corneTi and some W4thout marks. I might mention- it to 
Fanny Lloyd. I don't recollect when this was, but it 
must be more than two years and a iNtlf ago ; for I did 
not wash for the Princess's family but very little for the 
last six montlis. Mary Wilson used to gii^ me the 
linen, and I believe it was she who told me that the 
Princesa was bled with leeches ; but the appearance of 
jlJia linen which I have^kea of befere^ was' different 



frsm tliat which it was said was stained by bleeding with 
Ireches. I remember the child coming. I used to wash 
the linen for the chiM, and Mrs. Gosden who nursed the 
child, used to pay me for it. I ktpt a book, in which I 
finterf-d the liiieii I wuslit^. I am nutsure whether I have 
itstill;— bill, ifl have, it is in a cheat at niy daughter's, at 
Charlton, aod I will produce it ifl can iiud it. 

B. TOWNLEY. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downing-street, 

:' the 23d day of June, ISOO, beforeus, 

SPENCER. 

GRRNVILLE, 

ELLEXBOKOUGH. 



(No. 19.) 

Deposition of Thomas I'.ilmeadis, of Greenwich, 
Surgeon and Apothecary. 

I AM a surgeon and aporliecorv at Greenwich, and was 
appointed ilie surgeon and apothecary of the Princess of 
Wales, ill ISOl. From that time I have attended her 
Kuyul Highness and hvrlioufiehold. I knew Fanny Lloyd 
who atttuded in thft coil'te- room, at the Princess's. I have 
frequently attended her forcolds. I do not recollect thatl 
ever said any thing toherrespectiugtiie Princess of Wales. 
Jt never once enti?red my thoughts while 1 attended 
tije Princess. th;U she was \}V^ gnaiit. 1 never said that she 
JtVasau to Faulty Lloyd. ,1 have bled the Princess twice; 
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the second bleeding was in 1802, and it was in the June 
quarter, as appears by tbe book I kept. I don't know 
what she was bled for — it was*at her own desire — it was 
not by any medical advice. I was unwilling to do it, but 
she wished it. If I recollect, she complained of a paiii in' 
her chest, but I don't remember that ahe had any illness. 
I did not use to bleed her twice a year. I certainly saw 
Her Royal Highness in Nov. 1802. i saw her on the 16th 
of November, but I had notany ideaof her b^ingthep with 
child. I did not attend her on the 16th November, but I 
saw her then ; I was visiting a child (a male child,) from 
Deptford. I have no recollection of having seen the Prin- 
cess in October, 1802. The child must have been from 
three to five months old when I first saw it. I have oo. 
recollection of the Princess having been ill about the end 
of October, 1802. I have visited the child very ofteiv 
since, and 1 have always understood it to be the same 
child. The Princess used sometimes to send for leeches^ 
and had them from me. I don't think that I attended the 
Princess, or saw her often, in the summer and autumn of 
1S02. I had not the sole care of the Princess's health dur-i- 
ing the time I have spoken of. Sir Francis Milhnan nt^ 
tended her occasionally. 

THOMAS EDMEADES. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downing-street, 
the 25th day of June, 1806, before us^ 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELliENBOROUGH. 
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^ ■ ' * (Nd. 20.) 

Dtposition of Samuel Gitiam Mills, of Greenwich, 
■* "' Surgeon. 

; I A M a surpeon «t Greenwicli ; bf\ve been in partnership 
with Mr, Edmeades since ISOO. Before he was iny parf- 
IMT 1 attended the Princess of Wales's Family from tbe 
time of her coming to Blackheath from Charlton. 1 was 
appointwi by the Princess her surgeon, in April, ISOl.by 
A written appointment, and from that time I never at- 
tended Hef Royal Highness, or any of the servants, in my 
medical capacity, except that I once attended MissGouch, 
and once MissMlllfield. 1'here was a child brought to the 
Princess while 1 attended her. I was called upon to exa- 
mine the child. It was a girl. It must have been in ISOl, 
or tliereabouts. The child afterwards had the measles, 
and 1 attended her. When first J saw the child, 1 think it 
mnst have been about ten months old. It must have been 
priorto April, 1801. I understoodlhat the child was taken 
through charity. I remembtrtiiat there was a female ser- 
vant who attended in the cotVee-rooia. 1 never said to that 
woman, or to any other person, that the Princess was with 
child, or looked as if she was with child, and I never 
thought so, or surmised any thing of the kind. 1 was 
once sent for by her Royal Highness to bleed her, 1 was 
not at home, and Mr. Edmeades bled her. I had bled her 
two or three times before; it was hy dtr§ctionof Sir Fran- 
cis MillmaD. it was for an inflammation site had on the 
lungs. As much as. I knew it was not usual for the Prin- 
cess to be Lied twice a year. I don't know that any other 
medical person attended her at the time that 1 did, nor do 
I believe that there did: I don't know that Sir Francis 
Millman had advised that she should be blooded at the 
time that 1 was sent for and was not at home, nor what 
was the cause of her being then blooded. I do recollect 



son^ething of baviog attended tbeservant who was in the 
coffee-room 9 for a cpld^ but I am sure I never said to her 
that the Princess was with cbild»or looked as if she was so. 
I have known that the Princess has frequently sent to Mr* 
Ed meades for leeches* When I saw the female cbild» Mrs. 
Sander was in the rpom» and son^e other servants, but I 
don't recollect who. I was sent for to see whether them 
was any disease about the child — ^tp see whether it was a 
healthy child, as her Royal Highness meant to take it 
under her patronage. The child could just walk alone; 
I saw the. child frequently after^rards. It was at oiie tiiat 
with Bidgood, and another tijoe with Gosden and his 
wife. I don't recollect that t^ P^cess was by at any 
time when I saw the child. I never j|aw the child in Moo* 
tague House when I attended it as a patient, but wbw I 
was first sent for to p^ee if the child bad any disease, it wto 
in Montague Housj^ 

SAMUEL GILLAM MILLS. 

Sworn at Lord GrenviUe'a House in Downing^tr^ 
the 25 tb day of June, 1806, before us. 
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ERSKIME, 




Spencer, 


A true Copy, 


ORiENVlLLJE, 


J. Becket. 


ELLENBORiPyaH. 

t 



X (No. «1.) 

Depotiti<m of Harriet Fiti^eredd. 

I CAME first to live with the Princess of W^les in ISOtj; 
merely as a friend and companion, and haye continiied ,tp 
Kve with her Royal Highness to this time. I kiiow Lady 
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t>oug1aB. I remember lier lying in. It happened by ic- 
ciilciit Hiat herHoyal Iligliuess was in the house at the 
4inieof Lady Douglas's fielivery. I think it wus in July, 
1-SOS. I was (here myself. The Princess was not in the. 
room at the time Lady Douglas was delivered. There was 
certainly no appearance of the Princess being pregnant at 
that time, I >aw the Princess at that time every day, and 
at fill hours. I believe it to be quite impossible that tlitf 
Princess should have been with chi Id witiiout my observing 
it. I never was at a breakfast with the Princess at Lady 
Willoushby's. The Princew took a little girl into t\if: 
house atiout nine years ago. I waa not in the house at tlie 
time. I was in the house when the boy, who is now therp, 
■WM brought there. She had said before openly that she 
sliould like to have a child, and she had a^iked the servant 
who hroii£;ht the child, if he knew of any persons wljo 
would part with a child. I was at Southend with the Prin- 
cess. I remember Captain Manby being there soiuetimes. 
He was not there very often. He used to come at different 
hours, as the tide served. He dined there, but never 
stayed late. I was at Southend all the time the Princess 
was there. I cannot recollect that I have seen Captain 
Manby there, or known him to be there, later than nine, 
or half after nine, I never knew of any correspondence by 
letter with him when he was abroad, I don't recollect to 
have seen him ever early in the morning at the Princess's. 
I w*i5 at Ramsgate with the Princess. Captain Manby 
may have dined there once. He never slept there to my 
knowledge, nor do I believe he did. The Princess rises at 
dilfeienthours, seldom before ten or eleven. I never knew 
her up at sixo'clock in the morning. If she bad been up 
so early I should not have known it, not being up so early 
myself. I remember the Princess giving Captain Mauby 
an ink-stand. He had the care of two boys whom she 
protected. I can't say that Captain Manby did not sleep 
at Southend. lie may have slept io the village, but I be- 



Si 

Keve be nerer slept in the Princesses house. I was at Ca* 
tberington with the Princess. I remember her Roy4 
Highness going out in an open carriage with the present 
Lord Hood. I believe Lord Hood*8 servant attended . 
them. There was only one servant, and no other carriage 
with them. I was at Dawlish this summer with the PriD« 
cess, and afterwards at Mount Edgcombe. The Princess 
saw a great deal of company there. Sir Richard Stracban 
used to come there. I don*t know what was the cause of 
his discontinuing his visits there. I remember Sir Sidney 
"Smith being frequently at Montague House. He was 
sometimes there as late as twel^ and one o^dock in the 
morning, but never al9ne that I know of. The Princess 
was not in the room when Lady Dpugias was brought to 
bed. I know she was not, because I was in the room my- 
self when Lady Douglas was delivered. Dr. Mackie of 
Lewisham, was the liccoucheur. I don't recollect Sir 
Sidney Smith ever being alone with the Princess in the 
evening. It may have happened, buft I donU know thajt 
it did. I used to sit with the Princess always in the eten« 
ing, but not in the morning. I was with the Princess in 
the Isle of Wight. Mr. Hood and Lord Ai&elius Beau* 
clerc were there with her. She lirent there from Ports* 
mouth. 

HARRIET FITZGERALD. 

4 

• ■ - * , * 
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Sworn before us at Lord Orenville's House in Doiwn* 
iug-street, the 27th day of Juue, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE. 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, ORENVILLE, 

J. Bifiktt. ELLENBOaOUGH. 
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(^o. 92.) 

'^ ^ ^.. , WhUehall, Juiy I, 1606, 

My Lord, 

The extreme importance of the business on which I 
have before troubled your Lordship and Lady Wil- 
loughby, makes it the indispensable duty of the persons 
to whom his Majesty haa entrusted the Enquiry, fur- 
ther to request that her Ladyship will have the goodness 
to return in writing, distinct and separate answers to the 
exclosed Queries. They beg leave to add, that in the 
discharge of the trust committed to them, they have been 
obliged to examine upon oath the several persons to whose 
testimony they have thought it right to have recourse on 
this occasion. They have been unwilling to give Lady 
Willoughby the trouble of so long a journey for that pur- 
pose, well knowing the full reliance which may be placed 
on every thing which shall be stated by her Ladyship in 
this form. But on her return to town it may probably be 
judged necessary, for the sake of uniformity in this most 
important proceeding, that 6he should be so good as to 
confirm on oatli, the truth of the written answers re- 
quested from her Ladyship. 



(No Signature in the original,] 
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<No. 23.) 



Sidmouth, July 3, 180& 



MV LdAD, 



I lATjiiKDiATELY cottitnunicated to Lady Willoughby 
the Queries transmitted to me in the envelope of a letter 
4laited July the fiiHt, which I had the honour to receive 
this day fifom your Lordship. I return tbeX^ueriei with 
l«ady ; WiUougbby's Answers in her own handUwrittDg* * 

We are both truly sensible of your Lordship's kind at- 
tention in aoi requiring Lady WiIloughby*s personal a^^ 
teodiace. She will most retnlily obey the Order of the 
Council, sbouIU her presence becbme necessary. 

I have the honour^ &c 

■ » 

To Earl Spencer, S^€.S^c. S^c. 

A true Copy; 
J, Becket. 



(No. 84.) 

Queries. Answers. 

1. Docs Lady WiHough- 1. In "the course of tha 

by remember seeing the last ten years the Princess 

Princess of Wales at break- of Wales has frequently 

fast or dinner at her house, done me the honour to 

cither at Whitehall or Beo< breakfastand dine at White* 
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kenhani) on or about the 
months of May or June, 
1802? 



hatly and Langley, in Kent, 
Her Royal Highness may 
have been at my house in 
the months of May or June, 
1803, but of the periods at 
which I had the honour of 
receiving her, I have do 
precine recollection* 



9.. Hu her Ladyship any 
recollection of the circuni- 
stance of her Royal High* 
oess having: retired from the 
company at i»uch break&st 
or dinner, on account, or. 
under the pretence, of hav- 
ing spilt any thing over her 
handkerchief? And if so, 
did Lady WiUoughbyattend 
her Royal Highness on that 
occasion? and what then 
passed between th^m rela^ 
tive to that circumstance ? 



8. I do not remembir 
her Royal Highness hav« 
ing at any time retired 
from the company either st 
Whitehall, or at Langley, 
under the pretence of bav* 
ing spilt any thing over her 
handkerchief. 



3. Had Lady Willoughby 
frequent opportunities in 
the course of that year, to 
see her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Wales, and 
at what periods ? And did 
she at any time during the 
year, observe any i^pp^ar- 
ance, which led her to 'aus« 
pect that the Princess of 
Wales w^ pregnauf? 



3. To the best of my rc* 
membrance I had few op« 
portunities of seeing the 
Princess of Wales in tbe 
year 1802, and I do not re« 
collect having observed any 
particularcircumstances re- 
lative to her Royal High- 
nesses appearance. 



1 



^9^ 



4. I« Lady Willougbby 
acquainted with any ' other 
circumstances leadingto the 
same conclusion, or tending 
to establish the foct of a 
criminal intercourse^or im- 
proper familiarity between 
her Royal Highness and 
any other* person whatever? 
add if so, what are they ? 



4. During the ten years 
I have had the honour of 
knowing the Princess of 
Wales, I do not bear in 
mind a single instance of 
her Royal tlighness's con- 
duct in society towards sfny 
individual, tending to esta- 
blish the fact of a criminal 
intercourse, or improper 
familiarity. 

WILLOUGHBY. 



(No, 2i.) 
Robert Bidgood-'^'^fuTtheT DepomHion. 

» , 

The Princess used to go out in her phaeton with coach* 
n\an and helper, towards Long Reach, eight or ten 
times, carrying luncheon and wine with her, when Cap- 
tain Manby's ship was at Long Reach— always Mrs. Fitz^ 
gerald with her — She would go out at one, and return 
about five or six — sometimes sooner or later. The day* 
the Africaine sailed from Southend the Princess prdered 
\^ to pack up for Blackheath next mpming.. Captain 
Manhy there three times a week at the lea^t, whilst his 
ship lay for six weeks off Southend at the Nore— ^he came 
as tide served — used to come in a morning, and dine and 
drink tea. I have seen him next morning by ten o'clock^ 
I suspected he slept at No. 9, the Princess's — she always 
put out the candles berseU*in the drawing^-room at No. 9, 
and bid me not wait to put tbeu) up ; she gave me the or- 



Aera as soon as sbe went to Soutliend. I used to see 
water-jugs, bofloos, and towels, set out opposite the 
Princess's door, in the passable, — never saw them so left 
in the passage at any other time ; and I susperted he was 
there at those times. There was a general suspicion 
throughout the bouse- Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald there, 
and Mise Hammond (now Lady Hood) there. My sus- 
picions arose from seeing them in the glasses kiss each 
other, as I mentioned beibre, like people fond of each 
other — a very close kiss.— Her behaviour like that of a 
woman attached to a man ; — used to be by themselves at 
luncheon at Southend — when ladies not sent for — a num- 
ber of times. There was a poney which Captain Manby 
used to ride; it stood in the stable ready for him, and 
which Sicard used to ride. 

The servants used to talk and laugh about Captain 
Manby, it was matter of discourse amongst them, I lived 
there when Sir Sidney Smith came, tier manner witli him 
appeared very familiar. She appeared very altentive to 
him, but I did not suspect any thing farther. All the up- 
per servants had keys of tlfe doors to tlip Park to let her 
Royal Highness in and out, I used to see Sicard receive 
letters from Mrs. Sander to put in the post instead of the 
bag. This was after Captain Manby was gone to sea, 
I suspected this to be for Captain Muuby, and othei^s in 
the house suspected the same, 

(Signed) R. BIDGOOD. 

Sworn before us in Dovs-ning-street, this third day 
of July. 

(Signed) ERSKINE, 

SPEXCER. 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. Btcket. ELLENBOROUGH. 



41 



(No^ 26.) 



Sir Francis MiUman's DepUition. 



I ATTJiyoBD the Priocess of Wales in the spring and 
latter end of the year 1802, i. e. in March, and towardi 
thf autumn* Mr. Mills of Greenwich attended then as 
her Royal Highnesses apothecary, and Mr. Mills and his 
partner Mr. Edmeades have attended since. I do not 
know that any other medical person attended at that time 
either as apothecary or physician. In March, 1802, I 
attended her for a sore throat and fever. In 1803, in 
April, I attended her Royal Highness again, with Sir 
Walter Farquhar. I dont know whether she was blooded 
in 1802. She was with difficulty persuaded to be blooded 
in 1803 for a pain in her chest, saying she had not been 
blooded before ; that they could not find a vein in her 
arm. I saw no mark on her arm of her having been 
blooded before. I observed her Royal Higbness's person 
at the end of that year IS02. Never observed then, or 
at any other time, any thing which induced me to think' 
hef Royal High nets wals in a pregnant situation. I think 
it is impossible she should in that year have been deli« 
vered of a child without my observing it She during 
that year, and at all times, was in the habit of receiving 
: he visits of the Duke of Gloucester. 

I never attended her Royal Highness but on extraor« 
dinary illnesses. Her Royal Highness has, for the last 
year and half, had her prescriptions madt up at Walktr 
aadTMog's, St. James*8<«treet. 

• • \ ♦O 



4*n H iDon ai ibc wont to Soutliend. [ u*erl in sm 
witcT-jugi, Ijoiont, lud t(>w«ta, act oiiL oppoajiu tb« 
PriDCGHs door, in tbt pummf^c. — itnvnr mw tbom no IH't 
III till) pKMigc qL fiiy wilier timr j nnii I Kinitectud lie wim 
thrni At Llioiv litiiri. 'IVin wok n gruuriil Hiiipiciuii 
tUruuKli"tit. tl)o iiituiR. MfH. and Mma Kit/^nriiUl Uiwic. 
•nd MIm llmiiiixmd (now l.ttily Hood) tliiiru. My hun- 
piGioiM luuM IVoiii ii(iuinj{ tlii-iii ill llin (iliiNmN kiM nirh 
oilier, M I mrntinncil IH-I'urc, like (H^niile I'onrl of viich 
othttr~t vrry clotc kimi. — Her brhuviour like ilifit <>( » 
womnn Htlm-licd Ut ft miin j— lupd to lif liy tliniiHrlvrii iit 
lunrliwinnt SiiiiUii'ini-wlicn Irnlifn iiol urn! f<ir— ii iium- 
licr oftimm. 'I'hrrw wiioii jioiipy wliiili Ciiptnlu Moiiliy 
uu»l tu riilc- : il Rinoil jti tlm Hliilili; ri'ii'ly Tur liiiti, and 
which Sii-nril tiMTJ lorklr, 

Th(! MTVAMtii UHrd lo ttltTt tint] IniiKli nlionr Cnptiiin 
Munby, it wim ninUrr of (litirdiirtu' iiiiiungxt ili.-in. I livnl 
there when Sir Sirlnry SniiUi ciutic, lirr luaiiiu i w ii li iiint 
■ppcnrnd very rniniiinr. Sin- iippinriil vny nlli'iilivr to 
liim.hiitl 'IkI iiolaiKpi''-! uny Uini;; riuLlirr. Ml llio iip- 
pnr nrrvnntii lititl key., cf life <l.)orit In tin* Pni'k to let. licr 
Hiiynl IliKlincKN in nn<l out. I iiNnI Ui npo Sii:ikrd rninivn 
Irttrm from MrN. Smidi-r lir |iuL in tlir punl. iniiUiiitl of thn 
haR. Thin wn» nrtrr ('iipliuu Miniliy wim k"!"" I" "<■». 
I mmpri'lcd thin lo hr Tor riipliiiii M;iiiliy, iimt oihcri iti 
Mid houiHiNiifipiirti^il llic NI1MU-. 

(Signrrl) R, HirKioni). 

Swdni bcforo im in Dnwninp.filricl. Uiin Ihird Hay 
ol Jnly. 

(Sinnrd) J'.RSKINK, 

Sl'V.^VVM, 
A triirCopy, CKI'.NVlLr.K, 

J. lierkrl. KLUENUOUOUOIf, 
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(No. 96.) 



Sir FtancU Mittman'i Dep0$%tion. 



I ATTftKotD tb« Princesf of Wales in the spring and 
Intter end of the year IdOi, u e. in March, and towards 
the autumn. Mr* Mills of Greenwich attended then as 
ber Royal Highnesses apothecary, and Mr. Mills and bis 
partner Mr. Edmeades have attended since. I do not 
know that any other medical person attended at that time 
either as apothecary or physician. In March, 1802, I 
attended her for a sore throat and fcVer. In 1803, in 
April, I attended her Royal Highness again, with Sir 
Walter Farquhar. I dont know whether shtf was blooded 
in 1802. She was with difficulty persuailed to be blooded 
in 1803 for a pain in her chest, saying she had not been 
blooded before ; that they could not find a vein in her 
arm. I saw no mark on her arm of her having been 
blooded before. I observed her Royal Highnesses person 
at the end of that year 1802. Never ol)served then, or 
at any other time, any thing which induced me to tbinkf 
her Royal High nets was in a pregnant situation. I think 
it is impossible she should in that year have been deli- 
vered of a ehild without any observing it. She during 
that year, and at all times, was in the habit of receiving 
:hc visits of the Duke of Gloucester. 

I never attended her Royal Highness but on extraor* 
dinnry illnesses. Her Royal Highness has, for the last ' 
year and half, had her prescriptions made up at Walker 
aad Youttg^s, St. James's^troet. 



who liket flirtinp. I shoulil not hare thought any mar- 
ried woman would have behaved properly who should 
have behaved as her Royal Highneis did to Captain 
Manby. I can'tsay wheiher she waaattachedtoCantain 
Manby, only that it was a fiirtlDg conduct. iJcvcr saw 
«ny gallantrips, as kissing her hand, or the like. 

I was Willi her Royal Highnesi at Lady Sheffield's last 
Christmas, in Sussex. I inquired what company was there 
when I came. She said only Mr. JohnChester, who was 
there by her Royal Highness's orders ; that she could get 
no other company to meet tier, on account of the toads 
and season of the jear. He dined and slept there that 
night. The next day other company came ; Mr. Chester 
remained. I heard her Royal Highness say she had been ill 
in the night, and came and lightfd her caiitlle iu her ser- 
vant's room. 1 returned from Sheffield-place to Black- 
heath with the Princess — Captain Moore dined there — I 
left him and the Princess twice alone, for a short time — 
be might be alone half an hour with her, in the room be- 
low, in which we had been sitting — I went to look for a 
booli, to complete a set her Royal Highness was lending 
Captain Moure. She made him a present of an inkstand, 
to the best of my recollection. He was there oiie morn- 
ing in JanuHry last, on the Princess Charlotte's birth-day ; 
he went away before the rest of the company ; I might 
be absent aboTit twenty minutes the second time I wae 
away, the u'ght Captain Moore was there. At Lady 
Sbeffield'a her Royal Highness paid more attention to 
Mr Chester t'lan to the rest of the company. I knew of 
her Royal Highness walking out alone twice with Mr. 
Chester, in the morniin', alone, onceashort time; it rained; 
the other, not an houi ; 'ot long. Mr. Chester is a pretty 
young man. Her attentions to him were not uncommon ; 
not the same as to Captain Manby. I am not certain 
whether the Princess answered any letters of LadyDouf- 
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las. I was atCttherinfirton with tbe Princeit, Remember 
Mr. now Lord Hood, there, and the Princest goii^ 
out airing with him alone in Mr. Hood's little whit- . 
key, and his servant was with them. Mir. Hood drove, 
and staid out two or f farw hours more than once« Three 
or four times^ Mr. Hood dined with us several time&. 
Once or twice he slept in an house in the garden. She 
appeared to pay no attention to him but that of com- 
mon civility to an intimate acquaintance. Remeniber 
the Princess sitting to Mr* Lawrence for her picture al 
BIackbeath,and in London. I have left her at his houae 
in town with h\tn, but I think Mrs. Fitzgerald was witk 
her; and she sat alone with him I think at Blackheath. 
I was never in her Royal Highnesses confidence, but 
she has always been kind and fOod«natiired to me. She 
never mentioned Captain Manby particularly to me. I 
remember her being blooded tbe day Lady Sheffield's 
child was christened. Not several times^that t recollect; 
nor anv other time ; nor believe she was in the habit of 
being blooded twice a year. The Princess at one tioae 
appeared to like Lady' Dofiglas. SirJohn came frequent* 
ly. Sir Sidney Smith visited about the same time with 
the Dougla' ses. I have seen Sir Sidney there vety iatein 
the evening, but not alone with the Princess* I have no 
reason to suspect he had a key of the Pai^k-gate. I never 
heard of any i)ody bv ing- found wandering about at Black« 
heath. I have heard of somebody being fonnd wander- 
• ing about late at night at Mount Edgcum^be^ when the 
Princess wss there. I heard that two women and a man 
were seen crossing the hall. The Princess saw a great deal 
of company at Mount Edgcumbe. Sir Richard Strachan 
was reported to have spokeo freely of the Princess. I 
did not hear that he hadoffered a rudeness to her persoiu 
She told me she had heard he had Spoken di^iespectfuUj 



Af her, ami therefore I believe wrote lo him by SirSa^ 
muel Hood. 

(Signed) HESTER LISLP,. 

Signed before us, in Downing-street, this third day 
ofJuly, 1806, 

ERSKLVE. 
SPENCER. 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE. 

J. Beclut. ■ ELLENBOaOUGH. 



(No 38.) 

Lower Br09k-3lreel,3a\y 4, 180Q. . 
My Lord, 
Before your arrival in Downing-street kst night, 1 be- 
(poke the indulgence of the iords of his Majesty's Coun- 
cil for inaccuracy as to dates, respecting any attendance 
at Blackheatti, before 1803. Having only notice in the 
fortnoon of an examination, I could not prepare myself 
for it lo any period previous to tliat year, and I now 
haslen, as far as the examination of my papers will per- 
mit, to correct au error into which I fell, iu stating to 
thejr Lordships, that I attended lier Royal Highness the 
PriuoesBof Wales in the spring of 1S02, and that 1 Iheo 
met hJB Royal Highness tlje late Duke of Gloucester at 
Blackheatii. It was in the spring of ISOl, and not of 
ISO'2, that, after attending her Royal Highness the Prin- 
cess ofWales for ten or twelve days, I had the honour 
of seeing the Duke of Gloucester at her house. 

I have the honour, &c. 
A true Copy, FR. MILMAX. 

J. Becket, 



4/t 



Marl Cholmondeley^ sworn July I6M, 1806« 



I HAVE seen the Princess of Wales write ffrequently, 
and I think I am perfectly acquainted with her manner 
of writing. 

A letter produced to his Lordship marked (A), 

This letter is not of the Princess's hand- writing. 

A paper produced to his Lordship, (marked (B) with a 
kind of drawing with the names of Sir Sidney Smith and 
Lady Douglas. 

This paper appears to me to be written in a disguised 
hand. Some of the letters remarkably jresemble the Prin- 
cess's writing ; but because of the disguise I cannot say 
whether it be of be not her Royal Highness's writing. 

On the cover being shewn to his Lordship also marked 
(B.) he gave the same answer. 

His Lordship was also shewn the cover marked (C*) to 
which his Lordship answered, I do not see the same re- 
semblance to the Princess's writing in this paper. 

cholmondeley: 



Sworn before utj July l6Ui, 180^ ' 

A true Copy, SPENCER, 

John Becket GRBNVILLS. 
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APPENDIX (B). 



Statement of Lady Douglas. 

JuLlS Royal Highness the Prince of Wales having judged 
proper to order me to detail to him, as Heir Apparent, 
the whole circumstances . of my acquaintance with her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, from the day I 
first spoked with her to the present time, I felt it my 
duty, as a subject, to comply without hesitation with his 
Royal Highnesses commands; and I did so, because I con- 
ceived, even putting aside the rights of an Heir Apparent, 
his Royal Highness was justified in informing himself as to 
the actions of his wife, who, from all the information he 
had collected, seemed so likely to disturb the tran-. 
quillity of the country; and it appeared to me that, in so 
doing, his Royal Highness evinced his earnest regard for 
the real interest of the country, in endeavouring to pre- 
vent such a person from, perhaps, one day, placing a ^ 
spurious Heir upon the l^ngiish Throne, and which his . 
Royal Highness has indeed a right to fear, and commu- 
nicate to the Sovereign, as the Princess of Wales told me, 
** If she were discovered in bringing her son into the world 
*• she would give the Prince of Wales the credit of it, for 
*' that nhe had slept ^wo nights in the year she was pr^« 
" nant in Carlton House." 
As an Englishwoman, educated in the highest respect* 

♦H 



ful atuchment to the Royal Family; as the daughter of 
an English Officer, who has all his life received the most 
gracious marks fff tpprobation and protection from liis 
Majesty, and from his Uoyal Higliness the Prince of 
M'ales ; and as the wife of an Officer, whom our beloved 
King has honoured with a public mark of his approbation, 
and who is bound to the Royal Family by ties of respect- 
ful regard and attachment, which nothing can ever break, 
I feel it my duty to make known the Princess of Wales's 
sentiments and conduct, now, and whensoever I maybe 
called upon. 

For the information, therefore, of his Majesty and of 
the Heir Apparent, and by the desire of the Heir 
Appareiif, I beg leave to state, that Sir John took a 
house upon BlacUheath in the year 1801, because 
the air was better for him, after bis Egyptian services, 
than London, and it was somewhat nearer Chatham, where 
his military duties occasionally called him. I had a 
daughter, born upon the 17th of February, and we took 
up our residence there in April, living very happily and 
(juietlyj but in the month of November, when the ground 
was covered with snow, as I was sitting in my parlour, 
whidi commanded a view of the Heath, I saw, to my sur- 
prise, the Princess of Wales, elegantly dressed in a lilaf 
satin pelisse, pjimrose-coloured half boots, and a small 
'tiac satin travelling cap, faced with sable, and a Lady, 
pacing up and down before the house, and sometimes 
stopping, as if desirous of opening the gate in the iron- 
raihiigtocomein. At first I had no conception her Royal 
Highness really wished to come in, but must have mistaken 
liie house for another person's, for I had never been made 
known to lier, and I did not know that she knew where 
1 lived. I stood at the window looking at her, and, as she 
looked very much, from respect, courtesied (as I under- 
stood was customary) ; to my astonishment she returned 
my courtesy by a familiar nod, and stopped. Old Lady 
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Stuart, t West Indian Lady, who lived in my imtin^diate 
neighbourboociU ^^ ^ho was in thehabitiof coming in to 
tee me^ was in the ro<Hn, and said> ** You should go outt 
her Royal Highness wants to come in out of the saow.** 
Upon this I went out, and she came immediately to me 
and said, '* I believe you are Lady ' Douglas, and you 
have a very beautiful child ;• I should like to see it." I 
answered that I was Lady Douglas. Her Royal High- 
ness then said, *^ I should like of all things to see your 
littie child." I answered, that I was very sorry I could 
not have the honour of presenting my little girl to her, as 
I and my femily were spending the cold weather in town> 
and I was only come to pass an hour or two upon the 
Heath. I held open the gate, and the Priaoess of Wales 
and her Lady, Miss Heyman (I believe) walked in and 
sat down, and stayed above an faour^ laughitig very much 
at Lady Stuart, who, being a singular character, talked 
di kind of nonsense. After her Royal Highness had 
amused herself as long^as she pleased^ she inquired where 
Sir John Douglas and Sir Sidney Smith ware, and went . 
away, having shook hands with me, and expressed her 
pleasure at having found me out and made herself known : 
I concluded that Sir Sidney Smith had acquainted her 
Royal Highness that we resided upon the Heath, as he 
was just arrived in England, and having been in* long 
habits of friendship with Sir John, was often with us, and 
told us how kind he should think it if we could let him 
tx>me to and fro without ceremony, and let him have an 
airy room appropriated to himself^ as be was always ill 
ia town, and from being asthoiatic, suifiered extremely 
^hen the weather was foggy in town. Sir John gave him 
that hospitable reception he was in the habit of doing by 
all his old friends, (f6r I u%derstaqd they have been kmaWn 
to each other more than twenty years); and he introduced 
him to me as a perscm, to whom he wished my friendly 
att^tion to be paid ; as I bad nc9«r seen Sir: Sidney 



Smith io my life, until this period, when he became, as it 
were, a p»rt of the family. When I returned to town, I 
toW Sir John Douglas the ci rcu metance of the Princess 
having visited me, and a few days after this, we received 
a note from Mrs. Lisle (who was in waiting) commandn>g 
us to dine at Montague House. We went, and there were 
several persons at the dinner. I remember Lord and I^dy 
Dartmouth, and I think Mr. and Mrs. Arbuthnot,&c. &c. 
From this time the Princess made me frequent visits, al- 
ways attended by her Ladies, or Mrs. Sander (her maid). 
When Sander came, ahe was sent back, or put in another 
room ; but when any of lier Ladies were with her, we al- 
ways sat together. Her Royal Highness was never au 
temled by any livery servants, but slie always walked 
about Blacklieath and the oeighbourhood only with her 
female attendants, [n a short time, the Princess became 
so extravagantly fond of me, tltat, however flattering it 
miglit be, it certainly was very troublesome. Leaving her 
attendants below, she would push past my servant, and 
run up slairs into my bed-chamber, kiss me, take me in 
her arms, and tell me I was beautiful, saying she had never 
loved any woman so much; that she would regulate my 
dress, for she delighted in setting off a pretty woman ; 
and such high-flown compliments that women arc never 
used to pay to each other. I used to beg her Uoyal High- 
ness not Io feed ray self-love, as we had all enough of that, 
witliout.encouraging one another. She would then stop 
me, and enumerate all my good Jioinls I had, saying she 
was iJelermintd to teach me to set them off. She would 
exclaim, Uli 1 believe me, you are quite beautiful, different 
from almost any English woman ; your arms are fine be- 
yond imaginatioLi, your bust is very good, and your eyes. 
Oh, I never saw such eyes — ail other women who have 
dark eyes look fierce, but yours (my dear Lady Douglas) 
are nothing but softness and sweetness, and yet quite 
dark. In this nianaer she went on perpetually, even be- 
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Sore Btmugets. I remember when I was one morning at 
her house, with her Royal Highness, Mrs. Harcourt, and 
her ladies, the Duke of Kent came to take leave before 
his Royal Highness went to Gibraltar. When we were 
sitting at table, the PriDcess introduced me, apd said — 
Your Royal Highness must look at her eyes ; but now she 
has disguised herself in a large hat, you cannot see hoW 
handsome she is. The Duke of Kent was very polite and 
obliging, fbr he continued to talk with Mrs. Harcourt, 
and took little notice, for which I felt much obliged ; but 
she persisted, and said-^Take off your hat. I did not do 
it, and she took it off; but his Royal Highness, I suppose, 
conceiving it could not be very pleasant to me, took little 
notice, and talked of something else. 

Whenever the Princess visited us, either Sir John, or I, 
returned home with her and her party quite to the door; 
and if Be were out, I went with her Royal Highness, and 
took my footman ; for we soon saw that her Royal High- 
ness was a very singular and a very indiscreet woman, and 
we resolved to be always very careful and guarded with 
her; and when she visited us, if any visitor whosoever 
came to our house, they were put into another room, and 
they could not see the Princess, or be in her society, unless 
she positively desired it. However, her Royal Highness 
forgot her high station (and she was always forgetting it) ; 
we trust, and hope, and feel satisfied, we never for a mo- 
ment lost sight of her being the wife of the Heir Apparent. 
' We passed our time as ,Her Royal Highness chose when 
together,and the usual amusements were — playing French 
Proverbs, in which the Princess always cast the parts,and 
played ; Musical -Magic, forfeits of all kinds ; sometimes 
dancing; and in this manner, either the Princess and her 
Ladies with me, or we at Montague House, we passed 
our time. Twice, after spending the morning with' me, 
^he remained without giving me any previous notice, and. 
vrotild dine with Us, and thus ended the year 1801. 



Ill the month of Februaiy, before Miss Garth was to 
come into waiting iu March 1802, the Princess, in one of 
her morning visits, after she had sent Sander home, said, 
" My dear Lady Douglas, I am come to see you this 
" morning to ask a great favour of you, which 1 hope you 
" will grant me." I told her, " I was sure she could not 
" make any unworthy request, and that I uould only say, 
" I should have great pleasure in doiog any thing to oblige 
" her, but I was really at a loss to guess how i possibly 
" rouid have it in my power to grant her a favour." Mcr 
Royal Highness replied " what I have to ask is for you to 
come and spend a fortnight with me; you shall not be se- 
parated from Sir John, for he may be with you whenever 
he pleasi'P, and bring your little girl and maid. I mean 
you to come to the Round Tower, where there are a com- 
plete suite of rooms lor a Lady and her servant. When 
Mrs. Lisle was in waiting, and hurt her foot, she resided 
there; Miss Heyman always was there, and Lord and 
Lady Lavington have slept there. When 1 have any 
married people visiting me, it is better than their being in 
the house, and we are only separated by a small garden. 
I dislike Miss Garth, and she hates to be with me, more 
than what her duty deraands, and I don't wish to trouble 
any of my ladies out of their tuiii. I shall require you, 
as latly in waiting, to attend me in my walks; and when 
1 drive out ; write my notes and letters for me, and be in 
the way to speak to any one who may come on business. 
I seldom appear until about three o'clock, and you may 
go home before 1 want you alter breakfast every day." I 
replied, that being a married woman, I could not promise 
for myself, and, as Sir John was much out of health, I 
should not like tq leave him ; but he was always so kind 
and good-natured to me, that I dared venture to say he 
woidd allow me if he could; and when he came home I 
asked him if I should go. Sir John agreed to tiie Prin- 
cess's desire, and I took the waiting. During my stay I 
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aitended Her Royal Highness to the play and theopere I 
tliiak twice, and also to dine at Lord Dartmouth'^ and Mr. 
Windham's. At Mr. Windham's, in the evening, while 
one of the ladies was at the harpsichord, the Princess com« 
plained of being v.ery warm, and called out for ale, which, 
by a mistake in the language, she always calls pU. Mrs. 
Windham uras perfectly at a loss to comprehend her 
wishes, and came to me for an explanation. I tpld her 
I believed she meant ale. Mrs. Windham said she had 
nope in the house; was it any particular kind she required? 
I told her I believed not ; that when the Princess thoughj: 
proper to Tisit me, she always wanted it, and I gave her 
what Jl had,* or could procure for her upon Bbckheath. 
We could not always suddenly obtain what was wished. 
Mrs. Windham then proposed to have some sent for, and 
did so; it was brought, and the Princess drank it al!.-« 
When )at Lord Dartmouth's, his Lordship asked me if I 
wa9 the only lady in waiting, being, I supposed, surprised 
at. my^ appearing in that situation, when,, to his know* 
ledge, I had not known the Princess more than four 
months^ I answered, I was at Montague tlouse, acting 
as lady in waiting, until Miss Grarth was well, as the Prin- 
cess told tlie «be was ill. Lord Dartmouth looked sur-* 
prised, and said he had not heard of Miss Garth being ill/ 
and was surprised. I was struck with Lord Dartmouth's 
se^inin^ doubt of Miss Garth's illness, and after, thought 
upon it. From the dinner we went at an early, hour to 
the opera, and then returned to Blackheath. During this 
visit I was greatly surprised at the whole stile of the Prin<* 
dess of Wales's conversation, which was constantly very 
lopse^ and such as I had not been accustomed lo hear; 
such as, id many instances, 1 have not been able to repeat, 
even to Sir John, and.such as made me hope i should 
cease to know her, before my ^daughter taight be ohl 
enough to be corrupted by her. I confess 1 went home 
hoping and believing she was at timesxi good deal disor** 



deitd in her Benses. or she never would hare gone on a* 
she did. When she canii; to sup with me in the Tower 
(which she often did) siie would ;irrive inaioiigred cloak, 
a silk handkerchief tied over licr head under her chin, 
and a pair of slippers down at the heels. 

After supper 1 attended her to the linuse. I found her 
a person without education or talents, ^nd without any 
desire of improving herself. Amongst other things which 
surprised me while there, was a plan she told me she had 
in hand; that Prince William of Gloucester liked me, 
and that she had written to him, to tell him a fair lady was 
in her Tower, that she left it to his own heart to find out 
who it was, but if he was the gallant Prince she thought 
him, he would fly and see. I was amazed at such a con- 
trivance, and said. Good God '. how could your Royal 
Highness do so ? I really like Sir John better than any 
body, and am quite satisfied and happy. J waited nine 
years for him, and never would marry any other person. 
The Princess ridiculed this, and said Nonsense, non-, 
sense, my dear friend. In consequence of the Princess's 
note. Prince William actually rode the next morning to 
iheTower, but by good fortune Sir Sidney Smith had pre- 
viously called and been admiitecl.audas we were walking 
by the house, her Royal Highness saw the Prince com- 
mg, went immediately out of sight, and ran and told a 
servant to say she and I were gone walking, and we im- 
mediately walked away to Charlton, haviug first, unper- 
ceived, seen Prince William ride back again, (of course, 
not very well pleased, and possibly believing I had a hand 
in his ridiculous adventure,) It seems he was angry; for 
soon after his Royal Highness, the late Duke of Glouces- ■ 
ter, came and desired to see the Princess, and told her, 
that his son William had represented to him how very, 
free she permitted SirSidney Smith to be, and how con- 
stantly he was visiting at Montague Mouse ; that it rested, 
with herself to keep her acquaintance at a proper distance^ 



57 

and as Sir Sidney 'was a lively^ thoughtless man^ and had 
not been accustomed to the society of ladies of- her rank^ 
he might forget himself^ and she would then have herself 
to blame — that as a father^ and an earnest frie^d^ he 
came to ber^ very sorry indeed to trouble her^ but he 
conjured and begged her to recollect how very peculiar her 
situation was^ and how doubly requisite it was she should 
be more cautious than other people. To end this lecture 
(as she called it) she rang the bell^ and desired Mr^*. 
Cole to fetch me. I went into the drawing-room^ where 
the Duke and Her Royal Highness were sitting/ and 
she introduced me as an old friend of Prince William's. 
His Royal - Highness got up^ and looked at me very, 
mucb^ and then said^ *'Tbe Princess has been talking 
a great deal, about you^ and tells me you have madt 
one of the most delightful children in the worlds and in- 
deed it might well be so, when the mother was so hadd- 
, some and good-natured-looking." By this lime I was so 
used to these fine speeches^ either from the Princess^ or 
from her through others, that I was ready to laugh, and 
I only said, '' We did not talk about much' beauty^ but 
my little girl was in good health, and Her Royal Highness 
was very obliging." As soon as His Royal Highne^ 
was gone, the Princess sent again for me, told me every 
word he had said, and said, '* He is a good man, and 
therefore I took it as it was meant ; but if Prince William' 
had ventured to talk to me himself, I would certainly 
have, boxed his ears: however, as he is so inquisitive, 
and watches me, I will cheat him, and throw the dust m 
his eyes, and make him believe Sir Sidney comes here to 
see you, and that you and he are the greatest possible 
frieivls. I delight of all things in cheating those clever 
people." Her speech and intentions made me serious, 
and my mind was forcibly struck with the great danger 
tliere would, follow to myself, if she were this kind of pcr- 

• Query, Mr. Cole. - 
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K>D. I begged tier not to think of doing sach a tHng, 
MyiiKi Your Royal Highness knows it is not so, and 
alUiough [ would do much to oblige you, yet, when my 
own character is at stake, I must slop. Good God, 
Ma'vn, His Royal Highness would naturally repeat it, 
and what should I do? Reputation will not bear being 
tport«d with. The Princess took me by the hand, and 
eaid, Certainly, my dear Lady Douglas, I know very well 
it is not so, and therefore it does not signify. I am sure 
it li not so, that I am sure of. 1 have much too good an 
opinion of you, and too good an opinion of Sir Sidney 
Smith. It would be very bad in hitn, after Sir Joitn's 
hospitality to him. I know liim incapable of such a 
thing, for 1 have known him a long time ; butstill ] won- 
der too in the same house it does not happen. By this 
time I was rather vexed, and said. Your Royal Highness 
and I think quite differently — Sir Sidney Smith comes and 
goes as he pleases to his room in our house. I really see 
little of him. He seems a very good'humoored, pleasant 
man, and I always think one may be upon very friendly 
terms with men who are friends of one's husbands, with- 
out being llicir humble servttnts. The Princess argned 
upon this for an hour, said, This is Misa Garth's argq- 
ment, but she was mistaken, and it was ridiculous. If 
ever a woman was upon friendly terms wilh any man, 
they were sure to become lovers. 1 said, 1 shall continue 
to think as Miss Garth did, and that it depended very 
much upon the lady. Upon the iiQth of March, I lert 
Mootngue House, and the Princess commanded me to 
be sent up to her bed-chamber. I went and found her ia 
bed, aud I took Mrs, Vansittart's note in my hand, an- 
nouncing the news of Peace. She desired me to sit dowa 
close to ihc bed, and then, taking my hand, she said, 
" You see, my dear friend, [ have the most complaisant 
" husband in Ae world — I have no one to coatrout mt — 
" f see whom 1 hke, I go where I like, I spend what 1 
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^ pt^asei ahd His Royal K^i^^hness pays for , all— Other 
'^English hdsbandfs plargue their wiveis, but he never 
plagues iMe at all^ which is certainly being very polite 
and complaisant^ and I am better off than my sister^ 
whtf was heartily beat every day. How mach happier 
'' am T than the Duchess of York ! She and /the Duke 
^ bate ^ach other, and yet they will be two hypocrites^ 
'* and live together — that I would never do.— Now Til 
** shew you a letter wherein the Prince of Wales gives 
^' me full leave to follow my own plans«" She then put 
the letter into my hands^ the particulars of which I have 
mentioned. When I had finished^ I appeared affected^ 
and she said, " You seem to think that a fine thing; now 
'^ I see nothing in it ; but I dare to sny that when my ber. 
'' loved had finished it, he fancied it one of the finest 
'' pieces' of penmanship in the world. I should hava 
** been the man^ and he the woman. I am a real 
** Brunswick^ and do not know what the sensation Fear 
^ IS ; but as to him, hie lives in eternal warm water^ and 
^ delights in it^ if he can but have his slippers undejc 
*^ any old Dowager's table^ and sit there scribbling notes ; 
** that's his whole delight.^' She then told me every cir* 
enmstance relative to her iharriage^ and that she would 
be separated^ and that she had invited the Chancellor 
very often lately^ to try and accomplish it^ but they wert 
sttkpid^ and told her it could not be done. It appeared 
to me that at this time Her Royal Highnesses mind was 
bent upon the accomplishment of this purpose; and i^ 
would be 'founds I thinks from Lord Eldon and the 
othersj that she pressed this subject close upon them, 
whenever they were at Montague House ; for she told mQ 
iodore than once she had*. Her Koyal Highnesi^ 
before she ptii the letter by^ said^ ** I always keep this, 
^ for it is ever necessary. 1 will go into the House of 

* The Chaocellor nxvj now^ perhaps, be able to grant ber request. 
N. B. ThepcMtage contained in this Note is, in the authenticated Copy 
transmitted to thc^Friwess tfWaks^ placed in the margin. 
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** Lords with it myielf. The Prince of Wales desires me 
'' ID that letler^ to choose my own plan of life^ and 
" amuse myself as I tike ; and also^ when I lived in Carl. 
^ ton HousCj he often asked me why I did not select 
^ some particular gentleman for my friendj and was sur- 
^ prised I did not." — She then addc^J, '' I am not treated 
^ at all as a Princess of Wales, ought to be. As to the 
** friendship of the Dnke of Gloucester's Family, 
** I understand that Prince William would like to 
** marry either my daughter or me, if be could. I 
. ** now therefore am desirous of forming a society of 
^* my own choosing, and I beg yon always to re- 
" member, all your life, that I shall always be happy to see 
/' you. I think you very discreet, and the b^t. woman 
^' in the world, and I beg you to consider the Tower 
*' always as your own ; there are offices, and you might 
V almost live there; and if Sir John is ever called away, 
'' do not go home to your family \ it is not pleasant after 
people have children, therefore always come to my 
Tower. I hope to see you there very SQon again. The 
** Prince has offered me sixty thousand if Til go and live 
** at Hanover, but I never will ; this is the only country 
*' in the . world to live in/' She then kissed me, and I 
took my leave. 

While I had been in the Round Tower in Mentagae 
House, which only consists of two rooms and a closet on 
a floor, I bad always my maid and child slept within my 
room, and Sir John was generally with me \ he and all 
my friends having free permission to visit. Mrs*. Cole 
i[the Page) slept over my room, and a watchman went 
round the Tower all night. — Upon my return home, the 
same apparent friendship continued, and in one of Her 
Royal Higbness's evening visits she told me, she was come 
to have a long conversation with me^ that she had been 
in a great agitation, and I must guess what had happened 
to her. I guessed a. great many things, but she said Na> 

«.Quer)r, Mr. Cole. 
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to Ibeid'ull, tfnd then said Igave itupi, for I bad no idea 
what she coald mean^and therefore might guess my whole 
life wiiboDt success. ''Well then^ [ mast tell yop/' said 
Her Royal Highness, ''but I am sore you know all the 
'^ while. I thought you had completely found me out« 
'' and therefore I came to you, for you looked droll wheii 
'f I called for ale and fried onions and potatoes, and 
*^ when I said I eat tongue and chickens at my break- 
** fasts; that I. would sure as my life yon suspected me ; 
*' tell me honestly, did you not V* I affected not to un* 
derstand the Pdncess at all, and did not really compre- 
hend her. She then said, '' Well, Til tell ; I am with, 
'' child, and the child came to life when I ' was breakfast- 
ing with Lady Willoughby. The milk flowed up into 
my breast so fasl^ that it came through my muslin 
'' gown, and 1 was obliged to pretend that I bad spilt 
'' something, and go up-stairs to wipe my gown with 
^' a napkin, and got up-stairs into Lady -Willonghhy's 
" room, and did very well, but it was an unlucky advent 
'' ture. I was, indeed, most sincerely concerned for her; 
conceiving it impossible but she must be rained, and t 
^^pressed my sorrow in the strongest terms, saying, what 
would she do? she could never carry such an affair 
through, and I then said, I hoped she was mistaken. She 
said N#^ she was sure of it, and these sort of things only 
required a good courage, that she should manage very 
well; but though she told me she would not employ me 
in the business, fot I was like all the English women, so 
very nervous, and she had observed me so frightened a 
£ew days past, when a horse galloped near me, that she 
would not let me have any thing to do for the world. 
The Princess added, '' Yon will be surprised to see how 
^* well [ manage it, and I am determined to tuekle the 
*^ child myself/" I expressed my great apprehensions, 
and asked her what she would do if the Prince of Wales 
seized her . person, when she was a wet-nurse ? She said 
she would never suffer any one to touch her person. She 
laughed at my fearsj and added, *' You know nothing; 



" flboui these tiling j if you had read Lex .(Avi»«/W* 
'* du Chnaiier de GrummoMf, you would know belter 
" what t'auiotw tricks Princesses and iheir Ladies played 
" then, and 3'ou eIihII and must reiid ibe story of Ctithe- 
" riiie J'arr nnd a Lady Douglas of ibose times; havi 
" you never heard of it r" Sbe then related it, bnt as I ne- 
ver had heard of it, 1 looked upon it as her own invention 
to reconcile my mind to these kind of things. After this ne 
often met, and the Princes^ often alluded 10 her situatioii 
and to mine, nnd one day as we were sitting together tipori 
thesofu, she put iier hand upon her stomach, and said, 
laughing, " Well, here we sit like Mary and Elizabethj 
" in the Bible." When she was bled, she used to press 
me always to be, and need to be quile angry that I would 
not, and whatever she thought good for herself, always 
recommended to roe. Her Royal Highness now took 
every occasion to estrange me from Sir John, by laughing 
at hiui, and wondering hiw I could beconleut with him, 
urged rae constantly to keep my own room, and not to 
continue to sleep with him, and said, if I had any more' 
children, she would have nothing more to say to me. 
Her design was evident, and easily seen through, and 
consequently averted. She naturally wished to keep us 
apart, lest, in a moment of conlidence, I should repeat 
what she had divulged, and if she estranged me from my 
husband, she kept me 10 herself. I look especial care, 
therefore, that my regard for him should not be under- 
mined. 1 never told him her situation, and, contrary to 
her wishes. Sir John and I remained upon the same happy 
terms we always had. 

It will scarcely be credited, {neverlheless it is strict!y 
true, and those who were preunt must avow it, or per- 
jure themselves) what liberty the Princess gave both to' 
her thoughts and her tongue, in resfiect to every part of 
the Royal Family. It was disgusting to us, beyond the 
power of Jangudge to describe, and upon such occasions 
we always believed and hoped she could not- be aware of 
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what the was talking abouti otherwiM common fiimilj 
aff^tiop^ comopon ^nse^ and common policy^ wonki 
ha,ve kept beir silent. She said before the two Fitzgeralds, 
Sir Sidney Smithy and oarselves,: that when Mr. Adding^- 
to^ bud bis house given him^ His Majesty did not know 
.what he ff^s abou^, and w^ved her hand round and round 
lier bead, laughing^ aod saying, ^ Cerlainly he did not; 
'f but tb(s Queen got twenty thousand, so that was all 
? ^ci'J well/'. W^ were alt at a loss, and no one said , 
wy .thing, . This was at n^y house one morning; the rest 
of the iporping passed in abusing Mr. Addinglon (now 
Lord Sidoioutb)^ and lier critiques upon him closed by 
¥ijipgi 'Vlt was not much wonder aPeace was not last* 
''ipgv^b^^ it w.^s mad^ by ^he son of a. quack doctor.'^ 
Before Miss Hamond> one evening at my house^ she said> 
^Prince William is going to Ku^ia, and there is to b^* 
<' a.grand alli^npe with a Russian Princess, but- it is not 
*' yejry likely a. Russian Princess will raarry the grandson 
''of a washerwoman.'' S.ir Sidney Smith, who was pre-^ 
wt^tf begged her pardon, asserted it was not so, and 
wished to stop her, but she. contradicted him, and en« 
tfred into all shi^ knew of. tlie private history of the Da« 
cbess-'Sj ^lothcrJ saying, " she was litei'ally a com moo 
'' washerwoman, and the Duchess need not to take so- 
''. mu^hpainf and not to expose her skin to the open airy 
*\ wbien.her.motber had been in it all day long.'' When 
she was gone,( Sir John was very much. disgusted, and 
said. Her conversation had been so low and ill-judged> 
and so mi|ch l>elow her, that he was perfectly ashamed of 
her, and she disgraced her station. Sir Sidney Smith 
agreed, and coolessed he was astonished, for it must b« 
couf<?ssed she was not deserving of her. station. After the 
Duke of Kent hud been so kind as to come and take leave- 
of her, before he Icist left England, upon the day I men-^ 
tionf d, she delivered her critique upon His Koyal High- 
nesiy saying, '^ He had th» mannerp of a Prince, but waS' 



" « disagrKuble man, and not lo be trusted, and lliat His 
" MajfBly liad told him, ' Now, Sir, when you go to 
" Gibrultar, do not mnke eucb a trade of it as you did 
" wlitjii you went to Halifax.' The Princess repeated, 
"Upon my honour it is true; the King said, ' Do not 
" make such a trade of it.' She went on to say, " the 
" Prince iit first ordered them alt to keep awny, but they 
" came now sometimes : however they were no loss, for 
" ihtre is not a man among them all whom any one can 
" make their friend." As 1 was with the Princess one 
moniing in her garden house, His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland waited upon her. As soon as he 
wns gone she said, " He was a foolish boy, and had been 
" asking ber a thousaad foolish questions." She then 
told me every word of his secrets, which he had been tell- 
ing her ; in particular, a long story of Miss Keppel, and 
that lie said, the old woman left theui together, and 
wanted to take him in, and Uietefore he had cut the con- 
itection. ^he said, she liked his countenance best, but 
fche could trace a little family likeness to herself; but for 
all the rest they were very ill made, and had plum-pud- 
ding faces, which she could not bear. His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of Cambridge was next ridiculed. She said, 
" he looked exactly like a sergeant, and so vulgar with 
"his ears full of powder." This was her Royal Hlgh- 
ness'a usual and favorite mode of amusing herself and her 
company. The conversation was always about men, 
praising the English men, reviling all English women, as 
being the ugliest creatures in the world,' and the worst, 
and always engaged in some project or another, as the 
impulse of ibe moment might prompt, without regard lo 
consequences or appenrances. Whether she amused 
other people in the same way, I know not, but she chose 
to relate lo ine every private circumstance she knew rela- 
tive to every part of the Royal Family, 'and also every 
tiling relative to her own, with such strange anecdotes. 
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and cifcumftfahkial acco\infs bFtbings [lUtit tiever are^tal^e^ 
of, /that I again rej^eat, I hope I shi\\ never liealf agaiq ; 
and I reraember once in my lying-in- robm,slie gavesuqii 
an account of Lady Anne Wyndha'm's marriage/ and all 
her husband said on the occasion, that Mrs. Fitzgerald 
sent her daughter out of the room, while her Rojaf High-* 
ness finished her story. Such was the person we 
found her Jloyal Highness the Princess of Wales, and 
as we continued to see her character and faults, feir Johi^ 
and mypelf more and more, daily and hourly, regretted 
that the woria could not see her as we did, and that hit 
Koyal Highness the trince oi Wales should have lost any, 
popularity^ when, from her own account (the only ac-. 
couqt we ever had) she was the aggressor from the begin* 
ningy herself a/o/ie, and I, as an humble individual, de- 
clare, that from the most heartfelt and unfeigned convic- 
tion, that I believe, if any other married woman had acted 
as her Royal Highness has done, I never yet have known 
a man who could have endured it; and her temper is so 
^rannical, capricious^ and furious, that no man un eartl^ 
vvjli ever bear it; and, in private life, any woman who 
^ad thus played and sported with her husbanci's comfort 
and her husband's popularity, woiild have been turned 
out of her house, or left by herself in it, and would de- 
servedly have forfeited her place in society* I therefore, 
a^in beg leave to repeat, from the conviction of my own 
unbiassed understanding, and the conviction of my own 
eyes, no human being could live with her, excepting her 
servants for their wages ; and any poor unfortunate wpnian 
like the Fitzgeralds, for their dinner; and I irust and bo|)e 

^ ■.-.• '■-••••■J 

her real character will sometime or another be displayed^ 
that the people of this country may not be imposed upon* 
The Princess was now sometimes kind and at otber$, 
churlish^, especially if I would not fall into her plans qi 
ridiculing Sir John. About this time, one day at (abl# 

*K 
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with lier, she began abusiag Lady RumbolJ (wlioin slie 
had invited to see her a few days before, to give her letters 
of recommcudation if slie went to Brunswick), and as the 
abuse was in tiie usual violent vulgar stile, and I had never 
seen Lady Rumbold but that one morning when she was 
her Itoyal Ilighness's guest, and cared nothing about 
her, I did not join in reviling her and Miss Rumbold. 
Sir Sidney Smith waa present, and as there appeared a 
great friendship between the Rumbolda' and hin), I 
thought it not civil to him to say any thing, and one al- 
ways conceives, in being quite silent, one must he safe 
from offending any party. I was, however, mistaken; 
for, observing nie silent, she looked at me in a dreadful 
passion, and s;\id, " Wliy don't you speak, Laily Douglan, 
I know you think her ugly as well as us — a vulgar common 
milliner ; Lord Heavens ! that she was ; and her daughter 
looks just like a girl that walk up the street." I suppose 
she expected, by this thundering appeal, to force me to 
join in the abuse ; hut it had a contrary effect upon me, 
I chose to judge entirely for myself, and I was determined 
I would not; therefore, when she had raved until she 
could go on no longer, I said I did not think her ugly ; 
it was a hiirsh term. — I thought her manner very bad, and 
that she was very ill-dressed ; but, when young, I tiiought 
she must have been a pretty woman. This was past her 
power of enduring, which I really did not know, or I 
would have remained silent. She fixed her eyes furiously 
upon me, and bawled out, " Then you're a liar, you're a 
liar, and the little child you're going to have will be a liar," 
I pushed my plate from mc, ea.t no more, and remained 
silent, and my first impulse was to push back my chair 
and quit the bouse, but the idea that I should break up 
the party from table, and make a confusion, and also my 
not being able to walk home, find my carriage not being 
ordered until night, left me in my chair. The conversa- 
tion was changed ; at last,Sir Sidney said again, '• Well, 
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these Ladies have had a severe trimming^ they had better 
not have come to Blackheath, and there sits poor Lady 
Douglas, lookingas if she were going to be executed.'* As 
I was very fax advanced in my pregnancy, it agitated mp 
greatly, and I remained aloof and very shy all the even* 
ing. When I afterwards wrote to Sir Sidney Smith fot 
Sir John, upon some common occurrence, 1 said, I do 
not like the Princess of Wales's mode of treating her, 
guests: he" ailing me a liar was an unpardonable thing, 
and if she ever speaks upon the subject to you, pray tell 
her I did not like it, and that if I had been a man, I would 
have rather died than endured it ; that it is a thing which 
never, by any chance, occurs to a Lady ; on a repetition 
of it I will give up her acquaintance. It seems Sir Sidney 
Smith spoke to the Princess upon the subject ; far two 
^ays before I was confined, she made me a morning visit 
with the two Fitzgeralds, and, after having sat a short 
time, said, •* I find you were very much affronted the 
other day at my house, when I called you a liar; I de- 
clare I did not mean it as an affront ; Lord Heavens ! in 
any other language it is ^considered a joke ; is it not Mrs* 
Fitzgerald ?" meaning, that in Germany it is a very good 
joke to call people liars (for Mrs. Fitzgerald does not 
know any language but German and English) ; Mrs. 
Fitzgerald absolutely said. Yes. They made me very ner- 
vous, and Iburfit into tears, and told the Princess I only 
wished her to understand such a thing was never done, 
and was far from desiring her to apologize to me; that I 
bad now forgiven and forgotten it, though I confess, at 
the time, I was very much hurt, and very much wounded; 
that as I never heard of its beiug thought a joke in any 
country, I was not in the least prepared to receive it in that 
light ; for that, in this country, ladies never used the ex« 
pression, and men only to shew their greatest contempt; 
that I never bore malice twelve hours in my life, Aid 
$here was an end of the matter. The Fitzgeralds sat h/. 



FcmeUmea u aD<ltence,approviDgby k)ok&; sometimes as 
onitois, begging ipe not to cry, (after tliey bad all made. 
8ie), and praiaiog Uer KoyaL Highness as the most magr 
naoiinous, amiable, good, beautiful, and gracious Pria- 
<;e8s in the world. In short, they tormented me till they 
made me quite hysterical ; and tlie Princess began then to 
be frightened, and tliey all got up to look about the looin 
for bajrtshorn, or something of that kind, to give me — 
the Princess cryriig, " Give heisomtthing, give her some- 
thing; Bhe is very much t-hook, and her nerves agitated ; 
she Will be taken ill." They gave me some water, I be- 
lieve,and I did all 1 could to recover niv spirits ; but I felt 
in pain, and Sir John came in soon alter, and as I knew 
it would hurry him if he saw me ill, I appeared as cheerful- 
as I could, and they all went away, the Princess taking 
no notice to him. Her Royal Highness had always said, 
she would be at my lying-in from the beginning to the 
end, and commanded me constantly to let her know, say- 
ing, " I have no tVar about me, and 1 would as soon come 
over the Heath in theuiitidle of the night as in the day; 
I shall liave a bottle of poit wine on a table to keep up 
your spirits, a tambourine, and Til make you sing." I was 
unwell all the night afttr her Royal Highness had been 
with me, and remained so all next day ; and next morn- 
ing, by six o'clockj was so ill, that Dr. Mackie, of 
Lewisham, who was to attend me, was sent Ibr. In the 
forenoon 1 begged Sir John to write a note to Montague 
House. whfreitsohap|ieued I was to have dined with the 
party. llf. wrote that I had a head-ache, and begged 
leave to remain at home, and the Princess believed it, and 
went to town ; but upon her return, at five o'clock in the 
ai'ieriioon, she called before she went home to dress, to ask 
after me,' and finding how it was,wanted to run up into the 
room, but Dr. Mai:kie said positively she should not 
come, and locked the door nt^arest him to keep her out. 
MissC'fiolmoadeley and Miss Fitzgerald were drove horae^ 
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s^nd.her Royal £(ighness and Mr^. Fitoger^ld stopped^ 
Upon my giving a loud shriek she flew in at the other 
door, and came to me, doing every thing she possibly 
could to assist me, and hek) my eyes and head. The mo« 
ment she heard the child's voice she left me, flew round 
to Dr. Mackie, pushed the nurse away, and received the 
child from Doctor Mackie, kissed it, and said no one 
should touch it until she had shewn it to me. Doctor 
Mackie was so confused and astonished, that, although 
an old practitioner he left the room, without givijag me 
any thing to recruit my strength and avert fainting, as is 
the custom, and the nurse gave me what she thought best; 
by which omission, however, I was not subject to faint 
away^ but it was certainly a new . mode o£ pioceeding 
where life/is at stake^ and shewed more curiosity than ten- 
derness for me. Before my little girl was brought to me^ 
I observed, -as her Royal Highness, stood holding it, that 
Mrs- Fitzgerald, the Nurse, and herself, were all intent, 
and.speaking together, a^ if there was something peculiar 
in its appearance; the circumstance alarmed me, fearing 
it was born with some defect, and I a^ked eagerly, to see 
if, ai|d if all was right Thfe Princess upon this brought 
it to me, and said it was a remarkable large fine child^ 
and tbpy were only looking at a mark, it had upon its left 
lir^ast, certainly a, very large one, and a lit^tleon its tcyes^ 
but it would go off, I recollected that, although I never, 
w^iep in a pre^nantstate, was subject to whiuDUS, longiiig^ 
a^ thinking it very troublespme and fooIis,h, yet I f^% 
obliged, in this instance^ to believe the okl*received'Opit 
niontp, be correct; for it happei^d, that during my vkut 
at, Montague House ii;i Marcli^ I was one Sunday, mom? 
ing very much incommoded by pams in rny chest and, stOi 
mach, and Her Royal Highness made Mrs. Sander give 
me some warm peppermint-water; there was raspberry* 
ice in the desert the s^me day, and I bad just began tq eat 
sQune^ when the PripcesB looked at me, a^d s^id^ My d^at 



Lady Douglas, jou have forgotten the pain you were in 
this morning: an'l, turning to her page, ordered him to 
loke awny my plate. 

(Signed) CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS. 

JOH\ DOUGLAS. 
In the presence of me, 
(Signed) 
AUGUSTUS rRKDERICK. . "• 

Dec. 3, ISOJ. '' 

A true Copy, ' 

(Signed") S. lihamfieia. 



Mr. CoIp, the page, removed, and I can never 

describe my disappointment, I was ahnost inclined to re- 
nionBtratp, although there was a large party of strangers, 
iiiid I did express a desire to retain it, but the Princess 
would not allow of it : and as she had ap|)oitited herself to 
ihe sole management of me, I was obliged to be quiet : 
Wyuncasinees, however, bet-'ameexlrenie, and forgetting 
every thing but the ice in question, I asked a Mr. Hamer 
who tat next to me, to be so good as to ask for some ice. 
and, by dint of asking him to do so, I at length induced 
liim.and atlast heasked Lady Townshend for some more 
ice. I immediately took my spoon, and stooping a Httle, 
80 that the flowers upon the plateau concealed me in part 
from the Princess, cat all Mr. Hamer's ice, while he 
looked on laughing, and put his plate a little nearer to 
me that it might not look so odd. The following day X 
eat eight glasses of raspberry-ice at once, and was very 
Well after it: and from that time sought it every where,and 
tat of it voraciously; and I cannot help attributing the 
marks of my little girl to the circumstance. Her Royal 
Highness then kissed me, begged me to send for her 
whenever! liked, andshe would come; desired I might 
'have plentj' of flannel about me, of which she had sent 
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tae-tome by Mrs, Fitzgerald, and then went home, la 
dinner. I know not what she said or did among her partjf 
at home, but Miss Cholmondeley often said she should 
oever forget the Princess on that day. All the month of 
August the Princess visited me daily ; in one of these 
visits, after she had sent Mrs. Fitzgerald ,away, she drew 
her chair close to the bed, and said, '^ I am deligt\ted to see 
how well and easily you have got through this affair; I, 
>¥ho am not the least nervous, shall make nothing at all 
of it. When you hear of my having taken cbjidren iii 
baskets from poor people, take no notice ; that is the way. 
I mean to manage: I shall take any that ofifer^ and the 
one I have will be presented in the sam^ way, which, as I 
have taken others, will never be thoughtany thing about." 
I asked her, bow she would ever get it out of the house ? 
but she said. Oh, very easily. I said it was a perilous bu-* 
siness ; I wpuld go abroad if I were her ; but she laughed 
at my fears, and said she had no doubt but of managing 
it all very well. I was very glad she did not ask me to 
assist her, for I was determined in my own mind never to 
do so, and she nevej did make any request of me, for 
which I was very thankful. I put the question to her^^ 
Who she would get to deliver lier ? but she did not answer 
for a minute, and then said, I shall get a person over ; Fll 
manage it, but never ask me about it; Sander was a good 
creature, and being immediately about her person and 
sleeping near her room, must be told ; but Miss Ghaunt • 
must be sent to Germany, and the third maid, a yoilog 
girl, kept out pf the way as well las they could. I sug- 
gested, I was afraid her appearance at St. Jameses coulcl 
not fail to be observed, and she would have to encounter 
^11 the Royal Family * Her reply was. That she knew 
how to manage her dress, and ^by continually increasing 
liarge cushions behind, no one would observe, and fortu« 
Ifiately the Birth-days were over, until she should have got 
rid of her appearance. In this manner passed all t^etime 



(rf my confinement, at the end of which she sent Mrs. 
Fitzgerald to attend me to Church, and when I went to 
pay my duty to Her Royal Highness, after I weniabroad 
again, she told me, wheceTerl was quite stout, she would 
have the child christened, that she meant to staud in per- 
ion, and I must find another godmother; Sir Sidney 
Smith frfwld be tlie godfather. I named the Duchess ^ 
Athol, as a very amiable woman, of suitable rank, and 
twd, that as there had been a long friendship betwixt Sir 
John's family and the Athol family, I knew it would be 
■very agreeable to him. Finding th-^y were gone to Scot- 
land, we wrote to ask her Grace; and she Wiote word she 
would stand godmother with grfat pleasure, and enclosed 
ten guineas for the nurse. Thf Princess invited Sir Sidney 
Smith, and Mr. an:! Mrs. Spencer Smith, and Baron Her- 
bert, and Sir John Douglas, to dine with her. Miss 
Cholniondeley and the two Fitzgeralds were with her 
Royal Hi-j'hntsB, and in the evening they all came; I 
■tdid at liome to receive her. The Clergyman from 
Lewisham christened the child; the Princess named it 
Caroline Sidney. As soon as he was gone (which was 
shortly after the ceremony was over), the Princess sat 
down upon the carpet — a thing she was very fond bt 
doing, in preference to sitting upon the chairs, saying-,! 
was the pleasantest lively affair altogether she had e 
known. She chose to sit upon tite cnrpct (lie i 
evening, while we all sat upon the chaij -■. Her 1 
Highnesswas dressed in the lace dress which. I 
wore at Frogmore fet^— pearl 
armbands, a pi-arl bandeau round h 
lace veil. When supper was a 
ness went in and took the 
amazing supper of c 
she would have serve* 
them togetlier. 
•f the party to rad 
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and^5pi^& as ever; said, that I had such sh^rp eyes, I • 
found her out in everything, adding, Oh ! she found me 
but one day in such a thing when I was at luncheon, and 
gave me a look which was so expressive,that I was sureshd" 
knew. This speech, which she, between herself and 
me, was algebrst to the party; I did not^ know what to 
do, but I saw the secriet cost her dear to keep, and she wasf 
ready to betray it to any one she metj^ by the strange things' 
she said and did; I laughed and said, if my eyes have 
been too observing I am sorry, I never intended them to 
be; I cannot beqiiite so pblite as to say, ** if my sight 
Offends I will put it but," because I think with Sheridan, 
that the prejudice is strongly in favour of two; but depend 
tipOn it, at all future luncheonis t will do nothing but eatl 
She was in great spirits, staid until two o'clock in the 
morning, and then, attended by Miss Cholmondeley anil 
tbe Fitzgeralds, wfent hom6. Her Royal Highness's civi- 
lities continued ; she desired me constantly to bring my 
children to Montague House, and also the infant ; and 
iwhen I would have retired to suckle it, she would not 
Buffer me,but commanded me to do it in the drawing-room 
where she was; and she came with her ladies visitingme 
both mornings and evetiings, and nursing little Caroline 
for hours together. I saw now the Princess had told Mrs, 
Sander^ who, I believe, was a very quiet good kind of wo- 
man, and h6r countenance was full of concern and anxiety. 
She appeared desirous of speaking to me, and was un- 
usually obsequious : but the Princess always watched 
us both close; if Sander came into a room, and I went to- 
wards her, the Princess came close, or sent one or another 
away, so tiiat I could never speak to her. The Princess 
had now quarrelled with Sir Sidney Smith,.to ' whbm 6|i8 
had been so partial, and to every part of whose family sbfe 
bad been so kind, telling us constantly that she liked 
them 9ll, because old Mr. Smith had sated the Duke of 
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Brunswick'9 life. As Sir John was Sir Sidney's friead, 
she therefore was shy of us all, and we saw little of her — 
but on the 30th of October I went to call upon her before 
I left Blackheath, and met her Royal Highness just re- 
turned from church, walking before her own house witli 
Mrs. Fitzgerald and her daughter, dressed in a long Spa- 
nish velvet cloak and an enormous niufT, but which toge- 
ther could not conceal the state she was in, for I saw di- 
rectly she was very near her time, and think I must have 
seen it if I had not known her situation. She appeared 
morose, and talked a little, but did not ask to go in, ami 
after taking a few tunvs returned home. In about a fort- 
night we received a note, the Princess requesting neitlier 
Sir John or 1 to go to Montague House, as her servants 
were afraid somt; of the children she had taken hud the 
measles, and if any infection rtniained about tlie house, 
wc niigiitcarry it toour child. We wroteanoteexpres- 
sive of our thanksfor her obliging precautions, and that 
we would not go to .Montague House, until we had the 
honor of receiving her Royal Highness's commands. The 
Princess never sent for us, and when I left my card befoie 
I went to pass Christinas in Gloucestershire, I was not 
admitted; so ihal I iiei'cr saw her after the XSth" of Octo- 
ber; but I heard the report fd' her having adopted an in- 
fa-it, and Miss Fitzgerald told it me as she rode past mV 
housi-, but would nut cOrne \a,J'orfear she should bring the 
measles. Upon my return to lilackheath in Januury, 
I called to pay my duly. I fuund her packing a small 
black box, and an infant sleeping on a sofa, with a 
piece of scarlet cloth thrown over it. She appeared con- 
fused, and hesitated whetiier she should be rude or kind, 
but recovering lierseif, chose to be the latter; said, she 
was happy to see me, and then taking me by the hand led 
me to the sofa, and uncovering the child, said. Here is 
the little boy, I hid him two days after I saw you last; is 
not it a nice little child? the upper part of his iace is veiy 
•30lli. 
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fine. She was going to have said more, when Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald opened the door and came in. The Princess con- 
sulted what I had better have, what would be good fqr 
me. I declined any thing, but she insisted upon it I 
should have some soup, atid said, my dear Fitzgerald^ 
pi-ay go out and otder some nice brown soup to be brought 
here for Lady Douglas. I saw from this the Princess 
wished to have spoken to me more fully, and Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald saw it likewise, for instead of obeying, she ruog 
the bell for the «oup, and then sat down to tell me the 
v^hole fable of the child having been brought by a ptoor 
woman from Deptford, whose husband bad left her, that 
Mr. Stikeman the Page, had the honour of bringing it in, 
that itwas a poor little ill-looking thing when first brought, 
but now, with «uch great care, was growing very pretty, 
and X\^zt as Her Royal Highness was so good, ajtrd had 
taken the twins (whose father would not let them remain) 
And taken this, all the poor people would be bringing 
children. The Princess now took the child up, and I 
was entertained the whole morning by seeing it fed, and 
every service of every kind performed for it by Her Royal 
Highness the Princess of Wales. Mrs. Fitzgerald aired the 
napkins, and the Princess put them on; and from this 
time the drawing-rooms at Montague House, were litei» 
i'ally in the stile of a common nursery. The tables wene 
covered with spoons, plates, feeding.boats^ and clothes, 
round the fire ; napkins were hung to air, »nd the marhU 
hearths were strewed with napkins which were taken from 
the child ; for, very extraordinary to relate, this was a 
part of the ceremony Her Rdyat Highness was particur 
larly tenacious of always performing herself (et the com* 
pany be who they might At first the child slept witl^ 
her she told me, but it made her nervous, and therefor^ 
a nurs^ was hired to assist in taking charge of it, and for 
him to sleep with. The Princess said one day to me ts 
ahe was nursing bim, he had a little milk for twoor threi 
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day*, but itdid not do, so we bring Lim upby hand witlj 
all kind of nourishing thing&, and you see how well he 
thri»es; so that i really alwayasupposed she had attempt- 
ed to suckle it. Another time she shewed me bis l^and, 
which has a pink mark upon it, and said, itwas\ery sin- 
gular both our children should be marked, and she 
thought her child's came from her having some wine 
- thrown on her liand, for she did not look much at little 
Caroline's mark. The Princess now adopted a new mode 
of inviting us to see her. She would invite either Sic 
John or I, hut never both together as formerly. I conclu- 
ded from this, that as she fouud it so diflficult to keep 
even her onn secrtt, she could ill inyigine I had been able 
to l;'.ji hun, and therefore upder the impression that by 
that lime I must have told Sir John, did not like to meet 
boih our eyca; and if she saw Sir John without me, could 
better judge by his looks and manner whether I had di- 
vulged or not, I conclude she was at length satisfied 
I had not: for we were one morning both invited again 
in the fornipr manner, to a breakfast, and as it was a very 
curiously urraiigud party, I will put down the names, for 
to the pcirioii who IS to peruse this detail, it will confirm 
the idea i\vi< Her Royal Highness cannot always know 
correctly wbatshe is about. When weentered, the Priu- 
cesB was sitting upon the sofa, elegantly dressed in a white 
and silver drapery, which covered her bead and fell all 
over her person, and she had her little boy upon her 
knee plcpaully dressed likewise The guests were. Her 
Koyal IJigluicss Princess Charlotte of Wales, with Miss 
Hunt, her Covemess, Captain Manby, of the Navy, Mr. 
Spencer Smith, the Fitzgeralds, and ourselves. She got 
up and nursed the child, and carrying it to Sir John, said, 
" lUre, Sir John, this is the Deptford boy, I suppose 
" ynii li:ive heard I have taken a little child." Sir John 
otily said, Vcs, he had, and it seemed a fine baby. She 
Kfiued pleased and satisfied that 1 had D<}t told btoi, and 
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jbhen Bat down to table, putting a chair fpr Princely 
Charlotte on her right hand^ taking nie by the hand an<| 
putting me on her left hand, told Captain Manby to sit a^ 
the t;op> and Mr. Speqcer Smith at the bottom, and Sir 
John and the Fit^^eralds faced M£« Princess Charlotte 
had a plain dinner prepared for her in another room, ac** 
jcording to custom, and came in when our desert was 
placed, when We all sat down again as we were sitting, 
except Mis9 Hunt, lyho was never , ordered to sit, but 
stood a few yards from Princess Charlotte* About five 
o'clock Her Royal Highness rose from table, the little 
boy wag brought in again. Princess Charlotte played with 
it, and the Princess pf Wales wished all* of us a good 
morning, and we broke up, totally at a loss to conceive 
livhat amusement it could be to collect us together. This 
breakfast was a kind of finale. We had very little inter- 
course. Her Royal Highness would walk past our house, 
for the express purpose of shewing she did not mean to 
come in, and when we did ^ee her she always abused Sir 
Sidney Smith* Often said, she wondered I liked, to live 
at such a dull place as Blackheath, and in short, gave us 
bints we pould not misunderstand, that she wanted us 
away. At this time Sir John received a letter from his 
division, expressive of the General's wish that he would 
go to Plymouth, and therefore (without an Admiralty 
Order) he determined to go to emancipate ourselves from 
the Princess of Wales, and as 'soon as we could dispose of 
the furniture, I foUow^ed him, leaving 'the house empty, 
which was ours three months after I quitted it The-day 
Sir John was to set off, the Princess walked to our house, 
and though his trunks were in the room, and he was oc* 
cupied, would have him sit down and talk to her, orer- 
povDering him and myself now with kindness, and said, 
she could eat something. She did so, staid four hours in 
Ihe house, and at parting, took Sir John by both hands, 
iwrished him every good v^rish, and begged l^m always tp 



recollect how happy she should be to sec him a^nin, and 
that she would be vtry kind to mt in hi% ahstnce ; however, 
after lie was gone, slie never came near me, or oiFered 
nie any kind of civility whatsoever. When I was upon 
tlip eveof tleparlure, cnlied upon her Hnd took her god- 
daughter and my other little girl with me. She was al- 
niosl uncivil, and paid tittle or no attention if I spoke. I 
said the children were with me, but she did not answer, 
and after speaking four or five hours very unplensantly, 
suffering all the unpleasant feeling of being where I had 
been courted and idolized, I begged permission at last to 
go away. When I wi-nt out, to my surprise, I found the 
children had been kept in the passage near the frontdoor, 
M'itli the door open to Blackheath, in a December day, 
■\vitb four opposite doors opened and shut upon them, in- 
stead of heins taken (o the housekeeper's room, as they 
always had been. My maid had at length begged the 
Ibotman logo to a fire, as the children cried dreadfully, 
and were very cold. I understand the man was a foot- 
man, of the name of Gaskin, I think, and his answer was, 
jf llie children are cold, you can put them back into the 
(.arringe, and warm them. I took them home inimedi- 
ntcly, iind was inclined to return and ask why they had 
been thu^all of a sudden treated with this brutality and 
impertinence, and which was doubly cruet in Sir Johp's 
absence; but I deferred going until I meant to take my 
filial leave, which I did on tlie following Sunday. Doctor 
Buniaby was standing in the hall with every thing pre- 
pared for the Princess lo receive the sacramcnL I was 
ii^heretl through notwithsta riding, and the footmen 
seemed to go to and fro as much at their ease, as if no 
such thing was preparing. She was standing in thedraw- 
riii:; room, and received rae with Mrs. Lisle and Mrs. 
Viii-.geralJ. I-said I should have been gone before, had 
it bfcn in iny power, and in compliance with her com- 
munds, had tome to take mv leave. She did not ask me 
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Ipoit down^ but said — God bless you ;'good bye. I then* 
said, I was much concerned I bad brought my little girlg, 
^ few days past, and that I should never have done so, 
but from her Royal Highnesd*s repeated desire. She said,; 
she was sorry ; and asked, who used them so. I told her, . 
one of her livery servants, and Sir John would not like to 
hear of it. Her Royal Highness said, stop a moment; 
flew past me through the hall where Doctor Bumnby 
stood waiting for her, up to her own room, and returnc4 
with a white-paper box, pushing it into my hand — 
Godbless you, my dear Lady Douglas. I said, I wished' 
to decline taking any thing, that my object in coming: 
^here was to offer her my duty, and tell her how ill my 
children had been used. I could not conceive how any 
fioptman could use the freedom of treating Sir Joha*s 
children so, unless he bad been desired. She only 
answered, " Oh! no, indeed: goodbye." I attempted, 
to put the box into her hands, saying I had rather not 
have it; but she dro[ft her hands and turned away. I 
therefore washed Mrs. Lisle and Miss Fitzgerald good 
morning, and went away. Doctor Burnaby spoke to me 
as I passed him, and, looking back, I saw her Royal 
Highnesses head ; she wasrlooking out after me, to see if 
she bad fairly got rid of me, and laughing immoderately 
at Dr. Burnaby in his gown, I quitted her house, re- 
served never to re-enter it but for forms-sake, and wrote 

• 

ber word, that as I bad long been treated rudely, and my^ 
children, whom she courted to her house, were now iu«. 
suited there, 1 felt a dislike to accepting a present thrown 
at me, as it were, undeir such unpleasant circumstances; 
that 1 had not untied the box, and requested she would 
permit me to return it; and that as I was an English Gen« 
tlewoman, and defied ber to say she bad ever seen a single 
impropriety, in my conduct, I would never suffer myself 
to be ill used without a clear explanation. The Princess 
Wf9t« back a most haughty imperious reply^ desiring me to 



keep ttie box, sfiled herself Princess of Wales in almost 
every line, and insulted me to such a degree, that I re- 
turne<l an answer insisting upon her explaining herself. 
This she relitrned me unopenpd, saying, she would not 
open my scLorid letter, and had therefore seat it to me to 
put in the fire, and thai she was ready to put the matter 
in oblivion, as she desired me to do, wished me and my 
dtar little children well, andshould at all times be glad to 
see her former neighbour. I did as she desired, and went 
away atChristmaswithout ever seeing or hearing more of 
Her Royal Highness, and found in llie paper box a gold 
necklace, with a medallion suspended from it of a mock. 

Thus ended my intercourse, for the present, with the 
Princess of Wales, and theyear 1803- 

When we resided in Devonshire, seeing by the papers 
that Her Royal Highness was ill, we sent a note 'of en- 
quiry to the lady in waiting, which was answered very po- 
litely, and even in a friendly manner by Her Royal High- 
ness's orders. Upon the arrival of the Duke of Sussex 
from abroad, Sir John returned to town to attend him, and 
when wedrove to Blackheatli to see our friends, I leftmy 
card for Her Rdyal Highness, who was visiting Mr. Can- 
ning; the inoiiient she returned home she commanded 
Mrs. Vernon to send me word never to repeat my visits 
to Blackheath. I gave Sir John the note, and must con- 
fess, accustomed as 1 had been to her haughty overbearing 
caprice, yet this exceeded my belief of what she was ca- 
pable of, being so inconsistent with her two last letters; 
but the fact was, she thought we were gone aljove 200 
miles from her, and should be these for many years, and 
she never calculated upon the return of His Royal High- 
ness the Duke of .Sussex, having very often told me His 
Royal Highness would never live in England, iu His Ma- 
jesty's life-time; that she was certain of that, and had 
reasons for knowing it; and Sir John would never have 
him here. I suppose she had takenthis intoher head, be- 
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catwe she wished it; and,therefore, the return of His Royal 
Highness was a mortal death-blow to all lier hopes on 
this score; and when she found that His Royal Highness 
was not .6nly returned, but that Sir John was in at- 
tendance, aiid that His Royal Highness was in Carlton 
House, where Sir John might see, and have the honour 
of being made known to the Prince of Wales, her fear and 
tdgt got the better of every prudent consideration, and she 
commanded Mrs. Vernon to dismiss me as I hate men- 
tioned. Had the Princess of Wales written to me herself, 
and told me, in a civil manner, that she would thank me 
to keep away, I should have acquainted her, that I wished 
and desired to do so, and had only called for the sake of 
appearances, and there the matter would have ended; un- 
less I had ever been called upon (as I ^m now) by His Ma- 
jesty, or the Heir Apparent In thatcase^BiS in this, I 
should havem^de it my sacred duty to have answered, as 
Upon my oath ; but the circumstance of being driven out 
of her house by the hands of the lady in waiting, as if I 
had deserved itj and as if I were a culprit, was wounding 
one With a poisoned arrow, which left the Wound to fester 
after it had tofn an4 stabbed me; it was a refinement in 
insult, for the Princess had always been in the habit of 
writing to me herself^ and had commanded me never to 
hold intetcourse with her through her ladies, but alt:ay% 
directly to herself ; and so particular were her directions 
and permission upon this head, that she told me never to 
put my letters under cover, but always direct them to her- 
self. I felt so miseralje, that Mrs. Vernon, to Whom I 
was known, and for whom Sir John and myself had an 
esteem^ should think ill of me, and I therefore wrote to 
the Princess, saying, "From the moment she judged 
proper to come into my family; I had always c/oiiducted 
myself towards Her Royal Highness with the respect her 

high station demanded ; and that when she forced her 

♦ M 
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secrets upon mci I ha<;l (whatsoever my seuliments were) 
kept ihem most honourably tor her, never yethaving even 
tolil Sir John, although I gave him my full confidence in 
all other things ; nor had I even, iindcT my present "^jgra- 
valioii, imparled it, or meant; — that after auch generous 
condutt on my part, I was at a loss to conceive what she 
proposed to /icmZ/by persecuting me ; that I was afflicted 
at beini; so placet! in the opinion of a good vroman, like 
Mrs. Vernon, and who was tree to say what she pleased 
upon the subject everi/ uhtre ; that it was half as bad to be 
l/iougkt ill of as to deserve it ; and that [ would wait upon 
Mrs. Vernon, and dt-tail to her a circumstantial account of 
fvery tiling which had occurred since I had known her 
Hoyal lliglinesa ; and I would acquaint my husband and 
family with the same, and leave them, and the circle of 
my friends, to judge betwixt her Koyal Highness and 
myself; that 1 would not lie under an imputation of hav- 
ing done wrong; and I look my leave of Her Royal 
Highness^*"" '^^i only first regretting I had ever known 
liur. and thankful to be emancipated from Montague 
House, and that she o«ed it to me to have, at least, dis- 
missed lue in a civil manner, by her own handi" This 
letter her Ruyal Higlinesa returned unopened ; but, fronn 
its appfnranie, I had strong reason to believe she had 
read it. 1 was resolved, however, if she had not, she 
should be taught better, as she might not treat any other 
person so ill as she had me, and my mind was bent upon 
speaking to Airs. A'ernon; I was nearly certain, if I wrote 
to Mi's. Vernon, the Prinecsa would make her send my 
letter back, aiiil therelbie 1 wrote Mrs. Fitzgerald nearly 
a copy of what I sent her Royal Highness, and called 
upon hrr, as she had been always present, to say, it" she 
ever saw any thing in my bc-liaviour lo justify any rude- 
ness towards me ; that I was precisely what the Princess 
found me, v?lien the Princess walked up lo her kneet i« 
f'lomtoieti my acqua'ni'uiKt, and precisely the samt hi- 
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divtaual whom she had thought' worthy of the strongest 
proofs of her friendship, and whose lying-in she had at- 
tended in so particular a naanner,and bad thought worthy 
of shedding tears over; that Her Royal Highness had 
thought proper to confide in me a secret, of very serious 
importance to herself; and I would not, after acting in 
the most honourable manner to her, be dismissed by a 
lady in waiting ; and I meant to be at Montague House, 
and have a satisfactory conversation with Mrs. Vernon; 
and therefore she would be so good as acquaint Her Roy- 
al Highness with the contents of my letter, or lay it before 
Her Royal Highness. Mrs. Fitzgerald sent back a con- 
fused note, saying, she could not shew the Princess my 
letter, unless she was called upon; and wh^hshe opened 
it her disappointment was great, for she expected to have 
found respectful inquiries after Her Royal High ness's* 
finger (which was hurt when she went to see Mr. Can- 
ning), and that I might make my mind easy, ns ladies in 
waiting never repeated any thing ; and she was astonished 
I had thrown out such a hint. A day or two after a note 
was sent to Sir John, as if nothing had happened, request* 
ilig him to go to Montague House. The servant who 
brought it drove Mrs. Vernon from Blackheath home to her 
own house in town, and I have no doubt it will be found 
(if inquiry is made) that Mrs. Vernon was put prematurely 
out of her waiting, lest I should explain with her. Sir 
John obeyed Her Royal Highness's summons, and she 
received him in the most gracious pleasant manner, tak^ 
ing as much pains to please and flatter him now as she had 
formerly done by me, and began a conversation with him 
relating to a General Innes, of the Marines, whom the 
Admiralty thought proper, with many others, to put upon 
the retired list ; she exprest an ardent desire to get that.' 
officer reinstated, and consulted .Sir John, as belonging to ' 
the same corps, how she could accomplish such an under- 
taking. Sir John listened to her attentively, and jinade 
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Ijer short and vrry polile answers, aciiiiaindug lier iio 
»uub thing wiis ever done. She then said she must speak 
to Lord Mdville about it, as it was a liardcase. Thelun< 
clieod was then aunounced, and she ordered Sir John to 
attend lierit'if and the ladies. Sir Joliii found Mrs. Ver- 
non was sent oil*, and a lady was there whom he did not 
Know, but thought was Lady Carnarvon. When they 
were all seated Sir John remained on his legs, ami she 
looked anxiously at him, and said," My dear Sir John, 
sit down and eat." He boweil, with distant respect, and 
said, he could not eat; that lie was desirous of returning 
to town; and if Her Royal Highness had no further busi- 
ness with him, he would beg leave lo go. The Princess 
looked quite disconcerted, and t.aid. What not eat anything, 
not sit down ; pray take a glass of wine then. He bowed 
again as before, and repeated that he could neither eat 
nor drink. Well then, she eaid, " Come agji[u soon, my 
dear Sir John; always glad to see you," Sir John made 
nq reply, bowed and left the room. I now received, by 
the twopenny post, a long anonymous letter, written, by 
this restless mischievous person, the Princess of Wales, in 
which, in lauguage which any one who had ever heard 
her speak, would have known tobehers, she called me all 
kind of names, impudent, «//y,fr/-e(c/icii, wigratefut, and 
illiteral [meaning illiterate], she tells me to take that, and 
it will mend iry ill temper, &c. &c. &c. and says, she is a 
person high in this government, and has often an oppor- 
tunity of* freely with His Majesty, and she thinks my 
conduct authorizes her to tel3 him o^, and that she is my 
only true and integer friend. Such is the spirit ofthis fo- 
reigner, which would have disgraced a house-maid to have 
written, and it encloses a fabricated anonymous letter, 
which she pretends to have received, and upon which she 
built her doubts and disapprobation of me, as it advises her 
not to trust me, for that I am indiscreet, and tell every 
body tliat the child she took from Deptford, was her own. 

* So in rbe autheDIiCAtcd copy j aoTDe words Mem omitted. 



Tbe ^hole construction of both tbese epistles, from be* 
ginniqg to end» are evidently that of a foreigner, and a 
very ignorant one, and«the Tulgdrity o£ it is altogether 
quite ^hocking. In one part she exclaims that she did 
not think I should have had the impudence to come on her 
door again, and tells me 'tis for my being indiscreei and 
fjtot having allowed ker to call me a liar^ that she treats me 
Mtu, and that I would do vftll to remember the story of 
Henry the EightKs. QMe(n» and Lady Douglas. I was in« 
stantly satisfied it was from her Royal Highness the Prin<» 
^ss of Wals, and that Mrs« Fitzgerald had shewn her 
my letter, and this was her answer to it. I inOmediately 
carried it to Sir John Douglas, who said he was sure it 
came froifi the Princess, and he shewed it to Sir Sidney 
Smith, who said, every word and expression in it were 
those which the Princess of Wales constantly, used. Sir 
John desired me now to give him a full explanation of 
what her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales had con* 
fided to me, and whether I had ever mentioned it. I- 
gave him my solemn word of honour it had never passed 
my lips^ and I was only now going to utter it at his posi- 
tive desire. That Her Royal Highness- the Princess of ^ 
Wales told me she was with child, and that it came to* 
life at Lady Willoughby's, that if she v^as discovered she 
would give the Prince of Wales the credit, for she slept 
at Carlton House twice the year she was pregnant ; that 
she often spoke of her situation, compared herself and ^ 
me to Mary and EK2abetbt and told, me when she shewed- 
me the child, tbat-it was the little boy she had two days 
after I last saw her, that was the 30th of October ; there- 
fore her son was born upon the 1st of November, andl. 
take a'retrpspect view of things after I knew the day o£ 
his births apd found Her Royal Highness must have gonei 
down stairs and dined with all the Chancellors about the? 
foMrth day after she was delivered, with the intention if 
discovered of having them all to. say they dined withber* 



in perfect health so early in November, that it coiHd not 
be. Sir John recollected all her whinjB, and went over 
her whole conduct, and he firmly believes her to be the 
tnotficr of the reputed Deptford child. 1 tlien acquainted 
him of the pains slie had taken to estrangt^ my mind and 
aflections from him, and lie saw her piusuit ofnow chang- 
ing sides, and endeavouring to estrange him from me, 
lest il'we lived in a happy state of confidenL-e, I might 
make known her situation to him ; and weagreed, that as 
we had no means of communicating at present with His 
Majesty, or tlie Heir Apparent, we miisi wait patiently 
until calkd upon to bring forward her cnnduct, as there 
seemed IJltU- doubt we should one day he. Findiug that 
Sir John Doushis did not choose to visit where his wife 
was discarded and hurt in the estimation of her acquain- 
tance, her fury became so unbounded, that she sought 
what she could do most atrocious, wicked, and inhuman, 
she reached her* it would seem, and the result 

was, she made two drawings with a pen and ink, and 
sent them to us by the twopenny post, representing nie 
as having disgraced myself with his old friend Sir Sidney 
Smith. They are of the most indecent uatiire, .drawn- 
with lier own hand, and words upon them in her own 
hand-writing. Sir Jolin, Sir Sidney, and myself, can all 
swear point blank without a moment's hesitation ; and if 
Her Royal Highness is a subject and amenahle to tiie laws 
of this country {and I conceive her to be so) she ought to 
be tried and judged by those laws for doing thus, to throw 
firebrands Into the bosom of a quiet family. My hus- 
band, with that cool good sense which has ever marked 
his character, and with a belief in my innocence, which 
nothing but facts can stagger (for it is founded upon my 
having been faithful to him nine years before we were 
married, and seven years since), aa well as his long ac- 
quaintance with Sir Sidney Smith's character anil disposi- 
tion, and having seen the Princess of Wales's loose and 
* AblaDkin the i-uilieiilicated copy. 
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viqcms character, put the letters in his pocket, and went 
instantly to Sir Sidney Smith. Sir Sidney was as much 
astonished as we had been. Sir John then told him, he 
piit the question to him, and expected an answer such as 
an officer and gentleman ought to give to his friend : Sir 
Sidney Smith gave Sir John his hand, as bis old friend 
and companion, and assured him, in the most solemn 
toanner; as an officer and gentlen(lan,that the whole was 
the most audacious and wicked calumny ; and he would 
swear to its being the hand-writing of the Princess of 
Wales; and that he believed Lady Douglas to be the same 
virtuous domestic woman he thought her, when Sir John 
first mad^ him known to her. Sir Sidney added, " t 
fteversaid a word to your wife, but what you might have 
heard ; and had Ibeen so base as to attempt any thingof 
the kind under your roof, I should deserve for you to shoot 
me like a mad dog. I amready to go with Lady Douglas 
and youself, and let U3 ask her what she means by it; 
confront her." Accordingly Sir John wrote ^ note to the 
lady in waiting, w.hich was to this eftect: " Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, and Sir Sidney Smith, present 
their compliments to the lady in waiting, and request she 
will have the goodness to^ say to Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales, that they are desirous of having an au*^ 
dience of Her Royal Highness immediately." We re- 
ceived no answer to this note; but, in a few days, ap 
answer was sent to Sir Sidney Smith, stating, that Her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales was ihuch indis- 
posed and could not see any one at present. This was di- 
rected to Sir Sidney Smith, at our house, although he 
did not live there. This was an acknowledgipent pf her 
guilt: she could not face us ; it was satisfactory to us all, 
for it said-^I am the author, let me off; but to make 
one's satisfaction upon this the more perfect, and to warn 
l\erof the danger she runsof discovery, when she did sufch 



flagrant things, I wrote the undtfr-written not* and put 
it into tbe Post Office, directed to herself. 
'* Madam, 
"I received your former anonymous letter safe ; also 
"your two last, with drawings. 

" I am. Madam, 

" Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) " CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS." 



It appears evident that Har Royal Highness received 
this safe, and felt how she had committed herself, for, in. 
Btead ol' returning it in the old style, she sent for his Royal 
Highness tlie Duke of Kent, and requested him to send 
for Sir Sidney, and by the post Sir Sidney received an ano- 
nymous letter, say ing.the writer of that wished foraocivil 
dissenlinns, and that there seldom was a difference where, 
if the parties wished it, they could not arrange matters. 
SirSidney Smith brought this curious letter to shew Sir 
John, and we were all satisfied it was from Her Royal 
Highness, who, thinking Sir Sidney and Sir John might, 
by this time, becuttingeach other's throats, sent very gra- 
ciously to stop them ; in short, she called them civil dit- 
tentioiu. His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, being 
employed to negotiate, sent for Sir Sidney Smitli, and ac- 
quainted him, that he was desired byHer Royal High- 
ness to say, that she would see Sir Sidney Smith in the 
course of a few days, provided, when he came to her, he 
avoided all disagreable disi-usstons]whatsoever. His Royal 
Highness the Duke of K.ent then sought from Sir Sidney 
an explanation of the matter; SirSidney Smith, then 
gave the Duke of Kenl. a full detail of circumstances, 
and ended by saying, " We all could, and would, swear 
the drawings and words contained in those covers were 
written by the Princess of Wales ; for, ag if she were fully 
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•V> convict Iverself, she had sealed one of the covers with 
the identical seal she had used upon the cover, v\^hen she 
summoned Sir John to luncheon at Montague House.* 
His Roynl Highness the Duke of Kent, finding what a 
scrape she had entangled herself in^ exclaimed, " Abomi- 
nable! foolish, to be sure ; but Sir Sidney Smith, as this^ 
matter, if it makes a noise, may distress his Majesty, and 
be injurious to his health, I wish Sir John and Lady 
Douglas would (at least for the present) try to forget it; 
and if my making them a visit wx»ald be agreeable, and 
soothe their minds, I will go with all my hearty though I 
am not yet acquainted with them* and I will speak fully 
%o the Princess of Wales, and point out to her the danger 
ef doing such things ; but, at all events, it would be very 
injurious to His Majesty's health, if it came to his ears 
just now." Sir Sidney Smith came from His Royal High-* 
aess the Duke of Kent to us, and delivered His Royal 
Highness*s message. Sir John declined all negotiation; bjiut 
told Sir Sidney Smithy that he was empoweiied to say to 
the Duke of Kent firom him, that of whatsoever extent bp 
might * his injuries* and however anxious h^ 

might be to seek justice, yet when he received suph axji 
intimation from one of the Royal Family, he would cer- 
tainly pause before betookany of those measures be mo^ 
to take; and if that was the case, and His Royal Higl)« 
Bess the Dqjje of Kent was desirous of bis being quijet;, 
lest His Majesty's health or peace might be disturbed by 
it, his duty, and his attachment to his Sovereign were so 
s'mcere, that he would bury (for the present) his private' 
calamity, for the sake of His Majesty's repose and the pub,, 
lie good ; but he begged to be clearly understood, that he 
•did not mean to bind himself hereafter, but reserve to him- 
self a full right of exposing the Princess of Wales, when 
he judged it might be done with greatest effect, and when 
it was not likely to disturb the repose of this country. 

* So tnihe airthenticatcil copy. v 

'* N 
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Sir Sidney Smith told us that he had delivered Kir 
John's message, «rAfl(im, to the Duke of Kent; and, a 
short time afterwards, his Royal Highness conmmudeJ Sir 
John and Sir Sidney to dine witii him at Ktnsiiigton Pa- 
lace ; but the Duke of Kent did not speak to Sir John 
upon the subject, and the matter rested there, and would 
have slept for a time, had not the Princess of Wales re- 
TOmmeuced a fresh torrent of outrage against Sir John ; 
and liad he not discovered, that she was attempting to 
undermine his and Lady Douglas's character. Sir John, 
therefore, was compelled to communicate his situation t» 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, in order that 
he mi£;ht acquaint the Royal Family of the manner tha 
Princess of Wales was proceeding in, and to claim His 
Miyesty'sanii tlie Heir Appnrenl's protection. His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, with thai goodness and con- 
sideration Kir John expected from him, has informed His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, who sent Sir Joha 
word, that " He desired to have a full detail nf all that 
passed during iheir acquaintance with iler Boyal High- 
ness the Princess of Wales, and how ihty became known 
to her, it apjitaring to the Heir Apparent, from the re- 
preseniation of His Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, 
that His Majesty's d-arest interests, and those of this 
country, were very deeply involved, in the question ; His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has commanded 
them to be very circumstantial in. thc-ir detail resjjecliii^ 
all they may know relative to the child the Princess of 
Wales aftected to ado-it. Sir Joim and Laily Douglas re- 
peat, that, being so called upon, they leei it their duty to 
detail what they know, for the information of His Miiji'&ty 
and the Prince of Wales, and they have so done, as upon 
oath, after hiiving very seriously considered the matter, 
and are ready to authenticate whatever they have said, if 
it should be required, for His Majesty's further iiifbrma, 
tion. I h;!ve drawn up this detail in the best manner [ 
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Could ; and fear, from my never having before attempted 
^ thing of the kind, it will be full of errors, and being 
iiiuch fatigufed from writing of it, from the original, in 
eight «nd forty houris, of 'the facts contained thereiu, I 
believe they are correct; t am ready to assert, in the most 
solemn manner, that I know thetfi all to be true* 



(Sigrfed) 



CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS* 
JOHN DOUGLAS. 



tn the presence of 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK. 

Greenwich Park, Dec. 3, 1805. 

Copies of all the Papers alluded to iu this Detail ate in 
the Handisof His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 



(Signed) 



JOHN DOUGLAS. 



In the presence of 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK* 



A true Copy, 

JB. Bloomfield. 



A true Copy, 

J. Becket, 

Whitehall, ^9th August, 1806. 



(No. 20 ■ -• " 

J^arrative of the Duke of Kent. 
TO introduce the foliowing relation, it is necessary for 
me to premise tliat, on entering the PrinCe of Wales's bed- 
room, where our interview took place, my Brother, after 
dismissing his attendants, said to me, that some circum- 
atances had come to his knowledge, with respect to a 
transaction with the Princess of Wales, in which he foumJ 
that / had been a party concerned ; that if he had not 
phiced the most entire re Ua nee on ray attachment to him, 
and, he was pleased to add, on the weil-kiiown trpright- 
ntssofmy character and prhiciples, he should certainty 
have felt himself in no small degree offended, at having 
learnt the facts alluded to from others, and nfit, in the 
liist instance, from me, which he conceived himself every 
wuy entitled to expect, but more especially from that foot- 
ingot" confidence on which he had ever treated me through 
hie ; hut, that being fully satisfied ray explanation of the 
matter would prove, that he was i;ot wrong in the opinion 
he had formed of the honoiirable motives Chat had actu- 
iited me in observing a siletice with regard to him, upon 
the subject ; he then was anxiously waiting for me to pro- 
ceed with a narrative, his wish to hear which, he was sure 
he had only to express, toeusure my immediate acquies- 
cence with it. The Prince then gave me his hand, as- 
suriug me he did not feel the smallest degree of displea- 
sure towards me, and proceeded to introduce the subject 
upon which he required information; when, feeling it a 
duty 1 owed him, to witlihold from his knowledge no 
part of the circumstances connected with it that I could 
bring back to my recollection, 1 related the facta to l;ini, 
as nearly as I tan remember, in the following words : 

" About a twelvemonth since, or thereabouts, (fori 
" cannot speak positively to the exact date), I received a 
*' notefroui the Princess of Wales, by which she requested 
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'* me to come over to Blackfaeath, in order to assist h^ 
** in arranging a disagreeable matter between her. Sir 
** Sidney Smith, Sir John'and Lady Douglas, the particU'* 
" lars of which she would relate to me when I should calL 
** I, in consequence, waited upon her, agreeable to her 
•* dipsire, a day or two after, wheri she commenced the 
conversation by telfing me, ihat she supposed I (ciiev^ 
she had, at one time, liv*d with Lady Douglas on a 
footing of intimacy, but that she bad had reason aftei- 
wards to repent having made her acquaintance, and was 
therefore rejoiced when she left Blackheath for Ply- 
** mouth, as she conceived that circumstance would break 
'* otr all further communication between her and tfaitt 
Lady ; that, however, contrary to her expectation, upon 
the return of Sir John and her from Plymouth to Lon- 
don, Lady Douglas had called and left her name twice 
or three times, notwithstanding she must have seen 
that admission was refused her ; that having been con- 
firmed in the opinion she had before had oceasion td 
** form of her Ladyship, by an anonymous letter she had" 
received, in which she was very strongly cautianed 
ilkgainst renewing her acquaintance with her, both as 
being unworthy of her confidence, from the liberties she 
" had allowed herself to take with the Princess's na»ie, 
and the lightness of her character, she had felt herself 
obligt*d, as Lady Douglas would not take the hint that 
*• her visits wefe not wished for, to order Miss Veraon to 
*• write her a aote, specifically telling her, that they 
would in future be dispensed with; that the coiise- 
quence o^this had been an application, through one of 
•* her ladies, in tJie Joint names of Sir Sidney Smith-, Sir 
*• John and Lddy Douglas, for an audience, to require an 
*^ explanation of this, which they considered as an af- 
" front ; and that being determined not to grant it, or to 
** suffer any unpleasant discussion upon the subject, she 
^* entreated me to take whatever steps I might judge ticst 
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* lo put an end to the matt«r, iiud rid licr of at! furthef 

* trouble about it, I stited, in reply, that I Itad do 
' knowledge of eillier Sir John or Lady Douglaa, and 

* therefore could not, in lUe Jirst iustance, address myself 
' tfilhtm; but iliaC 1 bad some acquaintance withbir 
' Sidney Smith, and if the Princcbs was not aversi; to 

* tkut cbatincl, 1 would try what I could in that way 
■ efi'ect. — This being assented to by the Princess, I toolt 
' my leave, and, immediately on my return home, wrote 
' a uole toSii' Sitlney, requesting him to call upon me an 

* soon &s be convoniently could, as I bad some business 
' to speak to him upon. Sir Sidney, in consequence, 
' called on me (1 think) the next day, when I related to 
' him the conversation, as above stated, that I had bad 
' with the Princess. After bearing ail I had to say, he 
' observed, tliat the Princess, in siatint; to me, that liet 
' prohibition to Lady Douglas to repeat her visits at 
' BlackheuUi, bad ted lo the application for an audience 
' of Her Royal Highness, had kept from me the rent 
' cause why he, as well as Sir John and Lady Douglas 

* bad made it, as it originated in a most scandalous ano- 

* nymous letter, of a nature calculated to seton Sir John 
' ami him to cut each other's throats, which, from the 
' hand-writingand stile, they were both fuily convinced 
' was the production of the Princess herself. I naturally 
' expressed my sentiments upon such conduct, on the 
' part of the Princess, in terms of tlie strongest animad- 
' version; but, nevurttieiess, anxious to avoid theshame- 
' fill eclat tt'bich the publication of such a fact to the 
' woricl must produce; the efi'ect, which its coming to 
' the King's knowledge would pcohahly have on his 
' health, from the delicate state of his nerves, and all the 
' additional mis understandings between His Majesty and 
' the Prince, which, I foresaw, would inevitah'y follow, 
' werL! ibis faclj which would give the Prince so powerful 
' a handle to express his feelings upon the couiiteDanee 
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^ shewn by the King to the Princess, at h tirte when t 
•^ knew him to be severely woiinded by His Majesty *i 
** visits to Blackheath, on the one hand, and the repoiu 
*• he had received of the Princess's conduct on the other, 
^* to be brought to light ; I felt it my bounden duty, asaa 
** honeat man, to urge all these arguments with Sir Sidoe/ 
"' Smith, in the most forcible manner I was master of ; 
addingalso, as ia further object, worthy of the most se- 
rious consideration, the danger of any appearance oC 
^ ili-blood in the Family at such an eventful crisis, anil 
•* to prtss upon his mind the necessity of his usii^g fait 
•* best endeavours with Sir John Douglas, notwitbstand<!> 
** ing all the provocation that bad been given f hem, tm 
** induce him to let the matter drop, and pursue it no 
** further. Sir Sidney observed to me, tljat Sir Jobs 
" Douglas was a man, whom, when once he had taken m, 
** line, from a principle of honour, it was very diflicult 
•*' to persuade to depart from it ; however, as he thought, 
^' that \i any man could prevail upon him, he might flat- 
^^ ter himself with being the most likely to persuade him, 
** from the weight he had with him; he would imntedi- 
** ately try how far he could gain upon him, by mukin^ 
** use of those arguments I had brought forward to induce 
** him to drop the matter altogether. About four or five 
** days after this, Sir Sidney called upon me again, and 
•* informed me, that upon making use with Sir John of 
"those reasons, which I had authorized iiis stating to bh 
** those, by which I was actuated in niakuig the request, • 
** that he would not press the business further, he had not 
** been able to resist their force; but that the whole ex- 
^* tent of promise lie had teen able to obtam of him, 
''* amounted to no more, than that he would, tinder exists 
*\ing circumstances renjain quiet, if left unmolested; for 
** that he would not pledge himself not to bring th^ sub- 
•* ject forward heieafter^ when the same motive might nQ 
^' longer operate to keep him Stlent This result I com? 



*" municnted, to the best of my rf collection, the follow- 
•* iiiR day to the Princess, who Fteeme<) eatisfied with it; 
" and from thnt day to the present one, (Nov. 10, ISOJl, 
*' I i>ever have lieaid the sulijett nuitted again in any 
" shape, until called upon by t\fe Prince to make known 
" to A:'n» the circumstaiKes of this transaction, as far as I 
" could hrir»f! them to my recollection." 

Anil now, having fultilled what the Prince wwhcd me 
to do, to the best of my abijtlies, in case hereafter any 
one, by whom a n;irrative of all the ciri:iiiii stances, as re- 
lated by Sir John and Lady Douglas, of whom 1 was in- 
formed by my Brother, suhieqiKut to our conversation, 
ibould imagine, tiiat I knew more of them than I have 
herein stated, 1 hereby spontaneoui-ly declare, that what I 
have written, is the whole extent of what 1 wasapprizcd 
of; and had the Princess thocight proper to inform me of 
vhat, in the narrative of the information given by Sir 
^ohn and Lady Douglas, is alluded to, I should have felt 
mj-self obliged to decline all interference in the business ; 
and to have, at the same time, stated to her, that it would 
be impossible for nie to keep'a matter of sucii imporlancs 
from the knowledge ,of the Prince. 

(Signed) EDWARD. 

December "2.7 , 1905, 

A true Copy. 

Ji. BloomfetJ. 

A true Copv, 

J. r>cch€t. 
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(No. 3.) 



For the Purpose qF coufirining the* Statement,' 
made by Lady DjbrCiglas^, of the Circurti- 
i^tdilOes mentidried iti h^r Narriattve, the 
following Examinations have been taken, 
and which have been signed by the several 
Persons who have been examined. 



SARAH LAMPERt. 

N. 5. This witness was not examined hy the Com* 
mssioners; at least, no Copy of any Examnation of 
her^s was transmitted with the other Papers ; and no ob^ 
starvation is made in the Report of the Commhsioners^ or 
in the answer of her Royal Hi^ness upon her Exami- 
nations. It has, therefore, been thought that there was 
no necessity for publishing them. 

There are two of them ; one dated at Cheltenham, 8th 
January, 180(); the other with no date of place, but 
dated "HQth March, 1806. 



MR, WILLIAM LAMPERT. 

N. B. The same observations apply to Mr, William 
Larn^erfs Examination, as to those of his Wife, with 
this additional circumstance, that the whole of his Exa- 
minntion is mere hearsay. 

*o 



nth January, 1B06. 

WIIXIAM COLE. 

Has btcn with the Prince tor 21 years in t 

month i lie went with the Princess on her marriage, 

Rud lemaint^d till April, 1803. 

In isOl, he says, be had reason to be diasatisfied 
with the Princess's conduct. During the latter part 
of that year he has .seen Mr. Canning several times 
alone with the Princess, ia a room adjoining to the 
drawing-room, for an boar or two, of which the com- 
pany took notice. 

In January, 1802, Sir Sidney frequently came to 
dine with the Princess, and their intimacy became 
familiar; he has frequently dined and supped at the 
house, and when the Ladies have retired, about eleven 
o'clock, he has known Sir Sidney remain alone with 
the Princess an hour or two afterwards -, bis suspicioiiB 
increased very much; and one night, about twelve 
o'clock, he saw a person wrapped up in a great coat, 
yo across the park, into the gate to the green bouse, 
and he verily believes it was Sir Sidney. 

In the month of March, 1S02, the Princess ordered 
some sandwiches, which Cole took into the drawing- 
room, where he found Sir Sidney talking to the Prin- 
cess ; he sat down the sandwiches, and retired. In a 
short time be went again into the room, where he found 
ibe Gentlemanand Lady siltingciose together, in so 
familiar a posture as to alarm him very much, which 
he expressed by a start back, and a look at the Gentle. 
man. He dates bis dismissal from this circumstance ; 
for, about a fortnight afterwards, be was sent for by 
the Duke of Kent, who told him he had seen the Prin- 
cess at court the day before : that she bad expressed 
the greatest regard for him, and that she intended to 
do something for him, by employing him, as a con6- 
dentiid person, to do her little matters in town; and 
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hit ^ttendancett Montague « El&se would not be re*- 
qiu red. .He received tbis 'intimsticb with Much ood- 
tern 3 but ssid, her Royal H4gUnjslsft*8 pUetoure imist 
gOTem him." ' 

He fiajrs that the covdMity bi9tpee» the Prificeai 
And LaAy.D« ^t^vsery sooo in'ongbt mbout; and, be 
8up{>09es, on Sir Sidney's accoiiiit ; tbut the Princess 
frequently went across the Heitth^ to Lady IX where 
she staid till Iste in the eTeoing^ mndi that, sometimes, 
hfUdy £L and Si Ci Sidney have comei^ith the Princess 
to Montague House late in the etening,' when they 
ba?<e supped. 

.Sonetim^ afieq be bad left Montague House, he 
went down, when hespojDe to Fanny Lloyd, and asked 
her how things went onainongsttbem; aUb said, she 
wished she bad remained* amongst tbem ; there was 
^rwge goings on ; that Sir Sidney waa frequently 
tbere; and that one day, when Mary Wilson supposed 
the Princess to be gone into the library, she went into 
the bed-room, where «he found a man at breakfast 
with the Princess ; that there was a great to do about 
it ; and that Mary Wilson was sworn to secrecy, and 
threatened to be turned away if she divulged what she 
bad seeq. 

He does not know much of whiU passed at Margate 
in 1803. 

Ita 1804, the Prificess was at Southend, where Fanny 
Lloyd afsd was ; when Cole saw her after her return, 
be a^ked how they had gone on; she«aid, ** Delight- 
ful doings, always on ship-board^ ot tlie Captain at 
our bouse." 

She told him, that one evening, when all were sup- 
posed t^* be in bed, Mrs. Lisle met a man in the pas- 
sage ; but no alarm was made — ^this was Captain 
Manby; he was constantly in the house. Mr. Cole 
say a, that Mrs. Sander knows every thing ; that she 
bas appeared in great distress on many oc<:asions, and 



hits aaid to Uin, the Princess is an altaed n'oman ; h« 
believes Sander tobe a very respectable woman. 

He says, tliat be believes Roberts to be an hotiett 
mail : tliai Iloberts has said to him -Js Roberts him' 
Klf vat eiiimined by thtCommUhuneTi, and bit deposition 
ifgiven in Appendix ^. No. 8, what Cole says he heard 
him saff is omitted here. ) 

'1 bat Arthur, tue gKidener, is a decent man, but 
does not know it he is privy to any thing. 

That Bidgood is a deaf quiet naan, but thinks he 
lias not been conridentially trusted. 

That Mrs. Gosden was nurse to the child, and was 
always u(>-stairs with it ; she is a respectable woman ; 
but alter some time, took upon herself much conse- 
quence, and relused to dine in the servant's hall. 

In 1801, Lawrence, the painter, was at Montague 
House, for lour or five days at a time, painting the i 
Princess's picture ; that be wap frequently alone, late' 
in the night, with the Princess, and raucli suifpicion 
was entertained of him. 

WM. COLE. 



14(A January, 1S06. 
WILLIAM COLE. 

Says, that the Princess wasat Mr Hood's, at Sather- 
ingtou, near Portsmouth, for near a month in the last 
summer, where she took lier footman and servants. 

That ihe house in which Mr. Hood lived was given 
up to the Princess, and he, and his family, went to re- 
side in a small house adjoining. 

Ihat the Princess and. Mr. Hood very frequently 
went out in the forenoon, and remained out for four 
or five hours at a time. 

That they rode in a gig, attended by a boy, (a coup- 
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try lad} servant to Mr. Hood, and took with them 

cold meat j that they used to get out of the gig, and 

^walk into the wood, leaving the boy to attend the 

horse and gig till their return. This happened very 

frequently; that the Duke of Kent called one day, 

and seeing the Princesses attendants at the window, 

came into the house, and after waiting some time, 

went away witho.ut seeing the Princess, who was out 

with Mr. Hood, 

This information Mr. Cole had from Fanny Lloyd. 

When Mr. Cole found the drawing-room, which led 

to the staircase to the Princess's apartments, locked, 

he does not know whether any person was with her, 

but it appeared odd to him, as he had fonned som^ 

suspicions. 

Mr. Cole says, that he saw the Princess at Black- 
heath about four^times in the year 1802, after he left 
her in April, and five or six times in London ; that 
he had heard a story of the Princess's being with 
child, but cannot say that he formed an opinion that 
she was so ; that she grew lusty, and appeared large 
behind : and that at the latter end of the year he 
made the observation, that the Princess was grown 
thinner. 

That he cannot form an opinion about the child ; 
that he has seen an old man and woman (about 50 
years of age) at Montague House on a Sunday, and 
has inquired who they were, when he was answered 
by the sei-vants in the hall, " That is little Billy's 
mother," (meaning the child the Princess had taken, 
and which was found by Stikeman.) 

WM. COLE. 
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1 1 Temple, 30lA January, 1S06. 

WILLIAM COLE 

Says, that on the 17th of January instant, he walked 
rroiD Blackheath to London with Mr. Stikeman, and, 
in the conversation on the road. Cole mentioned tbe 
circu in stance of tbe little child, saying, that be was 
grown a fine interesting boy ; to which Stikeman re- 
plied. What, do you mean Billy Austin? Cole said 
Ye«. ?ray do tbe old man and woman come to see 
the child aa usual? Stikeman said, " Uld man and 
woman ! they are not old ; we have not seen them 
much lately ; they live at Deptford ;" but he appeared 
to avoid any conversation on the subject. Cole says, 
that the account of the correspond ence between the 
Princess and Captain Manby was communicated to 
tobim by Fanny Lloyd, but she ne^er mentioned any 
such correspondence having taken place tbrougb 
Sicard, since Captain Maaby went abroad. 

Cole says, that be has not been in the company, or 
presence, of the Prince alone, or had any conversation 
with him on tbis, or any other subject, since tbe Prin- 
ress wont to live at Cbarlton, w liich is near nine years 

WM. COLE. 



23(i Tehruari], 1 SOti. 
WILLIASI COLE 
Saya, that a Gentleman and Lady were sitting close 
logethoronthesofa; but there was nothing particular 
m their dress, position of legs or arras, that was ex- 
tranrdiuary ; he thought it improper thata single Gen- 
tleman should be sitting (juite close to a married Lady 
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pn tli^ sofa ; - i^nd from that situation, and former 
observations, be thought tbe thing improper. 

The person who was alone with the Lady at late 

hours of tbe nigbt (twelve and one o'clock), and whom 

he left sitting up after be went to bed, was Mr. Law* 

rence the painter, which happened two different 

nights at least. 

As to the observation made about Sir Sidney having 
a key of every door about tbe gardens, it was a garden- 
er, who was complaining of the door of the green-house 
being left open, and the plants damaged, and who 
made the same to Mr. Lampert, the servant of Sir John 
Douglas, and which he mentioned at Cheltenham to 
Sir John and Mr. Lowten. 

Lampertsaid he should know the gardener again. 



Temple, 4th Jpril, 1S06. 

ROBERT BIDGOOD. 

Hate lived with the Prince tS years on the 18th of 
September next, and have been with the Princess since 
Wst March, 1798. In 1802 we were at Blackheath, 
and did not go to any other place: in 1801 Sir Sidney 
Smith left his card at Montague House, and he was 
afterwards invited to dinner; and, in the Spring of 
180^, Lady Douglas came to reside at the Tower, 
where she stayed about th ree Weeks. During this time 
Sir Sidney was frequently at the House, both morning 
and evening, and remained till three or four o'clock in 
the morning. He has seen Sir Sidney in the blue par- 
lour early (by ten o'clock) in the morning : and, on ifif- 
quiring from the footmen how he came there without 
his knowledge, tliey said, they had not let him in, and 
knew nothing of his being there. He does iiot know 
of Sir Sidney being alone till three or four o^clock in 
the morning, as there were other Ladiea in the house. 
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During the year 1802 the Princess used to rMe orut in 
her phaeton, attended by Mrs. Fitzgerald, and took 
out cold meat, and went towards Dartford, whei« she 
spent the day,, and returned about sfx or seven in the 
evening, — Williams, the coachman, always attended 
the Princess. 

Lady Doiioflas, during the year 1802, was constantly • 
at Montague House, and was admitted at all times... 
The Princess was used frequently to go to Lady Doug-\ 
la8*s house, where Sir Sidney resided ; at the end of 
that year there was a misunderstanding" between Lady r 
Douglas and the Princess ; and one day he saw Lady . 
Douglas leave the house in tears, and afterwards she 
has not visited the Princess. Mr. Bidgood's wife has 
lately told him, that Fanny Lloyd told her, that Mary 
Wilson had told Lloyd, that one day, when she went 
into the Princess's room, she found the Princess and Sir 
Sidney in the fact; that she (Wilson) immediately 
left the room, and fainted at the door. 

In the Winter of 180!2, and the Spring of 1803, Cap- 
tain Mauby became a visitor at Montague House ; his 
frigate was fitting out at Deptford, aud Bidgood has 
reason to believe, that the Princess fitted up his cabin, 
for be has seen the cotton furniture brought to the 
Princess to chuse the pattern, which was sent to Qlake, 
her upholsterer,. in London-Street, Greenwich, When . 
Captain Manby was about to sail, he was walking, in. 
the anti-room, to let Captain Manby out: and, as be 
stayed some time, Bidgood looked into the room, and . 
from a mirror on the opposite .sid^, of th^ ropm to . 
where Captain Manby and the Princess stood, he saw ' 
Captain Manby kissing the Princess's lips; aiid soon 
afterwards he went away. He saw the Princess, with 
her handkerchief to her face, and go into the. drawing- 
room, apparently in tears. 
In 1803, was not with the Princess at Margate. 
In 1S04, was with the Princess at ^uthend. We 
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'Wtnt there the 3d of May ; Sicard was constanfly on 
the look-out for the Africaine, Captain Manby's ship; 
^ smd about a month afterwards, Sicard descried the 
abip, before she came to the Nore. The instant the 
ahip cast anchor, the Captain came on shore in his 
bMt to the Princess. The Princess had two houses* 
Nos. 8 and 9. She lived at No. 9 ; and^ on Sicardt 
seeing Captajn Manby come on dhore, he ran down 
the shrubbery to meet, and shewed him into tbe 
house. No. 9 ; Captain Manby was constantly at No^ 
d ; and used to go in the evening on board his ship, 
for some weeks ; but afterwards he did not return on 
board the ship in the evening, and Bidgood had seeir 
him in the morning, by ten o'clock, in the house. No. 
9i and, from the circumstance of towels, water, and 
glasses, being placed in the passage, he had reason to 
believe that Manby had slept there all night. 

In 1805, Bidgood was not with the Princess in 
Hampshire. 

Aftei? the Princess returned from Hampshire, Cap- 
pLin Hood used to visit the Princess at Blackheatb 
alone* without his wife. Captain Hood us^d to coni^ 
about twelve o*clock* and was shewn ioto the blue 
yopin, where luncheon was ordered; and the princess 
and the Captain were' alone together^ without a lady 
or other attendant. He used to stay dinner, an^ 
sometimes in i>oots ; about an houi' afterwards coffee 
was ordered; after which- the Princess retired, and 
Captain Hood had also left the room, and had hot 
been let oat of the bouse by any of the servants^ 
Bidgood has not seen Captain Hood since about Chrisjb* 
mas last. 

Bidgbbd has strong suspicions that Mrs. Sander 
]used to deliver letters to Sic^ard, which he conceived 
to be from the Princess to Captain Manby, as Sicarid 



ufed.to put thf lett«F& iMto bn pocket, aud not int» 
tlie common ba^ for letters. 

^dre. Saiider mutit be fully informed of aU. tlie cir- 
cunistancet abore altud^d to. Mary Wtlsa» and Miss 
Mirllicid iiiusi ^lio kaaw ali tliecirruiii>iliLnces. 

Bid^ooil kas ueea the mossier (asfib* is called) of tb* 
[itUe >>oy fnqui^ntly »t Moulague House ; the child 
wai Al'out three week&oLd when hefiisti^aw it. The 
mother was at Mont3<iue lioLi.~e on Monday lagU 
The biisLiand worked at Depiibid Yard ; but was dis- 
charged, and Stikeuian has since employed bini at bit 
bouse in town. The uuthei appeals to be belter dret* 
led tiian usual. 

(Signed) R. BIDGOOD. 



SARAH BIDGOOD. 

About six months ago, in a conversation with Fanny 
Lloyd, respeclin;! the general conduct of the PriacesB, 
she said, lliat whilst Sir Sidney visited the Princese,, 
that Mary Wilson had gone into the bed-room to make 
up the lire, and found the Princesa and Sir Sidney in 
fluch an indecent situation, thiit she immediately left 
the room, and was so shocked that she fainted away 
at the door. 

{ This u-ilneu was not examined lefore the Commini- 

oners ; at leant, tio Copy of iuch Eiamination, if there 
■Kus any, ffi'o* traiismiltcd u-ilh the other Papers. The 
jirst paragraph in her eiamination is, hoiitver, stated 

ubuve, as it is observed iipaii in the Princesi'i Ansaer ; 

hat the remainder, not beittg adverted to, either bi/ the 

Commissioni-r's Report, or bij the Answer, and Leitigali 

hf.arsa!f, is omitted. 
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, FRANCES LLOYD. 

FROM RIPLEY IN SUnRST* ' ' •' 

* ■ * 

To the best of ray knowledge, Mary Wilson said 
that she bad' seen the Princess an^ Sjr Sidney iii the 
blue room; but she i.^ so clo^e^^bmun/ that she 
never opens her mouth on any occasion ; never heard 
Mary Wilson say she was so alarmed as to be in a fit. 

Heard the gardener at Ramsgate say one day, at 
dinner, that be had seen Mr. Sicard and Captain Man- 
by go across the lawn towards a subterraneous pas- 
sage leading to the sea. 

/ 

m 

When her Royal Highness was going to the launch. 
Sir Andrew Hammond and his son came the day be- 
fore, and dined with her, and in the next morning, 
about four o'clock, after the doors of the house were 
open, she saw Captain Maqby sitting in the drawing- 
room of the adjoining house to her Royal Highness, 
which room belonged to her. 

One morning, about six o*clocki she was called to 
get breakfast for her Royal Highness, when she saw 
Captain Manby, and her walking in the garden^ at 
Ramsgate. 

Heard from Mrs. Lisle's maid, that the Princess, 
ivhen at Lady Sheffield's, went out of her bed-room, 
and could nolfind her way back; but nothiuf more. 



About four years ago, as 1 think, Mr. Mills attended 
me Sot a cold, and, to conversation be asked me if the 
Prince visited at oar house ? I said, not to my know- 
ledge. Ue Baid the Princess certainly was with chilcT. 
FRANCES LLOYD. 
A true Copy, 

(Signed) J. Becket. 

IVhitehdU, 29(A Juguit-, 1306. 



C, H. WHITE, 

N5y;iLM!J8EeOFiirGi£NE, 

VVAjHiNGTON, D. C, 
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5. William Cole, 10 11 
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ERRATA. 



Page 198, for Pecember Sth, 1807, read Deeembor 8th, 1806. 

At the foot of each of the Docnmcntt, state4 in th« Appendix^ from 
Kot. I to 1 9, both inclusive, read 
*• A tfue Copy* 
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